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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK - INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

With this issue, the first of 2011, we have made some minor changes to the
publication. Director’s Desk, which formerly appeared on this page, has been
replaced with Editor’s Notebook and all information pertinent to the production of
the publication can now be found on page 31.

This issue also marks my tenth anniversary as Editor of The Participaper. For me,
there is certainly some truth to that old saying, “Time flies when you're having fun!”
Many thanks go to out to those of you who have raken time over the years to

Editor, comment on how much you have enjoyed receiving our little publication; it is always
Mariedneoin a pleasure to hear that we're on the “right track.”

Speaking of appreciation, Inverness County volunteers will be honoured April 13 at
the annual awards ceremony in Port Hood. OQur volunteers make a significant impact on our lives;
don't forget to nominate someone. The nomination guidelines have changed slightly, they appear on
page 24 and the nomination form is on page 25.

This issue also features details of programs to be offered in Inverness County communities for the
Winter/Spring session. You will find something for everyone on these pages - no matter your age or
gender. Remember too, that you may register for any course or workshop listed on these pages
regardless of where you live; the only requirement is that you register with the appropriate local
Programmer where the program is offered. On-site registration will be held the week of February 14-18
and the deadline for receipt of mail-in registrations is February 25th. All programming and course
listings begin on page 10. The registration form appears on page 9.

The Recreation Department is here to help you find ways to stay active through the winter months.
The Winter/Spring brochure will arrive soon in county mailboxes with listings of events and activities
taking place throughout the County for the next few months. Make sure to check it out and plan to
attend a few of the events. Also be sure to watch for “Winter Active” activities being hosted in several of

. our communities over the next few months. You will find some of them listed on page 6 of this issue.
Get out and about - have fun socializing with your neighbours and friends!

Festival and events organizers are reminded that the deadline to submit information for inclusion in
the County’s summer events brochure is fast approaching. Organizers are also reminded that the NS
Tourism, Culture & Heritage website: www.novascotia.com will also publish event information on their
website free of charge. For more information on promoting your festival or events, please contact the
municipal Recreation/Tourism Department offices at (902) 787-2274.
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND YOUR
InverNESs County RoOTS

RECENT PUBLICATION:
1. Pir Talk, the Legacy of Cape Breton Coal Mines by
Ian McNeil of East Lake Ainslie, published by
Icon Communication Co. Ltd., in partnership
with Ian McNeil Real Media, 2010.

This is a splendidly illustrated and well-
researched overview of the mines and the miners
and contains much local and regional history.

postage (US). Mr. Dobson, noted as a gatherer
of information of Scottish immigrants, has
provided the names of two thousand people from
the Roman Catholic districts of Scotland. The
book includes material on dates of immigration
and the names of many vessels, particularly those
which brought people from Clan Ranald Estates,
many descendants of whom settled in Cape

This book is an important
addition to personal and
institutional libraries.
book is available at the Bear
Paw Gift Shop in Inverness,
the Cape Breton Curiosity

Ian’s

Why waste your money looking up your
Jamily tree? Just go into politics and your
opponents will do it for you.

- A little genealogy humour

Breton.

5. The Nova Scotia
Genealogist is published
three times a year and

- Mark Twain : > e
includes articles, listings of

recent publications and

Shop in Sydney and from

Tan McNeil, East Lake

Ainslie, Whycocomagh BOE 3MO0.

2. The Porter Family of Yarmouth Nova Scotia, the
Descendanis of John and Mary Porter Who Settled as
Planters in Yarmouth and their Following
Generations to 2009 by Ann (Porter) Sorenson,
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, 2010, published by
Sentinel Publishing Co. [805 pages with
illustrations.] This book is available from Ann
Sorenson, Box 625, Port Maitland, Nova Scotia
POQ 2V0. Price is $50. This is a very well
researched and documented family history - an
extensive family with many connections in all parts
of Nova Scotia.

