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£Christmas at {lc©al(um's ©ten 
A family story, by Jim St. Clair, to be read at Christmas 

] I ' 'i]. Angus Mitchell was a 
· .J: ll good man. Nobody ever 

1 
• doubted that he was also a 

! l kind and loving father. But 
: i 1' after the death of his wife ' ,·, ' If;• Hannah nearly a year ago, he 

I , ' I had become witl·-drawn, and 
' / ·-1 I, ' while still capable of l . i :: : I h h , ,. p easantness wit is 
' ]{[, ijrpl] " children and neighbours, 

there was an unspoken · I; 
~--~ sadness that did not lighten 

, , with the passing of months. 
· : .I ; He stopped going to church. 
·/ ~~ Nobody ever asked him the 

.' // ·' 1 d re a s o n, bu t p e o pl e 
• . , r1• commented that he had been 
8l'y pees; = So attached to Hannah and 

their life together that he 
I could find no comfort in the 

: teachings and preachings of 
'# religion. 

Jiu~, .. ~~ and his three children continued to live quietly at 
their home facing the sea in that narrow lip of land still known as 
McCallum's Glen. The other two families who lived in the Glen, the 
McQuillans and the Poiriers, often stopped at the kitchen door of 
Angus' house to offer to take the children to religious observances at 
one or another of the churches on the other side of the mountains 
surrounding the glen, but Angus always refused the kindness. He 
was anxious to appear polite and appreciative, and gave such 
explanations as "we're going to look for berries," or "we're making 
bread together, 11 or 'we're waiting for the birth of a calf." The road 
over the mountain passed within a hundred feet of the Mitchell's 
back door, so neighbourly visits were frequent. 

J!.ife went on in the usual round of the seasons for the 
farmers and the fishermen. People came and went through the Glen 
after descending the steep, narrow road which was almost Literally 
carved out of the mountainside. When there was no teacher in the 
community, Angus, who had once dreamed of being a teacher, 
gathered all of the children for instruction which often included trips 
to the top of the mountain to look for rare flowers or bird-sighting 
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MF.D.H. students speak out 
Dear Editor: 
Here are some letters and poems written by some students of Margaree Forks District School. We 
hope you will publish them so that the people of Inverness County know how very much we would 
like to keep our rural school. 

Sincerely, Gisele Carroll 

Dear Editor, 
We the students of MFDH 

are deeply concerned about the 
proposed amalgamation of our. 
school. It would take away the 
feeling of closeness in our 
community. Our school is the 
center of our community and if you 
take that away, there will be 
nothing left. 

That is not the only reason 
we are concerned. Do you realize 
that most of us would have to 
spend over 2 hours on a bus every 
day? Also, in the winter time, the 
roads can be very dangerous. Don't 
forget either, the extra money the 
School Board will have to spend on 
gas. 

At MFDH, we have 
excellent sports teams. Everyone in 
our school knows each other, and 
when you're cheering at a game, it's 
not only for the team, it for all 
your friends. If we have to go to 
an amalgamated school, it will a lot 
harder for us be on the sports 
teams because for most it would be 
way too far to drive for practices 
and we would not be playing for 
our school and our community! 

Another thing we love 
about our school is that it's small. 
The teachers know about you and 
your family and they know your 
potential. The teachers in our 
school are easy to talk to. They 
encourage you to tell them your 
problems so they can help. When 
you go to MFDH, you're "YOU" 
and not "just another student." · 

Anyone who has graduated 
from Margaree Forks District High 
School has been very proud to do 
so. Our school has high standards 
and the majority of the graduates 
are highly successful in whatever 
type of work they do. 

The grade 9 students, along 
with the other students of 
Margaree Forks District High 
School are very proud to attend 
MFDH and hope to graduate from. 
our school. If anyone tries to take 
away our school and· community, 
we will fight until we win! a 

Yours truly, 
Grade 9 students of 
Margaree Forks District High 
School 

School Spirit 
Ever so Strong 

It all started back two years ago, 
When they threatened to close down 
our school. 
Now they want to ship us to 
Inverness, 
But we don't think that's cool. 

Closing Margaree Forks School, 
Would be wrong and unfair. 
It would tear our community apart, 
But do you really think they care? 

We'd be getting up so early, 
Just so we could catch our bus. 
By evening, we'd be so sick of 
travelling, 
Three hours a day is too much for 
us. 

, 

MFDH excels in sports; 
We've got the best among all teams. 
If our school closes, 
We'll lose all that, 
Along with many hopes and dreams. 

So, members of the School Board, 
Will you get us out of this mess? 

Because, in case you haven't noticed, 
We don't want to go to Inverness! 

We're happy here and have many 
friends, 
And our school spirit is ever so 
strong. ' 
So please help us fight to save our 
school, 
For MFDH is where we truly belong, 

Students of MFDH 
Grade 9 English 

SAVE OUR SCHOOL 
Listen to something from the Forks: 
we don't want amalgamation. 
As S.O.S. has clearly stated, 
We want rural education. 

Our community and our school, 
are here to stay, 
But neither of them will remain 
If the school is taken away. 

To be confined on a bus, 
three to four hours a day, 
After school there's no time, 
for work nor play. 

