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EITOR'S NOTEBOOK - INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

[he Christmas season is here and no doubt the familiar sounds and smells of the season permeate 
many area homes as preparations are made for the big day. As we prepare to enjoy this time of year 

with our family and friends, why not take some time to remember those who may be suffering due to loss, 
illness, loneliness or lack of ['financial resources. At any time of the year, but especially during the holiday 
season, helping out the less fortunate with time, money or any small gesture of loving kindness is always 
appreciated. 

On page 6 of this issue you.'llfindJim St Clair's annual Christmas Story. I sincerely hope that one 
Marie Aucoin day in the not too distantfu.tu.re these wonderful stories, which are based on our own history and tradi­ 

Editor tions,might become available in book form. Wouldn't that make a wonderful Christmas gift! 
The community of UArche has very kindly allowed us to share the story of their Christmas tradi­ 

tions with our readers this year (see page 8.) Another Christmas treat may be found on pages 16 and 17, where some of Virginia 
McCoy's superbly illustrated personal family Christmas cards appear. Thank you. Virginia for permitting u.s to share these with 
our readers! 

On page 22 we learn a little more about Amy Cotton of Judique through the eyes of her parents, Danny and Debbie Cotton. 
We are all so proud of this local athlete who has excelled at the top level in her sport. We congratulate and salute you. Amy. 

For those who wish to spend some time in the great outdoors this season getting in some healthy exercise - especially if the 
snow stays - there are cross country skis, snowshoes and nordic walking poles available for rent through the Recreation/Tourism 
Department. Rentals are available on a first-come, first-served basis. For more information call the Recreation Department at 
787--2274/3507 or 3508. And, if the kids want to skate, there are reasonably priced helmets available at local arenas: read more 
about the Helmet Program on page 24. 
Non-profit organizations in the area are reminded to submit their information as soon as possible to the Recreation/ Tourism 

Department if they wish to have their events included in the Winter/Spring 2013 brochure. This brochure promotes activities up 
to and including June 2013. Festival and Events organizers are also reminded that deadlines are fast approaching to have 2o13 
dates included in the Sunset Side of Cape Breton Visitors Guide and The Nova Scotia. Festivals & Events Guide. We also need 
your updates for the County website: http://www.inverness-ns.ca and the www.novascotia.com website. These are FREE market­ 
ing opportunities for yor festivals and events - don't miss out! Contact Margie Beaton at: 787-2274 Fax: 787-310 or email at: 
margie.beaton@invernesscounty.ca to submit your information. 
Don't forget that our spring programming calendar will soon be out. Call your local programmer with any suggestions you. 

may have for new courses or workshops. See page 31 for programmers' contact information. 
And finally, enjoy all that hverness County has to offer this season. We are lnverness County- You.rs to Discover! 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Editor's Notebook Page 2 
Ancestors Unlimited Page 3 
A Christmas Story Page 6 
Christmas at L'Arche Page 8 
Meet your new Council Page 12 
Report on the NPSCF AGM Page 15 
Virginia McCoy Christmas Cards Page 16 
Michelle Greenwell Programs Page 19 

Olympian Amy Cotton Page 22 
Inverness County on the Move Page 24 
Local Food Page 27 
ICC A Call for Proposals Page 28 
Celtic Quilt Guild Page 29 
ECRL Schedule , Page 30 
Crisis Lines Page 30 
Municipal Contact Info Page 31 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE p ARTICIPAPER IS THE SPRING PROGRAMMING ISSUE 
IT WILL BE DELIVERED TO RESIDENTS EARLY-fEBRUARY 2013 

THE DEADLINE DATE FOR SUBMISSIONS FOR THE ISSUE IS JANUARY 19 2013 . , 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 
by Dr Jim St Clair 

I. UPDATE - Letter from Neil Maclnnis to his 
father dated 1873 
In the July/ August issue of The Participaper (Vol 33 
#3, page 3) the election of Neil Maclnnis of 
Inverness County to political office in Minnesota, 
USA, was noted in tidbits gathered from newspapers. 
His grandnephew, Frank Maclnnis of Creignish, has 
kindly supplied a copy of a letter written by Neil to 
his father, Angus Maclnnis of Queensville, Inver- 
ness County, who was a miller .----------------, 

People will not look forward to posterity, 
in the county. Frank's grand- 

who never look backward to their ancestors. 
father, Allan, was a brother of - Edmund Burke 
Neil. [As the letter was originally 
written without divisions into para­ 
graphs, some separation is provided here for the convenience of 

our readers.] 
Marquette (Michigan) 

Sept. 7th, 1873 
Dear Father, 
I have not heard from any of my relatives or friends 
for a long time and in fact I do not know whether or 
not you are all alive or not. I see by the Eastern pa­ 
pers that there has been a terrible storm on the coast 
of Nova Scotia and that there were many hundreds 
of American fishing vessels with their crews lost. If 
that is the case, I am more than certain that many of 
my acquaintances if not nearer friends are among the 
lost. 

