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Director's Desk 

What is the outlook for 
recreation in 1982 within out 
County? Certainly 1981 had its 
successes as well as its frustra­ 
tions and we will look in detail ... ) . . . . . at our past years' activities in 
the March edition of Partici-gaper 
following the annua\ meeting of· 
our Counci 1. 

But what I would like to do 
in this article is to give you an 
i n s i g h t in to o u r dreams , hopes 
and desires for the: upcoming year. 
Recreation should not become 
s tagn ant ; i t mu s t con t i nuo u s 1 y 
change with the needs and wants of 
the people it serves. Such, 
hopefully is the case with our 
department. We have certainly made 
programs within the field of 

~communication pafticularly wrth the 
introduction of Partici-Paper. 
Howe.ver, in 1982 we hope to improve 
upon the above through making bette 
use of existing media, (Newspaper, 
radio, church bulletins and school 
bulletins). We hope to be able 
to develop program brochures and 
introduce our very own resource 
centre and possibly cooperate with 
community groups in the introduction We hope to continue with our 
of bulletin boards and program direct programming responsibilities 
posters. in such areas as Partici-Paper, 

We would like to continue with School programming, cribbage 
our cooperative program grants but tournament~ employment programs, 
we would also 1 ike to expand our volunteer nights, ballet classes, 
services to community groups In tennis programs and the ski rental 
such areas as leadership developmenki,program. We would also like to 
planning, promotion of activities, expand our responsibilities in such 
coordination of activities. We areas as pre-school programming, 
would like to see an expansion in handicap programming, orienteering 
cultural activities (i.e. tours, programming, teen programming and 
dra ma. f e s t iv a ls, p u b 1 IC S P e ~ k I n g f a m i ly act i v i t i e s · We w o u 1 d 1 i k e 
contests,etc.). We would like to be to begin the long process of intro· 
able· to sponsor a county wide duclng a master plan for the 
recreational conference as well as orderly development of recreation 
a fes·tival workshop for those, facilities and programs for the 
responsible for community activities ,&xt few years. 

_doing the summer months. 

VISIT WITH JESSIE +++++ 
Jessie (Sandy Malcolm) of 

River Denys is 91 years old. 
She was born and raised in a 
community that no longer exists­ 
the parish of St. Margaret of 
Scotland, high up on River 
Denys Mountain. Her grand­ 
parents were among those first 
ioneers who built the church 
in 18l41 and who cleared the 
orest to make homes for them­ 
elves in the wilderness of 
ape Breton. 

As my aunt and I arrive 
in Jessie's kitchen, we see 
hat she is busy having the 
oot cleaned from the chimneys 
f her century-old farmhouse. 

We hear her nephews carefully 
moving about on the steep roof , 
scraping out the creosote. : 
Jessie's kitchen is bright 
with sunshine reflected on the 
painted wide board walls. Old 
hand stained arrowback chairs 
and a lively profusion of 
rockers are found throughout 
the downstairs rooms. Jessie is 
apologizing for the upset and 
the mess , but begins to show 
us some of the old family 
photographs. 

She tells us about· her 
grandfather, Malcolm MacDonald 
who had come out from Scotland 
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Of course the above is only· 
within the planning stages and the 
successes we may enjoy with in any 
of the above areas will be dictate 
by available resources and the 
cooperation and understanding and 
understanding of you-the people we 
serve. I would very much apprecia 
your ideas concerns and hopes for 
recreat i on in 1982. 



Rrr:reatian Programs - Spring IBB2 
. De artment. Scheduled 

Sponsored by .the Recrea~ion ptors and so far their Plans are now being made for spring pcogramming , and ,nstruc . 
1 

W 
startingtime is mid-February. Supervisors have been arranging programs lete or fina . e are 

b onsidered comp know efforts have resulted in the list below. This list should not ·e Ct ;ee offered. Let us 
open to suggestions concerning any additional programs you would like to se'' time) and we will do 