With all these long rides, 
With less student-teacher 
interaction, 
We'll have sore backsides, 
And less student participaction. 
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Bras d'Or Lakes Scenic Drive Proposed 
"We all realize what a jewel we have in the Bras d'Or Lakes" 

by Mary 0nne Ducharme 

The Bras d'Or Lakes Scenic Drive is 
the name which will be 
recommended to the Provincial 
Department of Tourism for a 
proposed route which will 
circumnavigate the Bras d'Or 
Lakes. The scenic drive will be 
symbolized in signage featuring the 
head of a bald eagle in silhouette. 
The bald eagle, which is a rare and 
endangered species elsewhere in 
North America, is common around 
the Lakes, and presents a theme 
which is increasingly significant to 
environmentally conscious visitors 
and residents. 

An ad hoc committee composed of 
municipal councillors from all four 
Cape Breton counties, tourism 
business people, boards of trade, 
and others, convened on 
November 17 at the Highland 
Heights in Iona to see if consensus 
on the proposed scenic drive is 
strong enough to warrant further 
action. This coincided with the 
expected (but later postponed) 
opening of the Grand Narrows bridge. 

The result was a strong affirmative 
for a scenic drive, and chairman 
Bruce MacNeil, who manages the 
Nova Scotia Highland Village, 
suggested further meetings to work 
out details. The proposed scenic 
drive has the approval of the Cape 
Breton Tourism Association, which 
proposed the route as a "trail" in 
1975. The Provincial Department of 
Tourism is open to the concept of 
a scenic drive, but not a trail. 

In 1975, when The Lakes Trail was 
initially proposed by the Cape 
Breton Tourist Association, it was 
not deemed in acceptable 
condition to be designated as part 
of the Provincial Travelway System. 
The reasons cited were lack of 
services and a total of 113 miles 
which at that time required either 
paving or reconstruction. Since 
then, however, services have 
developed considerably, the 
Grand Narrows ferry has been 
replaced by a bridge, and all four 
county , councils may together 
approach the Minister of 

Transportaion to prioritize road 
sections still unpaved. 

The scenic drive is one of two 
requested in Nova Scotia in 1992, 
the other being for a whale cruise 
route in the Digby area. A scenic. 
drive designation gives local groups 
a chance to focus on common 
interests and themes in order to 
develop effective promotion. 

Jim St. Clair commented that "At 
last, the Lakes are unifying instead 
of dividing the parts of this Island. 
This spirit of unification is what we 
need to begin rcal economic 
development." 

However, the ad hoc committee 
recognized that many unresolved 
and sensitive issues must be dealt 
with to bring the concept to a 
reality acceptable to the four 
counties, to other agencies affected, 
and to the Provincial Department 
of Tourism and Culture. 

For instance, the proposed route 
has not been worked out in fine 

detail and municipal councillor 
Mary Margaret MacLean w.anted 
assurance that Whycocomagh 
would be a designated part of the 
scenic drive. It was not clearly 
included in a proposal that 
described the drive as including the 
"Route 223 Exit, cast of 
Whycocomagh and the point of 
origin." She explained that 
Whycocomagh means "head of the 
waters," and the village very much 
belongs to the character of the 
Bras d'Or Lakes. 

Even the term 'lakes,' as opposed 
to 'lake' describing the Bras d'Or is 
not clear cut. Literally, it is an 
inland "sea" because of its size and 
composition of salt water, but it 
has been always referred to as a 
lake on official maps. However the 
lake has long "arms" thrusting 
diagonally across the island, 
dividing it into eastern and western 
portions, and its sections are 
commonly referred to as "the lakes" 
by people on the island. 

Another issue is the "scenic route" 

designation, which is not the same 
as a "trail" designation. The 
official policy of the Provincial 
Department of Tourism is that 
there will be no more trails 
designated in Nova Scotia. The 
reasoning for this is that there are 
enough official travelways for the 
purposes of Nova Scotia 
promotion, and that any more 
would simply result in information 
overload for tourists. 

The first "trail" was the Cabot 
Trail, designated in 1932, and the 
success of its promotion led to a 
number of others over the years, 
including the Ceilidh and Fleur-de­ 
lis Trails in 1975. The most recent 
addition on Cape Breton was in 
1987 with the identification of The 
Marconi Trail, which the 
Department of Tourism officially 
opposed. However, by certain 
means, the trail was pushed 
through despite the opposition. A 
push for a "trail" for th€ Lakes now 
would result in opposition from 
Provincial Tourism, and while the 
same means used by the advocates 
for The Marconi Trail could be 
used again, a possible result could 
be years of delay. The scenic drive 
option, on the other hand, is 
supported, and could be in place 
as soon as details are worked out. 
If in time "the trail option" still 
seems attractive, supporters could 
work to achieve it. However, the 
complication and expense of 
changing highway signs, maps, 
promotional materials, etc. could 
make it a costly choice. 

The difference between a "trail" 
and a "scenic drive" in practical 
terms is in how these are presented 
in Provincial advertising and 
promotion, including in 
newspapers, maps, magazines, 
television, and in the Nova Scotia 
Tour Guide. For instance, 
newspaper advertising mentions 
only trails; the mainland trails 
each have a separate chapter in the 
Tour Guide; and the trails are 
highlighted in bright yellow on 
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