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EDITOR's NOTEBOOK - INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

"The Christmas season is already upon us and I feel that summer was just yesterday! 
I What's that they say about getting older? 

In the rush to Christmas, do you sometimes find yourself short on cash and/or out 
of time for gift shopping? Don't worry! Here are some ideas for gifts that are easy to 
do and easy on the wallet. 

Photo Album: If you want to do something really special for a family member. 
why not create a meaningful photo album filled with photos of good family times to­ 
gether. Buy an inexpensive but pretty scrapbook and collect some of the family pictures 

Marie Aucoin that would mean most to your gift recipient. As you place each picture, write some- 
Editor thing about the photo and when it was taken: also jot down what was going on when it 

was taken and perhaps what you were feeling at the time. 
Coupons: This is a great idea for kids to give as gifts (parents could also give coupons to their kids!) 

Create a book of gift coupons (maybe five or ten coupons to a book.) These could be given to mom or 
dad, grandparents, best friend, teacher ... whomever! The contents of the coupons are only limited by your 
imagination! For example. some coupons could say this: 
"This coupon good for one breakfast in bed" "This coupon good for one shoveled driveway" 
"This coupon good for one clean bedroom" "This coupon is good for one clean living room" 
Anything that you know someone would appreciate, you can make a coupon for it! For example. grand- 

parents would probably appreciate coupons: There are probably many little jobs around the house that 
they need someone to do for them. 
Artwork: Are you an artist? Do you like to draw or paint, make things or write poetry? Why not 

make something truly personal for the people on your gift list? What could be better than something made 
with love by YOU for that special someone on your list? 
Music: Why not make a music CD/DVD or download your favourite playlist onto a "flash drive" for 

someone on your list? You could use your own favourites to make a mix of stuff you know everyone else 
will love! 
Whatever you do (or don't do) about gifts. remember that there's a lot more to the holidays than just 

great presents. Having time to spend with friends and family, the good feelings you get from being with the 
people you love and doing things for others are the best things about Christmas! 

Readers have already received a Christmas gift in this issue as two fine young people have shared their 
stories with us on how they have changed their lives dramatically for the better - their stories begin on 
page 20. And on page 6 there's another gift. a beautiful Christmas story from Jim St. Clair. 
We thank all who contributed to this issue and hope that everyone will find peace, love and the joys of 

the Christmas season throughout the season and into 2012. 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS 
by Dr Jim St. Clair 

SECTION I - MUSEUMS ON THE MOVE: 
A. The reorganization of the support system for 
museums in Nova Scotia has been a matter of 
discussion at recent gatherings of heritage enthusi­ 
asts of Cape Breton. 

At its fall meeting, the Heritage Cape Breton 
Connection Cooperative (formerly Iona Connection) 
received information about the change in structure. 
The Branch Museums (the Family of Nova Scotia 
Museums, such as the Nova Scotia Highland Village 
and Cossitt House in Sydney) remain closely allied to 
the Nova Scotia Museum, 
under Executive Director, 
Bill Greenlaw. 

"Things that are separate shall be united and 
acquire such virtue that they will restore to man 
his lost memory: that is papyrus which are made 
of separate strips and have preserved the memory 
of the things and acts of men." 

The Community 
Museums (of which there 
are several in Inverness 
County, including the Mac­ 
Donald House, Orangedale 
Station, Chestico, Miners 
Museum, Les Trois Pignons, Port Hastings) continue 
to be part of the Community Museums Assistance 
Program. Paul Collins continues as the Coordinator 
of the Museums Assistance Program, which directs 
programs which bring information, advice and 
evaluation to the community museums throughout 
the province. Sixty-six such institutions currently 
receive financial grants, based on an evaluative sys­ 
tem which is now being examined by a special team 
in order to bring about improvements. Ms. Penny 
Harvey is now the Administrative Assistant of the 
newly formed Department of Community, Culture 
and Heritage. 

At time of writing this column, a special meeting 
is scheduled to be held at the Nova Scotia Highland 
Village on the first of December. The initial find­ 
ings and recommendations will be presented by Mr. 
Collins, who is expected to attend the meeting with 
the professionals who are conducting the review of 
the procedures and funding formula for community 
museums. 

For those unable to attend the meeting, but who 

wish to express opinions regarding the procedures 
for evaluating and for providing funds to assist 
museums and for aiding them in their growth, the 
Community Museum Assistance program may be 
reached via email at: collinps@gov.ns.ca or harvey­ 
pg@gov.ns.ca. 