. . . . tely the same 1 h , You r I n t ere s ts ( soon , 1 n o rd e r th a t a 1 1 p· r o g rams can beg I n a pp r ox I ma t he a t ten t i on of t e s u Pe r visor 
our best to arrange it for you. Any such suggestions should be brought to in your community. ' 

d d Whycocomagh areas, due to We are still unable to offer any Recreation programming in Port Hoo an t d in taking the pos1t1on 
the fact that we do not have a supervisor in either community. Anyone ,nte~es eber no program can take 
should cal 1 the Recreation Office (787-2274) and ask for Donna MacDonell. emem ' 
place without a supervisor in your community. h. f 

11 
we feel that the 

- O h b : f f d t · c i pan t s t I s a ' e fee s- . · n t e asis o eedback received from instructors an par 1 .. 
1 

d ble instructors. ur. 
Recreation Department is offering on the whole, quality programs with knoWl®"S°,,, rs to serve you. 
are mimimal, sufficient to cover costs of instructors and rental fees; ,']' ,,,,,y ave that would enasie 
Therefore, we welcome any comments, suggestions, or constructive cr,tici Y 
us to serve your 'interests more fully. •. · . · · . tration dates program 

Within the next month arrangements will be made definite concerning.'{S''',4siderably expanded. 
n ig h t s , times , etc • Hop e·f ully , also du r i n g th i s t i me ou r pro g : a~ 1 1-; t w I e W t ch a· 1 s 

O 
f 
O 

r J o ca l 
In next month's issue of Partici-Paper we will have these specifics 'or you. a 
community announcements concerning upcoming Recreation programming. 

. 

COMMUNITY/SUPERVISOR 

N. E • Marg aree 
David Paul en 
2 48-2003 

P ROG RAM 

Cake Decorating 

INSTRUCTOR 

Blanche Paulen 
, 
Fitness 

Mabou 
Marie MacDonald 
9l45-2676 

Port Hastings 
Frances Maclean 
625-2 107 
Judi que 
The re s a ~ a c I n n is 
Rita Warner 
787-2779 

- Inverness 
Brenda Smith 
258-3403 

Linda Babstock 
(no instruction given) 
(no instruction given) 
Florence Doucet 

St. Joseph Du Moine 
Joe Delaney 
224-283l 
Pleasant Bay 
Donald MacGregor 
224-2358 
pr i ncevi 1 1 e 
Princevi I le/Glendale 
Glendale 
Joan MacDonald 
625052 6 

Belle Cote 
Jean Bulner 
2 35-2958 

Step Dance 
Badminton 
Ladies Fintess 
Macrame 

Fitness to Music 
Photography 

. Men's Fitness 
Aerobic, Dance 
Weaving 

Ladies Fitness 
Mixed Volleyball 
Basketball' 
Crocheting 

Hooking 
Yoga/Phy. Ed. 
Crochet' Knitting 

Crocheting 

Basic Photography 
Step-Dancing 
Aerobic Dance 
Ceramics 
Square Dancing 

Mary Janet MacDonald 
(no instruction given) 
(no instruction given) 
Do n e l d a Mor a n 

Carol Macinnis 
Jack Ronalds 

(no instruction given) 
Patrice Korb 
A n n S h err in g t o n 

Jeanne Lei ievre 

Sandra Fraser 

Jack Ronalds 

Lorna MacRury 
Lynn Moore 

(any program suggestions for this area should be given 
to Jean Bulmer.) 

Port Hood 
(If a supervisor is located) Glenda Campbell 

Me l vi n Macisaac 
Roland Chiasson 

Crelgnish 
Cathy MacDonald 
625-2353 

Knitting 
Ladles Fintess 
Guitar 
Plano 

Guitar 
Step DAnce 
Art 
Exercise 

Jim MacDonald 

Ron Mac Ne i 1 
Margaree Forks 
Willie D. Chisholm 
2 48-295 

Ladies Fitness 
Basketbal I 
Piano 
Highland Dance 
Pinlnn 
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. 
years old­ 

0 and who had 
am i ly on 
in. She 

says Eigg, in 
Scotlan · t's a Gaelic 
n ame, y 'o u kn 0 w , ' ' she e x plai n s , 
a n d I re ply tha t I h ave he a r d 
of it, though it is a very 
s ma 1 1 i s 1 and i n the Heb r i des 
Malcolm married Mary MacMaster 
of Hillsdale and had a family 
of eight, one of whom was the 
priest, Father Duncan. Jessie 
shows us his ordination picture­ 
taken sometime in the 1870'5,. 
and also the portrait taken 
o f hi s p a r e n t s Ma 1 c o l m. a n d 
Mary. They had travelled to 
Halifax to attend his ordination 
and decided to have their 
photograph taken. Mary in her 
frilled bonnet and Malcolm in 
his stiff collar and cravat 
look at us grimly from the past. 
I realize that they are my 
great - great gr an d parents, and 

I 0egin to wonder what they 
were like, and how they lived 
their lives. 