I had no news since I saw the account of the 
storm and so many being lost I was afraid about 
Hugh. I did not hear whether he was out fishing this 
summer or not but I am pretty sure he was. Will you 
then at once without any delay whatever on receipt 
of this write me a full account of all of our acquaint­ 
ances and friends that were lost. Times with me 
are pretty much the same. I am st.ill employed in 
the same place and will be at all accounts until next 
summer. My wage now is 100 dollars a month but all 
that a person can't save much. Things are high then 
we have the luck of sickness now and then. 

Little Angus [Ed: presumably the letter writer's son] 
was very sick for a month in July and August. We 

were afraid he would follow his little brother but 
thank God he is now perfectly well and as the worst 
part of the season for children is over we are in hope 
that he is all right. 

I wrote several letters to Lach and Maggie but 
have received no answer. I also wrote brother Angus 
but received no reply. Let me know if they are yet 
in Boston or if Maggie got over her sickness. I have 
still hopes of seeing you all yet if its God's will that I 

can afford a bit of money within 
the next ten years. I shall return 
to Boston anyway. If I am poor, 
I shall never return. Let me know 
if you have notion of coming to 

the United States. Father, you have no idea what a 
magnificent country this is. I tell you sir that a per­ 
son born and brought up in Cape Breton has little 
idea of what a country this is. 

Let me know if Angus Macinnis of Malagawatch 
moved to the United States. Let me know about 
Uncle Angus. Let me know how the crops ale down 
there. Let me know if there is much money for the 
roads and who has the laying out of it. Which is 
member Hugh MacDonald or Doctor Campbell? 

I had a letter from Caty for which I am much 
obliged. I only received it a few days ago. It went 
astray. You must be particular in writing to me. Put 
the address in full: Neil Macinnis P. 0. Box 14, 
Marquette, Michigan. 

Dear father, I hope you will make no delay in 
writing me and bring me full particulars. Remember 
me kindly to all friends. My love to yourself and 
mother the rest of the family. 

With best wishes 
Your loving son Neil 

[Editor's note: the storm mentioned in the letter was probably 
the famous August Gale of 1873. Also, many people of the 
time used the term "friends" to mean relatives or cousins as a 
translation of the Gaelic word "cairdean".] 

Frank Maclnnis also supplied the information 
that Neil's father was Angus the Miller of Queens- 
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS 

ville and his mother was Christie Maclnnis of River 
Denys Mountain. He also states that Neil left 
Queensville in 1870 and married Marcella MacDon­ 
ald of Antigonish. Together, they left Nova Scotia 
for Boston and then went to Marquette, Michigan, 
before moving on to Minnesota where Neil became 
involved in politics and iron-ore mining. There is a 
school named for him in Tower, Minnesota. Frank 
also states that Neil never did return to Nova Sco­ 
tia. He adds that Neil and Marcella were the grand­ 
parents of the late George Mclnnis of California. 
Some people will remember George as a person 
much interested in the genealogies of Inverness 
County families, who also renewed the connec­ 
tions between branches of the Maclnnis family. 

Census and death records for Minnesota 
reveal that Macinnis was a mining superintend­ 
ent and died on the 7th of December in 1916. 
Minnesota Archives also records that Maclnnis 
moved to St. Louis County, Minnesota in 1884 and 
served as a Village Treasurer for the community of 
Tower as well as a member of the school board and 
as an alderman. 

The above letter is certainly well written and 
shows the quality of the English education which 
Maclnnis had acquired. In addition, his interest in 
the happenings in Nova Scotia is very strong. Such 
letters are a fine insight into the lives of people of 
Inverness County. Many thanks to Frank Maclnnis 
for sharing it with us. 

II. AN INVERNESS COUNTY INVENTOR 
(and miller) 
In the list of Canadian patents for inventions, the 
work of Samuel McKeen of Hillsborough is noted. 
The design of his odometer may also be found in 
Record Group number 5, Series GP, Vol. 13, item 
number 25 in the holdings of the Nova Scotia Ar­ 
chives. 