For those board members and curators who wish 
to engage in an evaluation of their own museums, a 
self-assessment document is available on line through 
the website of the Department of Communities, 
Culture and Heritage at the following URL: http:// 

www.gov.ns.ca/tch/herit­ 
age_cmap.asp (where you 
will find a pdf copy of the 
CMAP Evaluation Self­ 
Assessment Document) 
The Community 

Museums Assistance 
Program is designed to 
provide services for the 

effective operation of museums and their improve­ 
ment, through its evaluative procedures and publica­ 
tion of a variety of documents and brochures. 

At the meeting of the Heritage Cape Breton Con­ 
nection Limited, it was stressed that the evaluation 
of museums and the encouragement for change and 
growth is a joint effort by the Department and by 
The Association of Nova Scotia Heritage (formerly 
known as the Federation of Nova Scotian Heritage). 

With a membership of ninety heritage organ­ 
izations across the Province of Nova Scotia, the 
Association is providing a number of workshops for 
both board members and potential museum profes­ 
sionals. See the Department's website at: http:// 
novascotiaheritage.ca in order to access information 
about those offerings in board structure and in basic 
museum theory and practice. 
B. USEFUL LINKS: 
-Nova Scotia's Offical Heritage Website [http:// 
novascotiaheritage.ca] features information on over 
300 heritage organizations and links to provincial 
resources and programs. Continued page 4...ANCESTORS 

- Leonardo Da Vinci 
(The Notebooks of Leonardo Da Vinci, Volume T) 
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS 

- Association of Nova Scotia Museums [http:/ /www. 
ansm.ns.ca] While you are on the site, sign up for the 
Beacon e-newsletter which provides information and 
updates for Nova Scotia's museum community 
.Kids in Museum [wwwkidsinmuscums.org.uk] 'This 
website is an international movement to bring young 
people and their families 
in closer association with 
museums. Museums staff 
and volunteers learn how 
to be more welcoming, 
how not to say "sssh" or 
"don't touch" and become 
more interactive, hands-on 
and aware of height and 
language of children. For 
provocative and helpful 
material, check out the 
website and their 
"Manifesto" page. 
- Heritage Cape Breton Connection Cooperative Ltd. 
Watch for a new website and logo soon to be on-line. 

Museums in Nova Scotia are on the move! Cape 
Breton is providing much leadership in their growth. 
Membership in the several museums organizations is 
encouraged. 

SECTION II - STORE LEDGERS: 
A SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR FAMILY 
RESEARCHERS AND LOCAL HISTORIANS. 
Among the most informative surviving ledgers are 
those of Malcolm MacAulay (1821-1883) a merchant 
of South Side River Denys Basin. Through the 
generosity of Mac/Aulay descendants and the work 
of Pauline MacLean of the Nova Scotia Highland 
Village, the items are being carefully surveyed for 
insights into the products available for purchase and 
the method of payment. 

One instance: In 1883,John McKenzie, "Neil's 
son, Malagawatch," [who may have been the grandson of 
Donald McKenzie, veteran of the Battle of Trafalgar] who 
lived near the Mac/\ulay store, is listed as responsible 
for the following purchases in July: 2 yds of ribbon, 
1 hat, 2 silk handkerchiefs, 2 prs gloves, l yd muslin, 
sole leather. In addition, the family purchased tea, 
paper, needles, tobacco, sugar, tea, cards (probably 
for processing wool), a pitcher, and matches. In the 
next several months there were purchases of a scythe 
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and a scythe "snath," a sickley, a pitch fork, soap, pins 
and needles, salts, herring, meal and "bonnet 
shapes." Later on, the ledgers reveal that the 
MacKenzies purchased (in addition to the usual 
sugar, tea, tobacco) putty, warp (for the weaving), 
knives and forks, soap, candles, a candlestick, two 
dozen books, a codline, a teapot, and a chamber pot. 

The MacKenzie neigh­ 
bours, the Roderick 
Cummings household, 
made similar purchases 
and paid for their supplies 
with more than 700 feet of 
boards, 1500 shingles, but­ 
ter and eels. 

Such accounts give 
insights into the variety of 
items a country store 
carried and also the supplies 

and luxury items required by individual families. The 
way people dressed and ate and carried on business is 
evident to the careful reader of such documents. It 
is hoped that local historians will begin the process 
of comparing the accounts for individual families 
and also the differences to be found in communities. 

