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DIRECTOR'S DESK 

THE INVERNESS COUNTY RECREATION, TOURISM, 
CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT 

@ NEW PHYSICAL ACTIVITY COORDINATOR 
The Municipality of the County ofinverness is 
pleased co welcome Cara Palmer as the county's 
new Physical Activity Coordinator. This posi­ 
tion is in partnership with the provincial depart­ 

ment of Health, Promotion and Protection. Although 
she just started with us in September, the Recreation/ Tourism 
Department has already benefited from her enthusiasm and 
creativity. Cara will be reaching out co many organizations 
throughout the County with regards to activities, events and 
new programs to promote an active, healthier lifestyle. See more 
about Cara and some of her plans on page 19 of this issue. 

K1SPor... SO ALL Krs CAN PLAv! 
ASSISTANCE FOR FAMILIES: 
One-third of Canadian parents with children under the age 
of 18 have been unable to register their children in organized 
spores due to the expense involved. If your family requires some 
help, KidSport™ Nova Scotia provides funding of up to $300/ 
per year/per child for sporr registration and/or equipment. The 
next deadline to make an application for the upcoming season 
is January 1, 2011. See page 14 for more information or con­ 
tact the Inverness County Recreation Department at 
(902) 787-2274 or email: margie.beaton@invernesscounty.ca 

JUMPSTART ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: 
The next deadline to make application for the upcoming season 
is January, 2011. See page 15 of this issue for more information. 

CROSS-COUNTRY SKIS, SNOWSHOES AND NORDIC 
WALKING POLES RENTAL PROGRAM: 
The Recreation/Tourism Department provides a rental service 
for cross-county skis and snowshoes. Various sizes are avail­ 
able. Rental is on a first-come, first-served basis. Rental fees 
for skis are $3/day or $5/weekend (pick-up on Friday, rerurn 
Monday). Nordic Walking Poles and Snowshoes can be rented 
for $5/week. A damage deposit is required for all equipment at 
time of pick-up. The deposit will be rerurned when equipment 
is returned in satisfactory condition. The rentals are scored at 
the Municipal Building in Port Hood. For more information 
call the Recreation Department at: (902) 787- 2274 or 3507. 

Director's Desk continues page 31 ... 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE PARTICIPAPER 

IS THE SPRING PROGRAMMING ISSUE 
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TO RESIDENTS IN EARLY -FEBRUARY 2011 
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(Subscription or administrative queries should be directed 
to the Recreation/ Tourism office by email: recreation@invernesscounty, 

ca 
or by telephone: (902) 787-2274. 

The Participaper is published five times a year by the Inverness 
County Department of Recreation and Tourism. 

This publication is produced as a service for the residents 
of lnvernc:,s County. Others may subscribe at the 

following rates (postage included): $10.00/yr in Canada 
or the US. Send subscription request, 
with payment, to the attention of: 
Recreation and Tourism Department 

375 Main Street, PO Box 179, Municipal Building 
Port Hood, NS, BOE 2WO 

Email: margie.beaton@invernesscounty.ca 
Copyright 9 2010 

The contents of rhis publication art protected 
by copyright and may be used only for 

personal 11011-commercial or educational purposes., 

All other rights are reserved. 

Printed by the Pictou Advocate \'ol]I. No.S 

We welcome contributions of information, articles, photos or artwork. 
However, we reserve the right to edit, or reject outright, items deemed 

unsuitable for print in this publication. 

The Parcicipaper is in its thirty-first year of publication 
and is distributed free of charge, as a service to residmts 

of the Municipality of lnvemess County. Non-commercial advertis­ 
ing. especially from non-profit organizations/groups, 

is accepted for publicntion at no charge. 

Disclaimer: While every effort is made to ensure 
the accuracy of Information that appears in this publication, neither 

the publisher. editor nor stafl can accept 
any responsibility for errors or omissions contained therein. 