The odometer, for which a patent was issued in 
March of 1854, had a series of eight gears which 
were joined together and then attached to the frame 
of a horse-drawn buggy. The first gear was turned by 
a wheel placed on the hub of the buggy wheel. An 
indicator hand marked off the number of rods or 
miles journeyed by the driver of the wagon. 

An illustration of the design of the invention is 
provided in the archival holdings. McKeen, the 
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son of William and Ann (Archibald) McKeen was 
a brother of the Hon. William McKeen of Mabou. 
He is also noted as the builder of a large grist mill 
near the Stoney River Bridge in Hillsborough, some 
of the walls of which may still be seen. 

Who has a model of the odometer? 
f{ (a] { (s} [s]iii(+ f@ {ifi(s), [$ 

McKeen? What other inventions of 
Inverness County people should be on a 

list of items designed and manufac­ 
tured in the county? 
For more information about 

Samuel McKeen, the miller and 
inventor, see Mabou Pioneers Book 2, page 
497. 

III. EARLY MAP OF CAPE BRETON ­ 
DATED 1794 
James Miller, perhaps of the Millers of 
Truro, drew a map of the whole of Cape 

Breton. Dated in 1794, it may be seen in a listing of 
maps on-line or in Joan Dawson's book The Map­ 
maker's Eye, published by Nimbus. 

The coastline of Inverness County is well de­ 
tailed in the map while most of the interior of the 
county is not well recorded, except around the Bras 
d'Or Lakes. 

Miller notes on his map that he has relied on the 
work of the surveyor DesBarres and the observa­ 
tions of the Surveyor General Nugent and others as 
to the location of minerals. 

He locates plaster at Plaster of Paris Cove; coal at 
Port Hood; and at Hunting River [Mabou] "coloured 
earths" but no coal. 

Further coal deposits are indicated at the present 
Inverness, which is not identified by name. Yellow 
ores are said to be found at the upper "Margarie(sic) 
River" and near the Cheticamp River. On this map, 
the Margarie River is also called "Salmon River." No 
settlements are noted here. 

IV. PETITIONS FOR LAND GRANTS 
Many early petitions for land grants may be found 
on-line at http://gov.ns.ca/nsarm/virtual/land/. As 
seen from the examples listed next page, this source 
of information can reveal a good deal of informa­ 
tion about individuals as well as historical activity in 
Inverness County: 

Continued page 5.. ANCESTORS 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 4... 

(i) In the 1821 petition of Peter Larade it is noted 
that he is a native of Marguerite(sic), aged 27 and 
married with one child. He requested a lot of land 
on the east side of the river which has been oc­ 
cupied by him or his father for thirty years. The 
Government response was that the petitioner should 
receive 200 acres and would include his house and 
improvements. The remainder of the 430 acres to be 
divided between him and Liffraid Meuse(sic) should 
he apply for it. 
(ii) An 1815 petition of Peter Briard an agent for 
the House of Philip Robin and Company" asks for 
a lot at Port Hood on the peninsula adjoining the 
land of John Smith, along the 
shore including the beach; the 
purpose is to build stores and 
carry on the fisheries. [Editors 
note: it would appear from this 
description that Port Hood Island 
was still joined to the mainland by 
the sand bar at that time.] 
(iii) In an 1819 petition, Briard 
again notes that he is an agent 
for Philip Robin and Co "who 
have carried on a fishing business along the shore 
of Cape Breton since 1765.° They want a grant for 
the land for which they had received a lease in 1816. 
He adds that the members of the firm are: Philip 
Robin, Elizabeth Robin,John Robin,James Robin 
and Clement Hememy(sic). And, in 1820, the firm 
of Philip Robin & Company also requested twenty­ 
two acres on the west side of Port Hood Harbour 
and supply a plan. The government recommended 
the petitions. 

V. VITAL RECORDS 
Among the most useful collections of vital records 
(many of which are not to be found in provincial 
records) are the abstracts of those published in 
The Presbyterian Witness magazine - as gathered and 
printed by the MacCormicks of Middleton, Nova 
Scotia. These publications may be consulted at the 
Beaton Institute; the Public Archives of Nova Scotia; 
or at the Highland Village in Iona. 