SECTION III - KEEP AT THE SEARCH! 
FOLLOW AL.L CLUES! 
A Case Study ­ 
In the 9th of November 2011 issue of the Oran, Bill 
Dunphy wrote an article about two MacRaes from 
Inverness County who died in World War One and 
whose names are listed on a plaque on the MacRae 
Castle (Eilean Donan) in Scotland, along with five 
hundred other McRaes/MacRaes who lost their lives 
in that conflict. 

Colin MacRae of West Lake and Murdock Mac­ 
Rae of River Denys and the West Bay area, are the 
two recognized as hailing from Inverness County. 

Through the assistance of relatives such as Sadie 
Blue Fee, Douglas and Murina Kennedy and Lester 
MacLennan, photographs of the two young men 
who lie buried in Belgium were obtained for the 
issue. But the search for information about each of 
them engaged a number of people, including Bar­ 
bara MacKay of West Bay and Phyllis Wagg of St. 
George's Channel, Pauline MacLean of the Nova 

Continued page 5... ANCESTORS 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 4... 

Scotia High.land Village and the Editor of this 
column. 

The story of each of these young -and almost 
forgotten - veterans of The Great War is a fascin­ 
ating substantiation of the individuality of each 
person's own life story. And, the background of 
these young men (each born in the late 1800s) 
reveals how frequently the people of Inver­ 
ness County were on the move, both around 
the island of Cape Breton and further afield. 

The story of Colin MacRae of 
Claverhouse, West Lake Ainslie is a prime 
example of that movement. He was born 
in May of 1874 and died on the battlefield 
of St. Eloi, near Ypres, Belgium in April 
of 1918. I£ we follow the search trail for 
background material we find that Claver­ 
house - a post office of Inverness County 
from 1896 to 1968 - received its name and official 
status in Colin's younger years. Claverhouse recalls 
a noted Scot named John Graham (Bonnie Dundee) 
First Viscount Dundee and 7th Lord of Claverhouse, 
who lost his life in battle two hundred years before 
a rural community in Cape Breton honoured him. 
Was it the Cameron family of the area who chose the 
name? Or perhaps the MacR.aes? 
It is easy to read the obituary of MacRae, as 

printed in the Oran and his army record, to discover 
his parents were Murdock and Catherine MacRae of 
that part of our county (Claverhouse.) But ...read the 
census record for 1901 and note that Catherine, his 
mother, was born in Ireland and Colin and several 
siblings were born in the USA. 

The same record shows that they didn't come to 
Claverhouse until 1899 when their father brought 
them all from Massachusetts to live with his aging 
parents, John and Catherine, along the shores of 
Lake Ainslie. Both Colin's moilier and his grand­ 
mother were named Catherine. 

They lived less than a mile away from the place 
where oil drilling had occurred several years earlier 
(and where new drilling is proposed in 2011 !!) (See 
Church's Map of the 1870s.) 

But who was Murdock's wife Catherine, the 
mother of the soldier? Massachusetts marriage 
records show her as a McGonagle when she married 
Murdock in 1889 in Bridgewater, Plymouth, Massa­ 
chusetts. The 1901 census record reveals she was 
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naturalized in 1880, so she and her parents (John and 
Margaret McGonagle/Mcgunagale) must have 
arrived from Ireland in that year. What brought 
them and Murdock to the South Shore of Massachu­ 

setts? The new shoe factories? More research is 
needed. 
Then the question arises as to who were 

Murdock's parents, John and Catherine (who 
were also the grandparents of the young 
soldier of 1917 .) They are not to be 

found on the 1871 Census in Inverness 
County. Their deaths are not recorded in the 

vital records in Halifax. However, a determined 
researcher found them on the 1871 census in the 
Bucklaw/Hume's Brook area of Little Narrows, 
Victoria County, just across the Inverness County 
border. Could they have been connected with the 
extensive gathering of MacRaes in Middle River, 

not far away? Yes, The History of Middle River (p.162) 
shows Catherine to be a Finlayson and John to be 
a son of Murdock MacR.ae, an immigrant from 
Scotland (probably from an area not far from Eilean 
Donan Castle where the name of his great-great 
grandson appears on a plaque.) Other information 
suggests that these MacR.aes may have had some 
association with other people of that name in West 
Bay. Could the two soldiers have been distantly re­ 
lated? Did they ever meet? Oilier local information 
reveals that young Colin has relatives today among 
the Maclnnises and MacLeans of Inverness and Lake 
Ainslie. 