3. Erins Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada to
1863, (vol 4) by Terrence Punch, Halifax,
published by Genealogical Publishing Company,
Baltimore, Maryland, [178 pages, indexed.] $30
ppd (US). This fourth publication by Dr. Punch
on the early Irish immigrants includes many notes
which point the way to further research. An
important addition to the collection of anyone
interested in Irish immigration and in the history
of Nova Scotia.

4. Scottish Catholics at Home and Abroad, 1680 -
1780 by David Dobson, Clearfield Press,
Baltimore, Maryland [160 pages.] $15.00 plus
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other information useful to
Nova Scotians in search of ancestors, or interested
in compiling family histories. Membership in the
Genealogical Association of Nova Scotia includes
the publication. Annual membership costs
$25.00/ year. Their address is Suite 222, 3045
Robie St., Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3K 4P6 or email:
gans@chebucto.ns.ca. The Web site is:
www.chebucto.ns.ca/Recreation/Gans

SOURCES OF INFORMATION FOR INVERNESS COUNTY
SETTLERS:

1. Guysborough County - Many early
immigrants to Inverness County in the late 1700’
and early 1800’s had lived for a period of time in
Guysborough or were at least granted land around
Guysborough Harbour and along the shore
berween Guysborough and Mulgrave. Further
information may be found in the histories
compiled by Jost or Hart, particularly in land
records.

Among those who are on record in Guysborough
County are:

a) James Adams, a disbanded soldier of the
Tarleton Regiment: Although he himself did not
live to come to Cape Breton, his son John (b. ca.
1790) and John's mother, Susan Larraby (with her
second husband Donald MacLeod) were early

Continued page 4... ANCESTORS
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Continued from page 3... ANCESTORS

settlers in the Hillsborough-Mabou
area (see Mabou Pioneers, Book
2.)

b) Robert Brownley, a
disbanded soldier of the Duke
of Cumberland Regiment (and
native of Scotland.) Owned land in
Manchester and Guysborough Town.
Listed on 1818 census of Mabou as “a
cooper” he lived between Northeast Mabou and
Glenora Falls.

c) John Brown, a dishanded soldier, owned land
in Guysborough. Either he or his son, John,
married Nancy MacLeod and lived briefly in the
Mabou area.

d) Joseph Carter - native of southern US (either
Virginia or Carolina) owned land in Guysborough,
where he had come with settlers in 1784. He
apparently acquired land in Ship Harbour (Port
Hawkesbury) area by 1804.

e) John and Bethina/Bethany (Larraby) Clark -
Loyalist immigrants to Guysborough acquired
land at Port Hood and S.W. Mabou.

f) Mark Crowdis (Crowdice) - an early land
holder in Guysborough and then a settler in
Baddeck with descendants in the Margaree Valley.

g) Thomas Fox - one of the St. Augustine,
Florida settlers to Long Pond, Port Hastings area
by 1807.

h) John Hammond, born in Ireland - and a
disbanded soldier of a British Regiment - received
land in Guysborough and then Port Hood and
Mabou in the late 1700’s.

i) Irad Hart - a member of the extensive Hart
Family who came from Connecticut as Loyalists -
He moved to Margaree and was one of the
earliest residents there.

j) Matthew Hawley - a Loyalist seccler from
Connecticut - was an early land owner along the
shore in Port Hood and in Mabou.

k) James Horsford, Sergeant in Duke of
Cumberland Regiment and born in U.S. about
1763, owned land in Guysborough (at Milford
Haven) but moved to Cape Breton before 1800
and lived in Caribou Cove (Richmond Co.) His
daughter Eleanor married Matthew Hawley Jr. and

they resided in Hillsborough.
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m) Hezekiah Ingraham, a Loyalist settler in
Guysborough, was an early resident at Margaree
Harbour who later moved inland.