Any opinions expressed are those of the author 
whose byline appears with the article. 
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED 
HELPING TO FIND YOUR 

INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS I 

USEFUL SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 
Ac the Beacon Institute of Cape Breton University, 
one of the useful items in the archives is the early 
ledger of Miles McDaniel of Margaree. This ledger 
daces from the time that he operated a general store, 
first at Margaree Harbour then at 
Margaree Forks. The ledger not 
only supplies the name of the per­ 
son purchasing at the score, but also 
lists the items purchased and the 
way the payment was to be made­ 
by cash or by barter. 
Many thanks co Pauline Ma- 

clean of the Highland Village Museum, who kindly 
supplied the information. She had recently consulted 
the ledger as a way oflearning about items that 
would have been present in homes of the day. 
Extracts from the McDaniel ledger: 
k Archibald MacPhee, "Cole" Mines, 1814, pur­ 
chased 3 yards of Indian Cotton, to be paid for by 
105 lbs of pork through Mrs Hays. He also pur­ 
chased ¼ pint of rum, however, the method of pay­ 
ment is not clear. 
Hugh Maclean, 1813, purchased 3 quarts and½ 
pt of rum, which he paid for through Robert Brown­ 
ly. [Ed: One wonders if these Mabou residents arrived 
at the store by boat or by road?] 
* Irad Hart, 1817, purchased a saw and a "me- 
tele" pot, for which he bartered chairs and spinning 
wheels. [Ed: From this information we can deduce that 
the Harts were making chairs and wheels as early as 
that date. How exciting it would be to find some of the 
objects made by the Harts at that early time! If any of 
our readers have such items, please contact us.] 
k John Crowdis, 1813, purchased a watch with 
"kay" and also a "sale" - For these he bartered empty 
barrels and window lights. For a "keddle" and a 
"tin pan" he bartered butter and a milk cub. For a 
hammer, a bed tick and knitting needles, he bartered 
a pair of "mogisons" [Ed: no doubt he was 
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making these items -- this is the first mention of knitting 
needles in the surviving records of commerce in Inverness 
County.] 
* John MacDonald "weaver" [Ed: His location is 
not clear, therefore, we are left to wonder which weaver 

MacDonald this refers to.} Whoever he 
was, he bartered a day's work, a pine log 
and 16% bushels of potatoes for a variety 
of objects such as rum, tobacco, sugar, 
indigo, leather, and a set of knives and 
forks. 
lA widow by the name of Macleod 
[Ed: again the location is not clear, there­ 

fore, we are left to wonder which one?] She purchased 
a good deal of fabric in 1814, that consisted of calico, 
cotton wool, cambric, green cloth, muslin, plus one 
"fine black bonnet. For this she bartered th.rough 
several different people. 
More research in McDaniel's ledger is needed to 
help develop a history of commerce and industry in 
Inverness County in those early years of 
settlement. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS: 
Atlantic: Great Sea Battles, Heroic Discoveries, Titanic 
Storms,and a Vast Ocean of a Million Stories, by Simon 
Winchester, Harper Collins Ltd. All of us have 
connections with the Atlantic Ocean as it affects our 
weather, our economy and our travel. Most of us live 
in North America as a result of the migration of our 
ancestors. This nearly 500-page book with maps, 
charts and illustrations is an engaging and informa­ 
tive publication. 

Destination St. Kilda, from Oban to Skye and the Outer 
Hebrides, by George Washington Wilson and Nor­ 
man MacLeod, a publication by the Islands Book 
Trust, South Lochs, Isle of Lewis, Scotland, 2010. 
Edited by Mark Butterworth. A first time publica­ 
tion of prints of hand-coloured slides created in 1885 
by Wilson and Macleod, this is an insightful view 
into the lives of people on St. 
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Continued from page 3...ANCESTORS 
Kilda, the Uists, Skye and Mull. 

Pit Talk, the Legacy of Cape Breton 
Coal Mines, by Ian McNeil 
of East Lake Ainslie. This 

172-page publication is 
$39.99 plus tax and avail­ 
able locally at the Bear 
Paw gift shop and through 
Breton Books. This is a 
work oflove and respect by 

a descendant of miners, a treasureable insight into 
the lives of coal miners and a fine collection of very 
revealing and moving photographs. An important 
treatment of part of our heritage. 

