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H:s winter seemed longer this year? Take heart! By the time you receive this issue it will be less than a
month until Daylight Savings Time (March 10th) with Spring due to officially arrive March 20th. Now, given
that piece of good news, why not make the most of what little remains of the season and register for a course
or workshop: This issue features listings of the many programs on offer around Inverness County. There’s
something fqnj_ everyone! Remember, selection is not limited by geographic area. If you are willing to travel,
Yyou may register for any course or workshop listed on these pages by registering with the appropriate local
X _ Programmer. If you have questions about a course or workshop, contact the local programmer where it is of-

Maré%zfiucom fered. On-site registration will be held the week of February 17-21. The deadline for receipt of mail-in

2on registration is Friday, February 28th. Programming information begins on page 10 of this issue.

Our Annual Volunteer Awards ceremony will be held April 9. The Volunteer Nomination guidelines and form
are on pages 16 and 17. Please remember that a draw will take place to determine which volunteer will represent all county
volunteers at the Provincial Volunteer Recognition Ceremony (scheduled to be held in Halifax April 7th.) To be eligible for the
draw, the names of nominees must be received at the County offices by February 21. Please don’t miss out on this opportunity
to have your nominee selected - be sure to submit nominations prior to the cut-off date.

The Inverness County Recreation Department is always looking for ways to help our residents be active, especially through
the winter months. The Winter/Spring brochure contains a listing of events and activities that will take place throughout the
County over the next few months. Be sure to check it out and plan to attend some of the events. Take time out to enjoy all that
is on offer around the county while having fun socializing with your friends and neighbours. See pages 24 and 25 for a few ideas
on staying active. Or, check out the Inverness County on the Move... Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Inverness-County-On-The-Move/112525882152963 to find more activities.

If you'd like to get out and enjoy the snow but lack the equipment, the Municipal Recreation/Tourism Department rents
Snowshoes, Cross-Country Skis, a Cross Country Ski Track Setter and Nordic Walking Poles to individuals or groups. These items
are all available at very reasonable rates. Be sure to avail yourself of this excellent service.

For those who prefer their fun indoors, many communities have been holding crib tournaments to determine a team to
represent them at the Annual Inverness County Cribbage Championship. The Championship tournament will be held April 26
at the Fire Hall in Scotsville. Also, many of our seniors’ clubs are already preparing for the Senior Games which will be held June
14th. If you wish to attend the Games this year, join your local Seniors’ Club. The clubs accept members from age 55+ and are
filled with people who love to socialize and have fun. The Recreation/Tourism Department has contact information for Inverness
County Seniors’ Clubs plus all of the other organizations in the County. Contact them at (902) 787-2274 or by email at:
information@invernesscounty.ca. £

Each year, the Municipality, through the Recreation/Tourism Department, partners with Inverness Communications to
produce Inverness County visitors’ guide, The Sunset Side of Cape Breton. County Festivals and events are highlighted and are
also posted on the county website: http://www.inverness-ns.ca/ at: www.cbisland.com and, at: www.novascotia.com. To have
an event included in our publications, brochures, website or weekly radio spot, non-profit groups are encouraged to contact
Margaret Beaton at margie.beaton@invernesscounty.ca or 787-2274.

Organizers of events should also take advantage of the free promotional opportunities offered by the NS Department of Com-
munities, Culture and Heritage through their website at: www.novascotia.com. This is a free service and an excellent marketing
opportunity. Remember, many people are already checking the site at this time of year to plan their trip. oo
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED

HELPING TO FIND YOUR
INVERNESS CouNTYy ROOTS

by Dr Jim St. Clatir

I. USEFUL SOURCE:
Records of St. John’s Congregation, Strathlorne
When Reverend Donald MacDonald arrived as the
ordained Presbyterian Minister in Strathlorne
(formerly Broad Cove Intervale) he kept church
records of more than 200 households with approx-
imately one thousand people as adherents and
members of the church.

In those days - prior to the growth of the mining
operation in Inverness and the establishment of
St. Matthew’s Church in the town - all of the
Presbyterian and other Protestant

1911 censuses - may oftentimes provide a very
complete picture of the people living in that large
geographical area at the time. These records also
speak to the extent of the continuous outmigration
of young people from the district.

For those researching family members who
seemed to disappear from the area (and for research-
ers trying to determine the places from which many
young people left and where they ultimately settled)
Reverend MacDonald’s carefully recorded two
hundred pages are worthwhile perusing,

For instance, in the listing

families in Broad Cove, Foot Cape,
the Banks, Deepdale, North Lake,
Strathorne, Kenloch, West Lake
Ainslie, Hays River, North and
South Cape Mabou, and parts of
Mount Young, were participants in
St. John’s Presbyterian Church at

r What record of your life will you leave
for future generations of your family?
W hat will the archives of the future
reveal fo them abont life today? How
will they access that information?
- Marie Aucoin

for the family of Elder, Donald
Sandy MacKay, and his wife,
Ellen (Matheson) MacKay of
Cape Mabou, their six children
are identified - not only as to
dates of birth (between 1903 and

— 1919) - but also to where four of

Strathlorne.
Careful records of births, baptisms, marriages,
deaths and church membership had been maintained.