Jessie continues to tell 
me about River Denys Mountain, 
and that the people who had 
lived up there had come 
or ig i n a l I y from E i g g , and 
Bornish, and possibly from Skye, 
if we consider those people 
at the Macleod settlement. 
They were island people at any 
rate, and knew how to survive 
under harsh conditions. 

Jessie and her brother 
Malcolm were the second last 
people to move down from the 
Mountain to a more convenient 
and accessible place. Her 
former home below St. Margaret's 
Church has all but disappeared 
back into the forest. 

the islano in exile 

(Who is this ponce? He is buied 
at Judi&que Banks cemetany. I{ 
anyone can dent5y him on his 
descendents, please contact this 
papen. 

EMIGRATION FROM SOUTH ·UJST 

If you are to drive from 
Glendale along the back roads 
over River Denys Mountain, 
through the Macleod ~ettlement, 
to Bornish, or down to Judique, 
you w i l ·1 pa s s t hr o u g h what l o o ks· 
now like untouched wilderness, 
scarred here and there by gravel 
pits and logging trails. It is 
a false impression, because once 
these areas were peopled by 
hard y 'b a c k l a n d ers 1.1 , • l a t e S co t s 
settlers who arrived in Cape 
Breton during the worst times 
of the H i g h l a n d C I e ar a n c e s . · 
These were farming communities 
high in the Creignish Mountains, 
isolated but self-sufficient in 
their day. They are gone· now; 
their only testimony - a pioneer 
church on River Denys Mountain 
alive once or twice a year when 
mass is heard in Gaelic, and the 
occasional field with standing 
hay, yellow and uncut. 

Who were the Bornish people, 
the settlers who raised a church 
to St. Margaret of Scotland and 
hacked farms from a forest that 
has gobbled up the fields again? 

Local oral tradition has 
labelled them "back landers" 
because they were the late 
emigrants who arrived after all 
the shore land had been settled, 
and when the only land left 
available was inland-high on the 
mountain sides. They had a 
difficult task ahead of them 
more trees than most of them had 
,ever seen, and no money with 
which to buy tools or food. 
These late arrivals had been 
forcibly removed from their 
meagre croft farms in Scotland 
and herded aboard the ships for 
Canada. What is truly amazing 
is the fact that not only did 
they survive, but they carved out 
productive farms in a short 
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space of time. And the Bornish 
people in the Glendale-River 
Denys Mountain area came from an 
island where hardly? tree grows. 

.South Uist, in the· outer 
Hebrides, is a small island 
by Canadian standards - 25 miles 
long by 6 wide, deeply indented 
by rugged sea lochs. Steep 
hills rise 2000 feet above the 
wet grassy moorland which has 
given the island its poetic 
title of 11Tir a 1Mhurain11 - 

land of bent grass. It was part 
of the-estates of Clanranal d 
one of the most powerful of 
MadDonald Chiefs in the Western 
Highlands, and because 01d 
Clanranald was too ill to 
participate in the Rising of 
1745, this estate was never 
forfeited to the Crown. 

In the late eighteenth 
century, there was 'a fever of 
emigration" sweeping the 

windy island 
Highlands, and many Gaels 
including some South Uist 
people freely left for America. 
The stories which have survived 
concerning 11the Religion of the 
Yellow Stick'' in which MacDonald 
of Boisdale on South Uist tried 
to force his tenants to change 
religion because he had turned 
Protestant, tell of South Uist 
people· joining with MacDonald 
of Glenaladale who brought 
tenants out to Prince Edward 
Island in 1772. But most people 
remained on the bare windy island 
making a living in the kelp 
industry which was booming in 
1800. The Chiefs of the Hebrides, 
deprived of their traditional 
status as warlords had to find 
other means of making a living, 
and trying to live the.life of 

continued pg. 4 