Witchcraft, Tales, Beliefs and Superstitions from the 
Maritimes, by folklorist Clary Croft, published in 
2010 by Nimbus Publishing and widely available. 
Croft does not judge the truth or the fiction of the 
presence of witches and che practice of the craft. 
Placing the various reports in cultural and ethnic 
contexts, the author traces the history of witchcraft 
from the 17th century co the 20th century and pro­ 
vides a complete list of sources and a useful bibliog­ 
raphy. Within the 160 pages, the reader will find 
references to Inverness County people and practices, 
such as a witch of Margaree who could Boat across 
the river on a wood chip; a woman met by the lace 
Dan Angus Beaton, a McNeil woman of North 
Mountain (Marble Mt.) thought co be quite capable 
with her magic; the well-known witch of Mull River; 
P'it Charlie of Cheticamp; and, Lazare Lizotte, "Le­ 
Canadien" of Cap Rouge. The book contains good 
insights into the beliefs and practices of German, 
Acadian, Mi'kmaq, Gaelic and ocher culures of the 
Mari rimes. 

Tidbits from the 1890 Eastern journal the shore-lived 
newspaper of Port Hawkesbury: 
The Juvenile Cricket Team of Port Hawkesbury 
played a march on September 6th. 
The Port Hood Baseball Team arrived in Port 
Hawkesbury by the steamer Rimouski and, "The 
Pore Hawkesbury Team were no match for the more 
experienced Pore Hood players." "A sumptuous din­ 
ner" at che Farquhar House hotel 
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followed the game with a dance lacer on. Honour­ 
able D. McNeil of Port Hood and Mayor Bain of 
Pore Hawkesbury were the scorers. 
John Lamey of Port Hawkesbury advertises that he 
is in business co "make sails at the shortest notice." 
'An advertisement for A. G. Baillie, District Agent 
for The Manufacturers Life and Accident Insurance 
Company, shows his office location as Pore Hastings. 
Collin's Block at S.W. Margaree was the location 
of the Collins Brothers Headquarters for Goods "for 
ready cash." 
3L.H. Sutherland of Port Hastings states that he 
has at trotting scallion which will stand for breed­ 
ing mares at his stable at Pore Hastings. The fee 
is $25.00, and, "Mares not proving in foal can be 
returned free next season, providing neither mare or 
horses change hands." 

SOURCES FOR GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 
INTO FRENCH CANADIAN FAMILIES: 

At the Genealogical Services(Canadian Genealogical 
Centre at the Library and Archives of Canada, 395 
Wellington Sc, a genealogical consultant is available 
for advice and suggestions of possible sources. 
On-line: www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/genealogy ­ 
provides an exhaustive listing of sources. 
Quebec land records may be accessed on line via: 
www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/lower-canada/index-e. 
hrml 
The Drouin Institute parish records is a collection 
of all known marriage records in Quebec - Protes­ 
tant, Roman Catholic and Jewish. They are indexed 
by names of brides and grooms and include names 
of the parents. The collection is available through 
Ancestry.com and also at Family History Centres and 
at the New England Historic 
Genealogical Society in 
Boston which offers a 
service at a fee to search 
the data bank. 
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British Home Child Elizabeth Tanner Burton of Portree 
by Willena Ross Macisaac 
As a British Home Child descendant of 
Elizabeth (Tanner) Burton and a mem­ 
ber of the British Home Children and 
Descendants Association of Nova Scotia, 
I want to shine the light of awareness of 
a group of over 100,000 children who 
helped to shape Canada. They were 
called "British Home Children". 
The majority of these children did 

not make their own decision to come to 
Canada; they were poor, often orphaned, 
illegitimate, in a workhouse or another 
institution. Bur, without their presence 
in this country, approximately 12% of the 
Canadian population would not be living 
here today. 