n) Larraby Family - Loyalist settlers from Maine
who immigrated to Guysborough County: John,
settled on SW River Mabou; Susan married James
Adams and then Donald MacLeod (both
disbanded soldiers) and lived at site of Mabou
Village; Bethany, married (as his second wife,)
Benjamin Worth of New Jersey, Port Hood and
Mabou. (Mabou Pioneers, Book 2)

p) James and Elizabeth Lyle of Georgia, Florida
(arrived with St. Augustine settlers) were land
owners in Guysborough, and owners of slaves
named Liberty and Sarah. They moved to near
Bear Cove, Richmond County, and were the
parents of Agnes Lyle, (who married David
Smith of Port Hood and Hillsborough, the son of
Capt David and Rebecca (Lombard) Smith [see
Smiths of Cape Breton.])

q) Donald MacLeod, a native of the Isle of
Harris, Scotland, and a disbanded soldier of the
Tarleton Regiment, was assigned two lots of land
in Guysborough County but moved to a lot of
land north of Port Hastings and then to a large lot
on which part of Mabou Village is now locared.
(Mabou Pioneers Book 2)

r) David and Susanne (Carter) Martin were
granted land in Guysborough as settlers with the
St. Augustine group. They later moved to the
Plaister Cove (Port Hastings) area. Their daughter,
Agnes, married John Smith of Port Hood Island in
1817, daughter of Captain David and Rebecca
(Lombard) Smith (see History of Smiths of Cape
Breton.)

s) Pegg (no last name given) was born as a slave
and owned by the Lyle family. She came to
Hillsborough, Cape Breton, as nanny to the
children of Agnes Lyle and David Smith.

t) Proctor Family - John, James and William
came from the southern USA to Guysborough
County with the St. Augustine group. He moved
to River Inhabitants, on the border between
Inverness and Richmond Counties.

u) David Welsh/Welch/ Walsh, a settler with the
St. Augustine group, received land near Red Head,
Gut of Canso, Guysborough County, and moved
to Plaister Cove.

ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continues page 5...
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 4...

It is also possible that Captain David Smith was
granted land in Guysborough County, but seems
not to be have lived there prior to coming to Port
Hood Island.

II. William MacKeen Papers, archived at the
Beaton Institute, Cape Breton University - the
receipts and received correspondence of the
merchant and politician, the Hon. William
MacKeen of Mabou. Also deposited there are

a number of the account books for his store(s). A
finding aid is available to help researchers find
information in the receipts and correspondence.
Many who lived in Inverness County at that time
are mentioned in these papers. The papers also
contain a good deal of information about the
history of the period 1820-1860. For example:

- 3 April 1820: file one, number 1 - a letter from
J. A. Crowdy, Colonial Secretary in Halifax, lists
those who will be members of the Militia for
Southern Regiment of the Militia of Cape Breton
Island.

- 10 May 1832: file one, number 5 - a letter from
Rev. Alex MacDonnell of Judique with regards to
the proper division of Cape Breton Island into
counties so that equal representation is in place.
- 7 November 1833: file one, number 12 - a letter
from John Peabody of Antigonish concerning the
formation of a Temperance Society in Inverness
County.

- 4 March 1833: file one, number 27 - a letter

from Charles Ward
includes a
resolution calling
for Cape Breton's
independence.

- 24 Sept 1846:
file one, number
70 - a request from
James Turpin,
cartographer, for
geographical and
topographical
information on the
area, for use in

tables to

accompany new Above Valentine circa early
maps to be 1900’.

published by

Turpin.

- 4 March 1840: file one, number 123 - a letter
from Robert Hill, manager of branch store at
Broad Cove, states that he intends to write to
Joseph Howe to discuss agricultural matters and
notes he needs material in the store to make boat
sails.

