- Spring Registration '97
Recreation and Continuing Education

g

e,
ey
ey
R
g
-
=

3,

| Two of Cape Breton's great composers

| and fiddlers: Dan R. MacDonald (left).
“and Dan Hughie MacEachern in 1960.
See article on Creignish fiddlers '
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Evom the Divector’s Desk

SPRING PROGRAMMING:

On site registration for the Spring session of Recreation
and Continuing Education courses will take place
February 10 to the 14th. Check this issue for details on
courses available in the various communities throughout
the county.

VOLUNTEER AWARDS:

The Municipality of Inverness County will recognize the
contributions of individuals who volunteer their time and
talents in Inverness County. Provincial Volunteer Week
is April 13 - 19. Persons nominated on or before March
26 will be honoured by Municipal Council during
Volunteer Week. Any nomination received by March 10
will be eligible to be chosen to represent all Inverness
County volunteers at Provincial Ceremonies in Halifax on
April 11. This issue contains details on how you or your
group can go about making a nomination. Please note,
individuals that have been nominated in previous years,
are not eligible to be nominated in 1997. For more
information on the Municipal Volunteer Recognition
program, contact the Recreation/Tourism Office at 787-
2274,

ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECTS -

DEADLINE REMINDER:

A reminder to those interested in projects sponsored by
the Nova Scotia Department of the Environment such the
Nova Scotia Youth Conservation Corps and the Youth
Environmental Challenge, the deadline for proposals is
February 28th. More information on these projects is
available in this issue.

PERFORMERS/ARTISANS

As mentioned in the last issue of Partici-Paper,
the Recreation/Tourism Department keeps a database of
information of performers and artisans in the County. We
would like to thank those who have sent in their
information and would like to encourage others to submit
their names. If you have a performing talent, are an artist
or craftsperson and would like to be added to our listing,
you can use the form in the November/December issue of
Partici-Paper, and photocopy or write on a separate piece
of paper information about your talent. Please send
information in care of TALENT, Inverness County
Recreation/Tourism Dept., PO Box 179, Port Hood, NS
BOE 2W0. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact our office at 787-2274.
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interview with Frank MaclInnis
by Mary Anne Ducharme

Frank Maclnnis’s paternal
grandmother played the bagpipe and
her seven brothers played the fiddle.
On the other side of the family are
MacMasters, MacLellans and others
Jamiliar to those who know the rich
local matrix of talent including the
Creignish connections. Frank did not
inherit performing talent but he did
inherit a passion for music that has
stayed with him all his life. His son
Neil carries on the fiddling tradition.

Frank is a former co-host of

Scottish Strings on CJFX with Gus
MacKinnon; he contributed to the

1ddlers

material in The Cape Breton Fiddler by Allister MacGillivray, and he is an avid collector of
Creignish history. He shares with us some of his insights about one of the tiny communities
that now produces big talent on mainstream stages.

Mary: There is music pouring out of
little communities like Creignish in
Inverness County. What are the
background influences that makes this
happen?

Frank: There always have been
musical families in Creignish and
Judique, and all the little areas around
us, people who composed music,
played fiddle, stepdanced, and were
pipers-- it’s a part of the air we
breathe. Sunday afternoons in the
winter were spent with music; people
were hospitable and liked to host
“kitchen rackets.” There was always
fiddle music at dances, weddings,
frolics-- all kinds of social functions.
The piano accompaniment wasn't
common at first like it is now because

not many could afford keyboard
instruments in their homes. Almost
everyone could afford to buy a fiddle,
though, or have one carved.

Up to the 1950's, quite a few
people still spoke Gaelic in this area,
and I think the Gaelic language has
influenced Creignish fiddle music. The
old classics like The Lord MacDonald,
and Calum Crubach remain popular,
performed to this day right along with
Dan R. MacDonald’s compositions.
His tune Heather in the Hill will live
on forever, and that is just one of the
two thousand songs he composed for
fiddle! He and a very few other
composers remain legends in their
own right and they greatly influenced
the kind of music found in the
Creignish area,

Mary: Is the Scottish influence still as
strong as ever?

Frank: People in Inverness County

. remain in love with the music that had

been here since the first settlers.

Mary: Besides Dan R., who were some
of those fiddlers who showed Scottish
influences in your area of the County?

Frank: Of course, there’s Buddy
MacMaster. Dan Hughie MacEachern
was a prolific composer. Little Jack
MacDonald, Archic Dan MacMaster,
Alex Joe MacDonald, Father Colone}
MacLeod. And others.

continued next page
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Mary: Were any of the fiddlers
“musicians” professionally?

Frank: That is a possibility now, but it
wasn’t a few years ago. The people 1
mentioned lived for music, but they had
to work at other things to make a
living. They were farmers, miners,
fishermen, woodsmen, and school
teachers. They played for dances to
supplement their income, but it was
poor pay. The most dedicated fiddlers
had a difficult life financially -- that is
part of the price we pay for living here.
The motivation certainly wasn’t
money!