Some examples, as listed below, are from the 
thousands of records found in Volume 3 of the 
aforementioned magazine: 
(i) Marriage of Lewis Levi Miller to Maggie I\kAskill, 
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daughter of Norman McAskill of Centreville on 24 
December 1907 with Rev. Ernest Bayne officiating. 
(ii) Death of Murdoch Morrison on 27 July 1901, 
at Grand Ance(sic), West Bay, aged 85. He was an 
elder of the Whycocomagh Congregation for many 
years and belonged to a family of five. The late Rev. 
Donald Morrison, missionary in the New Hebrides, 
was his brother. 
(iii) Dated 23 March 1897, the marriage of Sarah 
Morrison of Lochside, Cape Breton, to Alexander 
McKay of Strathlorne, Cape Breton. The marriage 
took place in Charlestown, Massachusetts and was 
performed by Rev. A. K. MacLennan. [E.d: UJchside 

refers to Loch Lomond, Cape Breton 
County.] 

VI. ON-LINE CENSUS 
At http://www.capebre­ 
tongenweb.com/1818cen 1. 
html#shipharbr, the Census 
Rolls for Cape Breton Island 
1818 may be found. From the 
extract for "Inhabitants about 
Ship Harbour Gut of Canso," 
we can deduce that the Port 

Hawkes bury area was multi-ethnic at that time, as, 
according to the listings, Angus Grant was the only 
resident born in Scotland with the remainder being 
born elsewhere. For example, Nicholas Penr(Paint?) 
and John Mullan(I\foulin?) are listed as being born on 
Guernsey; James Whitney, Henry King and four sons 
identify ''.America" as their old home as do Seth and 
James Brown and the Reeves, Careers and Towns; the 
Johnsons and Beavers are listed as English; Christo­ 
pher Tibou is the only one from Denmark; the eldest 
Langley identified Ireland as his birthplace, while the 
two younger Langleys list Quebec and Upper Canada 
as their birthplaces; the Martins and Embrees are 
listed as born in Nova Scotia, as were their parents. 
This census also lists occupations and we can see 
that these were people who fished, farmed, and made 
barrels or were sailors, carpenters and shoemakers. 

Very interesting insights into the lives of early 
Inverness County residents at Ship Harbour may be 
gleaned from documents such as this. Also at this 
website are census rolls for the communities along 
the shore and for parts of River Inhabitants. 
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The 2iqt of Hope Continues to Show the 0ay 
This is a story for reading aloud at this season of the year. It is a story based on Inverness 
County traditions and names and is one of several written for The Participaper through the 
years by Jim St.Clair 
AA a little girl my grandmother, Sarah Jane, lived in the large house at the edge of 
8Ill the lake. From the upstairs windows she could see across the water and along the 

shore and to the mountains. All of her days she recalled the brightness of many lanterns lighting the way 
along the shoreline to the foot of the mountain road. It was she who told me the story of the events of 
December 1880 when she was but five years old. 

As the dark days of December gathered clouds from the tops of the surrounding mountains and spread 
them across the landscape, the fust snows came then melted and came again, seemingly to remain. Both 
morning and evening, people began to carry lighted lanterns when they went to their barns. Harnesses now 
had bells attached as sleighs were brought out of carriage sheds. At unexpected moments, the jangle of bells 
could be heard in the distance and on the roadway near Sarah Jane's house. 

From early December, the communiry was astir with the news that the Reverend James Edward Camp­ 
bell was coming from Scotland on his way to take up a pastorate in a newly established church in Winnipeg. 
Campbell was the son of Ewen Campbell, once of the community. Ewen, as a young man, had become a 
prosperous merchant and shipbuilder and then sailed off to Scotland in one of his own vessels. Once there, 
he became a Presbyterian minister of some reknown. And now, his recently ordained son, James Edward, 
was about to arrive to meet his father's kin and old neighbours. 

It had been arranged by telegraph that he would preach at a special service on the evening of the twenty­ 
third of December. But his visit would be short- just twenty-four hours. His journey from Truro was to 
be by train to Antigonish and then stagecoach to Auld's Cove, with the remainder by rented horse and buggy 
from Port Hastings to the lake. 

The twenty-second - the day of his expected arrival - dawned bright cold. Since the community had 
planned to gather in the afternoon to meet him at the church, wood was fed to the stoves at either end of the 
structure throughout the day so that the building would be warm. 

Two hours before his expected arrival, word came by wire from Port Hood to Sarah Jane's father, the 
telegraph operator, that young James Edward had just changed horses at the livery stable in Port Hood and 
would arrive on time for a special short service. Down from the mountains and out from the glens people 
came on foot, horseback and in pung sleighs, all bundled up against the chill of the late afternoon. 