- 16 November 1842: file one, number 153 - a
letter from B.B. Watson concerning money
granted to Richard Tremain by the Agricultural
Society “for the promotion of chemistry in this
community.” The letter also concerns the
purchase of chemicals from New York. =

Strathspey Place Upcoming Events

(Members: $20)

February 11, 8pm - Dave Gunning & Catherine MacLellan - Admission: $25

February 13, 8pm - Love Letters - Admission $15 (no discount)
March 4, 8pm - jake's Gift - Admission: $18.75 (Members: $15)
March 25, 8pm - Cody Degaust - $5 (no discount)

April 21, 8pm - Gerry Dee - $39 (no discount)

More information on these and future events can be found on our website
at: strathspeyplace.com or email us at: strathspeyplace@gmail.com
To purchase tickets visit our website, stop in at the box office Monday to Friday, 1- 4 pm, or
contact us by phone 10 am to 4 pm at (902) 945-5300.
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“INVERNESS COUNTY ON THE MOVE..” encourages you to be active
and healthy your way every day! Many communities have stepped up to
the challenge and have partnered with the Inverness County Recreation/
Tourism Department for Winter Active 2011 events. There is no excuse
for being inactive this winter season! Dont miss your chance to get out
and play in the snow — here is a listing of the many great activities taking
place in Inverness County:

Lake Ainslie: Ski Workshop, Scotsville Fire hall, Date and Time; TBA.
This clinic will provide you with the basic ski techniques, how to wax
your skis and dress for the weather. There will be several sets of skis on
hand to try it out. They are available on a first-come first- served basis.
If you have your own, you are encouraged to bring them with you. This
clinic will be followed by a group ski/snowshoe outing! Contact: Coralie

Cara Palmer, Physical
Activity Leader/Coordinator 258-2597.
Jor Inverness County, practices
what she preaches: she stays

active in all kinds of weather. 3536,

Cheticamp: Winter Scavenger Hunt, Cape Breton Highlands National
Park, February 12, 10 am. Contact: Sandra LeFort at (902) 224-3814/

Judique: Mid-February. Time: TBA. Judique Community Centre Outdoor Rink. Activities: Skating,
broomball and hockey. Contact: Annette Mac Isaac at (902) 787-2372.

West Bay: February 19, 1 - 5 pm. Activities: Snowman Making, Outdoor Skating, Skiing,
Tobogganing, (Weather permitting) Darts, 45 card game, dominos, etc. Prizes and refreshments will
follow at the West Bay Hall. Contact: Murray MacPhie at (902) 345-2988.

Many Arenas are offering recreational skating for children and youth on school-based “In-service” days,
and over March Break! Get a group of friend’s together, lace up your skates and hit the ice! Children
and Youth Recreational Skating dates and times are as follows:

AL MACINNIS SPORTS CENTRE - Port Hood CABOT TRAIL ARENA - Cheticamp

Monday, March 14th:

Monday, March 7th: Contact: Contact:
4:30 - 6 pm, Grades P-8 Willie Murphy 1:00 - 2:30 pm, Grades P-6 A elGhiasson
Tuesday, March 8th: 2:30 - 4:00 pm, Grades 7-12

uesday, (902) 787-3210 : (902) 224-3337
4:30 - 6 pm, Grades 9-12 Friday, March 18th:

1:00 - 2:30 pm, Grades P-6
2:30 - 4:00 pm, Grades 7-12

Wednesday, March 9th:
4:30 - 6 pm, Grades P-8
Thursday, March 10th:
4:30 - 6 pm, Grades 9-12

MABOU ATHLETIC CENTRE WHYCOCOMAGH ARENA
Monday, March 14th: Monday, March 14th:
11:00 am - 12:30 pm, Grades P-6 11:00 am -12:30 pm, Grades P-6
12:30 - 2:00 pm, Grades 7-12 1:00 - 2:30 pm, Grades 7-12
Contact: Tuesday, March 15th: Contact:
Helmets are mandatory  Dylan Beaton 10:00 - 11:30 am, Grades P-6 Rob MacLean

for all ages for all events. (902) 945-2378 12 noon - 1:30 pm, Grades 7-12 (902) 756-2617

Check our “Inverness County on the Move” Facebook page, weekly Oran articles, and radio spots on
98.9 CJEX FM for up-to-date information on what’s happening around the county.

INVERNESS COUNTY ON THE MOVE...ACTIVE YOUR WAY, EVERY DAY!
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