All of this searching and all of this new informa­ 
tion arises from an almost chance finding by an Oran 
reporter while on vacation in Scotland. So search out 
all sources, ask all of the questions you can muster 
and eventually new information will surface! Hurrah 
for all those who participated in providing the back­ 
gound material about young Private Colin MacRae 
of Massachusetts and Claverhouse and Belgium. 

SECTION IV • TIDBITS FROM INVERNESS 
COUNTY DEED BOOKS 
A. Deed Book B- From one of the earliest deeds 
dated 2 April 1824: Miles McDaniel of Margarie(sic) 
farmer and Rebecca McDaniel his wife sold to Peter 
O'Quinn (Aucoin) lot 1 of 170 acres at the West Side 
of River Denys. Price 110 pounds sterling. Name 

Continued page 6... ANCESTORS 
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HOPE - A Christmas Story 
(An original work of fiction written by Dr James St Clair based on events taken from Inverness County History.) 

IN THE BEGINNING, A WORD- STORM 
It was a morning of storm that 24th day of December 1804 on the coast of Cape 

Breton Island. Above the snug cove on the Gut of Canso, the stone cottage of 
Madame Douce Belhache felt the strength of the gale: first from the the Southeast, 

then from the East and the North and, finally, the Northwest. 
IN THE BEGINNING, A WORD- DESPAIR 

Within the house, Madame Douce and her housekeeper, Jane Fox, closed the inside window shutters 
against the blast and lit candles, to relieve the gloom and try to brighten the sadness in their hearts. In the 
past week, Douce had finally received word that Philip Belhache, her ship captain husband, would never again 
sail in his ship, L'Esperance, up the Strait. A recent word from their shipping agent in South Carolina dashed 
all expectation that the missing vessel would be found. 

Douce's hopes for a miracle had been dashed. The fust winter of her widowhood was upon her, here on 
this bleak coast of Cape Breton, far from the mild cimate of her native island of Jersey. A woman without 
husband or living child; she felt as buffeted by the winds of fate as the rocky shore was battered by the roar­ 
ing gale. Of what use was her one thousand acre estate and her comfortable house and her developing farm 
since her husband had joined their only daughter in death? At least their child was buried in the cemetery not 
far from the door of the house. Where was Philip but in the dark cold water of some unknown part of the 
Atlantic Ocean. 
IN THE BEGINNING, A WORD- ENERGY 

As the storm began to abate outdoors, by the fireplace within Douce felt the chill of her circumstances ­ 
should she not sell her holdings and return to her family and friends in the Channel Islands where accents 
and customs were familiar? As she asked herself these weighty questions,Jane was busy preparing a morning 
repast of tea and pastries and local wild strawberry preserves which she brought on a bright silver 
tray to her employer and joined her by the fire. 

At the same tirne,John Buck and his wife Isabel Keith, weavers who were employed by Douce and Philip, 
took down the window shutters for the day and put the snuffer to the candles. Then they sat by the window 
of their small cottage to read a selection from the Bible, as was their custom. In the beginning was the 

word ... " A selection of John's Gospel was read in Gaelic from 
the worn book brought with them from Caithness, Scotland. 
In the Belhache barn, Marie Doucette, the dairy maid, finished 

the morning milking and prepared to carry the two wooden 
buckets filled with warm fresh milk across the snow-filled yard 
to the house. But first, aided by her small son Pierre, the widow 
Doucette gave extra hay to the cows, in remembrance of an old 
story told to her by her grandmother when they lived in exile in 
St. Pierre-Miquelon. The animals, Grandmere had said, much 

Continued page 7...HOP 

A[CFS'T(RS,,,(01l1)ll(1 [Th Dl 
of lot Babria(sp?) Hill. Witnesses to the deed are Patrick Delaney and Donald Mc\Watt. [Would this be the time 
that the McDaniels move to the Forks?] 
B. In Deed Book B (dated 16 march 1826) Joseph Goodie and wife Isabelle sell to Mrs Madalene 
Ducate(Doucet?) - for 5 shillings -a part of a lot between the settlement Big Pond (Grand Etang?) and 
Cheticamp. The lot was conveyed by Peter Briand and John LeLievre to Joseph Goodie and consisted of 166 
acres. Located on North Side of land owned by Simon White. Deed was signed by Joseph Goodie, Isabella 
Goodie, Simon White and Isabella White, and witnessed by Regis Bace, Mrs Madalene Doucate and Peter 
O'Quinn. II 
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