From 1869 to 1939, institutions in England and Scotland - such as the Middlemore Home, Barnardos, 
Maria Rye's, Quarriers, Annie MacPherson's Marchmont Home and others - sent children as young as a few 
months up ro eighteen (18) years of age to Canada. 
Industrial cities in the United Kingdom were overcrowded and Canada needed workers, so an agreement 

was struck between these organizations and the British and Canadian governments to settle the children in 
Canada (later Australia also participated in the program.) The agreement required that the children work as 
farmhands or domestics, although some were lucky enough to be adopted. 
How did chis program function? A prospective "employer" made an application for a child usually specified 

the gender and age required. The child was expected to work for their room, board and clothing until the age 
of sixteen, at which time they were to be paid a wage. At the age of eighteen, they were free to go where they 
chose. 
The employer was expected to ensure that the child attend school and church. An annual inspection by a 

representative of the sending agency was supposed to occur and a report filed on their findings. Sometimes 
this arrangement worked well, however, many times it did not. Too many of these children were not fed or 
clothed properly. Worse still, some were beaten, forced to live in a barn, cellar or even with the family's dog 
and some died from the abuse. Those who survived these abuses were too often left emotionally scarred. In 
later years, too many either could not or would talk about their experiences; some even hid the truth about 
where they were from or how they came to Canada. Others had no idea of their identity because their names 
had been changed and they were so young when it happened that they didn't remember their birth name or 
who their natural parents were. 
Yet, most overcame these adversities to marry, raise children and become productive citizens who contribut­ 

ed much to Canada. Many of the young men enlisted in the armed forces and fought in WWI, some repeat­ 
ing this unselfish act by signing up again during WWII. 
We, the second, third and fourth generation progeny of the British Home Children are discovering our 

ancestors' stories and wane to have them acknowledged. These children were real heroes - although unaware 
of it - and they deserve to be recognized and rewarded for their heroism. After much lobbying, the British 
Government finally issued a formal apology to the "Home Children" who were sent to Canada and Australia. 
On February 24, 2010, former Prime Minister Gordon Brown of the UK said that Britain was sorry for fail­ 
ing to protect its children when it separated them from their families and, 

Middlemore Home St Luke's Rd, Birmingham, England. 
[Phom courtesy of John Graham, Birmingham, England, 2001] 

Continued on page 6... ELIZA 
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in some cases, changed their identities so they couldn't be traced. He 
announced a family restoration fund of six million pounds co help the 
few surviving home children and their many descendants find their roots. 
Australia has also apologized for its part in the mistreatment of the home 
children. 
However Jason Kenney, Canada's Minister of Citizenship, Immigration 

and Multiculturalism, said in November 2009, that there is limited public 
appetite for official government apologies for tragic events of the past 
and seemingly no demand for one in chis particular case. Nonetheless, 
he did support a private member's bill (tabled by Phil Mc Coleman, MP 
for Brant, Ontario) which received unanimous approval in the House of 
Commons. This Bill declared 2010 the Year of the British Home Child. 
And in September 2010, Canada Pose issued a commemorative stamp in 
honour of the British Home Children. 
Home Children share one common trait in chat most never spoke of 

their past, even co close family members: perhaps they felt chat there was 
a stigma attached co chem here in Canada and in Britain. The face chat 
virtually all of the 100,000 Home Children sent co Canada reacted co 
their face the same way, withdrawing into themselves and remaining silent about their past, I chink is proof of 
the severity of their trauma and proof chat the Child Migration Scheme was seriously flawed however well­ 
incentioned. 

Credit muse be given co chose organizations who cried co save these children, for surely a large number of 
chem might not have survived the living conditions in industrial England at the rime. 

Research and experience have caught us char the stigma and shame felt by Home Children and their fami­ 
lies can be reduced simply by celling the Home Children's Story. 

In chis, the "Year of the British Home Children," I wane co share 
the story of my grandmother, Eliza(beth) (Tanner) Burton, herself a 
British Home Child. I do chis because ic has been my experience char 
most people are unaware of their stories - stories which need co be 
heard. 

A young Eliza Tanner before 
she arrived in Portree. 

1903 wedding photo of John Burton 
and Elizabeth Tanner. 

My grandmother, like most of the home children, did not divulge 
the British Home Child aspect of her life. Her version of the story of 
how she came to Canada was woven with "threads of truth". In 2004 
a cousin of mine, Carol Tague, was conducting genealogy research on 
our family when she discovered chat Grandma was actually a British 
Home Child, news which came as a complete surprise co our family. 