Among the folks who gathered were Benoni and Saramantha Rice who lived on the mountain road 
between the lake and Margaree. They came with two young children well wrapped around with scarves and 
blankets. One was three and the other just a baby, the surviving child of twins born in October. The Rices 
had come a long way to meet James Campbell, a cousin of Saramantha (although she had been born long 
after her Uncle Ewen had left Cape Breton some thirry years before.) 

The year had been a difficult one for the Rice family; only one twin had survived, and that one had been 
quite sickly, although was now gaining strength. They had lost their field of oats when a 
forest fire started by lightning swept across the nearby 
ripe crop. Their potatoes had not done well either. But now, here 
they were, after asking a neighbour to milk the cows and look 
after the stock, because they planned to remain overnight with 
Saramantha's mother in the cottage by the lake near the church. 

And now from the distance came the sound of new sleigh 
bells, and into the churchyard came a horse and sleigh with two 
men and a woman waving their greetings. The well-dressed men 
and the tall unfamiliar woman quickly came into the church 

Continued on page 7...Light of Hope 
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Continued from page 6...Light of Hope 

as greetings in Gaelic spread around the room. 
The trio carried between them a small wooden cradle with a bundle all wrapped in blankets 

within it. Questioning conversations rippled through the people of the congregation. 
Then, one of the two men removed his muffler and tall stylish hat and gloves before 
promptly bounding up the steep stairs to the high pulpit which had a round sounding 
board above it (this being a device for amplifying the words of the speaker.) 

As the oil lamps in brackets on the walls and suspended from the ceiling spread light throughout the 
increasing darkness, the Reverend James Edward Campbell introduced himself as the son of Ewen and 
grandson of Alexander who had once lived at North Lake. His face reminded people of Campbells of years 

past (and present) but his voice had a distinct accent. 
After thanking the Creator for a safe journey and for the opportunity to come to see his 

father's kinfolk and former neighbours, he introduced the other man as the Reverend James Mac­ 
Tavish, who was going to the West with him. He then asked the woman, whom he intorduced as 

1 
Mrs. Jamieson, to bring forth the bundle from the cradle which had been placed near the foot of 

~, the pulpit. 
My grandmother remembered how surprised everybody was when James Edward Campbell 

began to speak of the light that is always the hope of life, for at that exact moment, a baby's cry 
was heard and Mrs Jamieson uncovered the face of a small baby. 

It was then that Reverend James Edward Campbell explained to the astonished congregants how he and 
his friend James MacTavish had travelled in a stage coach from Antigonish to Auld's Cove with a young 
woman and a baby just several months old. They had all remained overnight in a small inn at the Strait of 
Canso. But in the morning, the innkeepers discovered that the woman had died in the night. There had been 
no address in her luggage just a name, Ruth, on an envelope which contained a considerable sum of money. 

Arranging for Mrs Jamieson, a wetnurse who lived nearby, to care for the baby, the innkeepers said that 
they would see to the burial of the young woman, but that neither they nor Mrs Jamieson could keep the 
child. They would accept no money for their services. 

And so, accompanied by the accommodating wet nurse, the two ministers arrived at the lake with the 
unexpected baby, a child in whom the light of life was strong; an orphan in need of a name and home and a 
nourishing mother. 

After short readings, a prayer and a hymn in Gaelic, the people dispersed with plans to return the next 
afternoon for a special service. The travellers found accommodations with people who lived nearby and 
Saramantha and Benoni stayed the night with her mother in her cottage. After a meal and putting the two 
children to rest in great feather beds laid out on the floor, the parents spoke quietly well into the night. 

The next morning dawned bright with the promise of a fair day as the last of the night stars disappeared 
in a pink and yellow sunrise on this, one of the shortest days of the year. Cousin James Edward Campbell 
came to visit the Rices in the morning and, in earnest conversation, he said that he would rejoice if they 
could undertake the care of the orphan child. 

Saramantha was still nursing her surviving twin, he noted, adding that he and Reverend MacTavish 
couldn't travel across the country with a young baby. After prayer with them, he left to visit others in the 
area. 

In the afternoon, as the sunlight reflected on the start of a sheet of ice on the 
lake, everyone gathered at the church. The Reverend James Campbell and Reverend 
James MacTavish read in two languages the words of the prophet, "Unto us a child 
is born; unto us, a child is given... 

Then, Benoni and Saramantha rose in their seats and came forward to the front 
of the church. They lifted the child from the cradle and said to the people in strong 
voices that they felt called to care for this child, a stranger without a home, in their 
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