However, all of these were lost when the congrega-
tion’s manse was destroyed by fire in 1898. Following
their destruction, Reverend MacDonald, who was bi-
lingual in Gaelic and English and much interested in
local history, undertook to journey to each household
and record as much information about the family
members therein as could be obtained. In compiling
his records he noted not only birth, death and mat-
riage dates, but also the places to which other family
members had moved in migrating further to other
parts of Nova Scotia and North America.

Fortunately, his records still survive. These may
be consulted at several locations, including the Nova
Scotia Highland Village, the Beaton Institute, the
Archives of Maritime Conference of United Church
in Sackville, New Brunswick, and, in several private
collections. However, they are not available on-line
nor have they been printed in a convenient format.

The Reverend MacDonald’s listings - together
with those to be found on the 1891, 1901 and

The Participaper - Vol 35, No 1

the six settled away from Inver-
ness County. It appears that Alex Dan MacKay (born
1903) moved to Watertown, Massachusetts, as did his
brother, Norman Matheson MacKay (born 1906.)
One brother, Neil Allan MacKay (born 1908) moved
to Sudbury, Ontario, and another, Malcolm Dan
MacKay resided in Newcastle, New Brunswick. Two
of the remaining siblings, John Duncan (born 1913)
and Annie Margaret appear to have remained in the
area.

Or, consider the family of Donald and Rosa Jane
(MacLean) MacLean of North Cape Mabou. They,
with five of their children: Allan, Mary Bell, John,
Florence, Neil Gunn MacLean, moved to Portland
(possibly Washington state) in 1901. They returned
home a year later before moving again, in 1902; this
time to British Columbia. If anyone is seaching for
members of this particular family, the Portland cen-
sus or the British Columbia census of 1911 may well
shed some light on them.

[Ed note: Reverend MacDonalds records need to be
copied and organized for researchers in archives and on-

line. Any volunteers?] Continued page 4. ANCESTORS
) # pag
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Continsied from page 3...ANCESTORS

II. A FAMILY WITH WIDELY EXTENDED
CONNECTIONS AND A MULTI-MILLIONAIRE
ON THE FAMILY TREE:

A recent communication from a contemporary
descendant of the Keith Family of Inverness County
included a request for the early history of this family.
This is a family that had much sadness as well as
members who came to have great wealth:
KerTH-NEss-Boyd FAmILy

Four hundred feet off the Mull River Road, hidden
by brush and small growth hardwood trees, is a well
constructed cellar hole measuring about twenty feet
by twenty feet. Nearby, in a shallow declivity, is a
little spring which flows out from between small
rocks. This spot was the location of the home
of a pioneer family which experienced much
hardship.

John Keith, a native of Scotland who
was born in 1801, settled there when he
came to Cape Breton in 1816. Accord-
ing to the petition for land that he filed in
1819, he had served in the British Navy
for four-and-a-half years and wished to be
granted lot 15 at the South East Branch
of the Mabou River. Previously, Joseph
Basker had lived on that plot of land for
a period of time and had cleared some of it.
However, he had left it for another site.

In his petition, Keith stated that he wished the lot
to be called “Bonhill” (pethaps after the name of his
birthplace in Scotland where there is a town called
Bonbhill, located in the county of Dunbartonshire.
Or, there also exists the possibility that he may have
come from the Isle of Butte, Scotland.) His petition
was approved as submitted.

The surveyed road (mote a path perhaps) from
Port Hood to Whycocomagh Bay ran along the edge
of the plot that Keith was granted. Past lots 20 and
21, and further along the road towards the top of
Mabou Ridge and in back of the Keith lot, was the
property of Samuel Boyd and and his wife Margaret
(Ness) Boyd who had applied for a grant of those
lands in 1818.

Samuel Boyd had served as a private in the
“Twelfth Royal Regiment from which he was dis-
charged in 1813.” This, according to the 1822 peti-
tion of Margaret(Ness) Boyd. At the time of her
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petition, she stated that she was twenty-two years
old and that her husband had died in September of
1821 leaving her with the land and one young child.
She further stated that due to her husband’s illness
she had “accustomed herself to till the ground.” The
land was assigned to her as petitioned.

By 1823, the widow Margaret, with the now
settled John Keith, had married and settled on the
Keith property near the aforementioned small spring.
It was here that they they built their log house with
its fine stone-lined cellar.

In addition to raising her daughter, Margaret
~ (who had been born in 1817), the Keiths came
to be the parents of at least eight children.