Since then, we have pieced together the threads of Grandma's story 
and found documentation char reveals the fabric of her story. 

Born in Liverpool, England in 1882, Eliza was the youngest child 
of Irish immigrants, John Tanner and Mary (Lamsted) Tanner. She 
had cwo older siblings, George, 11 years her senior, and Millie, 5 years 
older. John Tanner was a book keeper. Times were tough for Irish 
Immigrants. John lost his job as a book keeper and had co go co work 
on the docks of Liverpool. His wife became sick and died on January 
14th, 1891. A few months later, 
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John was hurt while at work and was unable co provide for his 
family. With no social network at the time, the family was forced 
into Walton Workhouse in West Derby. John died there May 
5th, 1891 at the age of forty-eight. The children were now or­ 
phans. George was almost 20 years old and found work as a train 
porter. Nine year old Eliza and thirteen year old Millie contin­ 
ued to live at the workhouse until they came under the care of 
Liverpool Sheltering Homes. 
Eliza, when she was 12 years old, was sent co Canada with 200 \ 

ocher "Home Children", in steerage class aboard the SS Sarnia. 
They arrived at Pier 2 in Halifax on April 10, 1894.On the Sar- 'F' 
nia's passenger list, Eliza was listed as a 12 year old servan c. Most s 
of the children were sent on by train to Marchmont, a Dispens­ 
ing Home in Belleville, Ontario. She was at Marchmont Home f. 
for two weeks before she was placed in the home of an Anglican 
Priest, Reverend C. J. Young and his family near Gananoque, 
Ontario. There she worked as an unpaid servant. She also at- 1953 photo of Elizabeth Tanner Burton. 
tended school and Sunday school. 
Two years lacer her sister, Millie, came co Canada with the same organization. Eliza requested char Millie 

be placed with her. Her request was denied because Millie was over sixteen and would have co be paid; the 
Youngs could nor afford co pay her. Instead, Millie was placed with a family in Coacicook, Quebec. Fifteen 
months lacer, Eliza requested a move and was placed with a Lindsay family in Coaricook, Quebec. Here, the 
sisters were reunited, although not working in the same house. Lacer, when Millie had saved enough money, 
she traveled to Boscon where she found a job as a domestic servant and a place co live. After she was serried 
she sent for Eliza who joined her in Boston and found a job as a servant. 
One day, on her way co work, Eliza met a handsome young conduccor on the street car. His name was John 

J. Burton, a native ofN.E. Margaree. On 21 of October 1903, John and Elizabeth were married in West 
Newcon Baptist Church. Their first child, Amelia was born in Boscon in 1904 and some time after her birth, 
John and Elizabeth decided co return co Canada. 
Ac first they lived with John's parents, Joseph and Ann (Timmons) Burton in Marsh brook, N E Margaree. 

Their first home was on the Timmons Road in Porcree. In 1923 they bought a farm in Cranton Section (now 
Margaree Center). They had eight more children after returning to Margaree. Their final years were spent 
living on a farm with their son Robert and his family in Blackett's Lake, near Sydney River. John passed away 
just before their 50th wedding anniversary in 1953 and Elizabeth followed him twelve years lacer. They are 
buried, side-by-side, in the Congregational Cemetery, Margaree Centre. 
All nine of John and Elizabeth's children married and seeded in Nova Scotia, Ontario and Boston. Only 

two remained in Margaree - Stanley R. Burton, and my own mother, Gladys Burton Ross. Their thirty-nine 
grandchildren are scattered throughout Canada and the USA. As the third and fourth generations arrive, the 
number of descendants easily reaches over 300. My British Home Child Grandmother has so far produced 
over 300 descendants. Given chis figure, it becomes more easily understood how 12 percent of our Canadian 
population are descendants of these I 00,000 Home Children. 
After completing my own research on British Home Children, it seems undeniable char these children expe­ 

rienced a great deal of loneliness. They were sent to strangers in a completely foreign land, where so 
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