It was a lot harder than now
for most fiddlers to develop musical
skills and a large repertoire. Now we
have better transportation and can
associate with other musicians in a
wider circle and learn from each other.
Now we have recordings and media.
Now a learner can listen to a cassette or
CD over and over, or see the technique
in action on a video-- this has opened
up possibilities for every fiddler for
improving.

Now most musicians can play
by note, but the earlier fiddlers played
mostly by ear. A fiddler back then
might hear a new number at a concert
and go home and try to pick it out from
memory because he was 100
embarrassed to ask to be shown a tune.
But in the musical families, relatives
shared tunes and bowing tips with each
other.

Mary: Most players were limited in
skill development?

Frank: Through the 1960's, I
personally knew fiddlers who were
excellent by any standards, but I have
admit that most of the players weren’t
skilled performers who were widely
known at the time.

Mary: So how did the Creignish
fiddlers improve?

Frank: Well, there weren’t any classes,

only a few individuals taking lessons
privately. In the 70's, some of us
started looking at the state of fiddling
more seriously. We decided to invite a
young man from New Glasgow who
was at the teacher’s college to come to
teach fiddle classes in Creignish.

He was Stan Chapman, a
tremendously talented musician, and
he became deeply involved in the Cape
Breton music scene. He believed that it
was good for Cape Breton fiddlers to
play by ear before they played by note
-- to give their music Gaelic “'soul” --
traditional bowing techniques, the Cape
Breton nuances.

Later, when Stan was teaching
in Antigonish, some of our young
people went there for his classes:
people like Ashley Maclsaac, Natalie
MacMaster, Wendy Maclssac, and
others. He was one of those who played
a large role in influencing their
development.

Mary: You asked Stan to come
because of the Vanishing Fiddler story
in 19717

Frank: Yes.

Mary: What were the Creignish
reactions lo Ron Maclnnis when he
said on CBC that Cape Breton fiddling
was vanishing? Were you insulted or
was it a wake up call?

Frank: Both! Like everybody else, we
were furious. We were determined to
take action to prove Ron Maclnnis was
Wwrong, wrong, wrong,

The famous Glendale Festival
of Fiddling started this way. Father
Eugene Morris, was an assistant parish
priest in Port Hawkesbury at the time,
and he was working in the extension
department of the Coady Institute. Part
of his study was on unions. Shortly
after the Vanishing Fiddler program
was aired, Father Morris and Hugh
John Gillis, a carpenter, were going (o
a union meeting together. When they
continued page 21



Partici-Paper, January/February 1997, page 5

The Family Place

a resource centre that reaches out to communities
by Cathy MacMillan

The Family Place is a resource centre offering programs to families and young children from birth
to six years. Our mandate is families working together to build healthier families. The main centre is located
in Sydney with an outreach office in Port Hood at the Dr. John Waters Medical Centre.

Parent and Tot programs are presently running in Port Hood and Mabou. Parents and children get
together once every two weeks, participating in various activities such as baking and crafts. Information on
a variety of subjects, such as parenting skills, children's
health, discipline, and child development is available through
print handouts, books, guest speakers -- and most M[LIES woRKlNG TOGETHE

importantly, from parent to parent. ) R
3 B

The Parent and Tot program is hosted every second FA
Tuesday in Mabou at the Senior’s Lounge, and every second
Thursday in Port Hood at St. Stephen’s Hall, both from 10 am
to noon. All families are welcome.

The Family Place also has Toy & Book Libraries which
are open to all communities. Toys and books may be
borrowed for two weeks. There is a $12.00 membership fee
per year or parents can pay $4.00 every four months. The
libraries are open from [0 am to noon and |-3 pm every =
second Wednesday at the Dr. John Waters Medical Centre. TO ILIES

Early intervention for children with special needs, ages BUILD HEALT]ER FAM
from birth to six, and their families is another program
offered. Families are visited in their homes and parents are
involved in programming for their child, such as developing specific skills. When possible, families are linked
up with each other, and families are kept informed about community resources available to them. At this
time, each family receives three visits.

Workshops are held frequently on water safety, sun sense, healthy snacks, developing reading
readiness and other topics of interest to parents of young children. We are always looking for new ideas that
are suggested by parents.

Although our program is partially funded by Health Canada, we rely heavily on community/parental
involvement. In order for the programs to be successful, we need volunteer support, donations of materials,
the use of community buildings to host events and programs, and free advertising on programs. Your support
in these ways is greatly appreciated!

If you want more information or to discuss ideas for our program, contact my office in Port Hood
at 787-2376. Office hours are Monday to Friday from 8:30 to 4:30.

R

“Our mandate is families working together
to build healthier families”