In 1861, when their youngest children
were still in their teens, both John Keith and
Margaret(Ness)(Boyd) Keith died — per-
haps of diphtheria. It is possible that at
least one of their children (Annie) also

died at the same time. They wete buried in
the Pioneer Cemetery in Southeast Mabou
(Hillsborough) on the Rankinville Road.
While some of the older children had already
left home and wete living elsewhere, the younger
ones in their teens tried to continue farming on
the “Bonhill” property but soon they too left the
location. Some said that there was much sadness
in the family and that there may have been some
conflict over the property. Whatever prompted it, the
farm was left behind. And, while two other families
lived on it for short periods of time after their depar-
ture, the buildings slowly disappeared.

The known names of the children of the Boyd/
Keith family are as follows (all born at Southeast
Mabou and known as Mull River today):

»Margaret Boyd (1817-1912) martied Simon Fraser
of Port Hood.

»Ann Keith (1823-?)

»Sarah Keith (1824-1871) married Mathew Hawley,
son of Mathew Hawley Jr and Margaret Horsford.
Mathew went on to marry Mary Jane Miller, his
second wife, and lived in Brook Village.

>James Keith (1826-1872) New South Wales, Aus-
tralia.

>Elizabeth Jane Keith (1829-1911) matried Nathan-
iel Smith of Port Hood Island. She was his second

wife.
Continued page 5... AANCESTORS
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 4.
>Isabella Keith (1832-1897) first martied John Buck
of Port Hastings and then George Baillie.

>George Keith (1 842-1922) Country Harbour,
Guysborough County. Married Caroline Hudson of
Guysborough County.

>Matilda Keith (1842-?) married Thomas Gannon,
Halifax.

>]John Keith (1842-?) married Isabella MacMillan,
and lived in Utah and California.

»David Keith born 1847 in Southeast Mabou died

a multi-millionaire in Salt Lake City, Utah in 1918.
[Read more about this man on page 6.]

There may have been two
other children of this family who
died young and whose names/
birthdates remain unknown to
us.

While there are descendants
of the Keith and Boyd families
who live in Inverness County
today, most of the progeny of
this family - which had such
hard luck in the eatly years - live
elsewhere. The account of their
history is of interest to us as it
reveals much about the early
settlers of this area and out-
migration.

[Ed note: David Keith was
known to be generous to prospecting miners from
Cape Breton who were looking for someone to
provide them with the help of a “grub stake.” He
also assisted many of his siblings and nephews and
nieces, some of whom settled in Utah near him. His
house in Utah is a fine mansion that is now a centre
for artistic and cultural pursuits in Salt Lake City;
pictures of it may be found on-line. For more details
of the life of David Keith, a poor Iad from Inverness
County who came to be one of the wealthiest people
in North America, turn to page 6.]

in an undated phote.

II1. ComMUNITY HISTORY:

Dunakym, Inverness County, a historical
community.

Recently, a reader wrote to ask about Dunakym,
which is located on the top of the watershed
between Whycocomagh and Mabou. Taking its name
from the loct;xtion of a very ancient fortified hill and
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Pictured above is David Keith on horseback

castle on the Isle of Skye, it was once part of a wider
area that was known for a time as “New Canada.”

The springs from the watershed flow either to
Mabou Harbour or Whycocomagh Bay, depending
on which side of the hillside (and part of the
Bornish Hills they arise.) Although the community
of Dunakym is technically in the Mabou District, the
former residents were mostly connected to Whyco-
comagh and the MacLean Church in Stewartdale.

The name “Dunakym” (which is sometimes
spelled “Dunakin”) was firmly established in 1911
when the post office of that name was opened at

: the house of Angus MacQuar-
rie. (Although this post office
remained in service undl 1965 it
was moved at some point to the
house of the MacLellans.)

The name of this com-
munity identifies the connection
of many of the settlers with the
Isle of Skye (although others
had come from North Uist and
one family (the Campbells) came
from Lochaber)

The names of the families
resident in the community from
the 1830s to the 1980s were:
MacKay, MacKinnon, MacLellan,
MacLeod, Campbell (the pipers),
Ferguson, MacDonald, Judson, MacLean, Maclsaac
and MacQuarrie.

Dunakym is noted as the site of an early Gaelic
school conducted by Malcolm MacKinnon - “the
scholar.” The school was located at the crossroads
where the Dunakym Road meets the Rosedale road.

As well, Jonathan G. MacKinnon, a distinguished
Gaelic scholar, author and editor of Mactalla (the
Gaelic language newspaper of the early 1900s,) was
born in the community and lived there for a time
after he retired from a position with the City of
Sydney. And, on the ancestral property of Jonathan
G., an area of old-growth forest is protected under
the Nature Conservancy of Canada and open to the
public.

Although nobody now lives in the community
year-round, several people have cottages and summer
homes in Dunakym. As well, many can trace their

Continued page 6... ANCESTORS
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