Christmas at McCallum's Glen 1. 9, 11
MFDH students speak out 2,10
Bras d'Or Lakes Drive 3,4

Song for the Cabot Trail 4, 10

Au Coin du Nord 4

Ancestors Unlimited o

Department of Recreation/Tourism
Description of Services 6, 7
Whycocomagh Caper Challenge 7

Christmas at McCallum's Slen

A family story, by Jim St. Clair, to be read at Christmas

| | i L b . gngus Mitchell was a
I}l AR good man. Nobody ever
'l doubted that he was also a
. kind and loving father. But
i1 after the death of his wife
1'% Hannah nearly a year ago, he
--'r‘,_‘, ! had become witl-drawn, and
- while still capable of
pleasantness with his
. children and neighbours,
"g” there was an unspoken
sadness that did not lighten
with the passing of months.
He stopped going to church.
Nobody ever asked him the
reason, but people
commented that he had been
so attached to Hannah and
their life together that he
could find no comfort in the
teachings and preachings of
religion.

JA

Eut he and his three children continued to live quietly at
their home facing the sea in that narrow lip of land still known as
McCallum's Glen. The other two families who lived in the Glen, the
McQuillans and the Poiriers, often stopped at the kitchen door of
Angus' house to offer to take the children to religious observances at
one or another of the churches on the other side of the mountains
surrounding the glen, but Angus always refused the kindness. He
was anxious to appear polite and appreciative, and gave ‘such
explanations as "we're going to look for berries," or "we're making
bread together, " or 'we're waiting for the birth of a calf." The road
over the mountain passed within a hundred feet of the Mitchell's
back door, so neighbourly visits were frequent.

;Life went on in the usual round of the seasons for the

farmers and the fishermen. People came and went through the Glen
after descending the steep, narrow road which was almost literally
carved out of the mountainside. When there was no teacher in the
community, Angus, who had once dreamed of being a teacher,
gathered all of the children for instruction which often included trips
to the top of the mountain to ook _for rare flowers or bird-sighting
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g M.F.D.H. students speak out
ear Editor:

Here are some letters and poems written by some students of Margaree Forks District School. We
hope you will publish them so that th

like to keep our rural school.

Sincerely, Gisele Carroll

Dear Editor,

We the students of MFDH
are deeply concerned about the
proposed amalgamation of our
school. It would take away the
feeling of closeness in - our
community. Our school is the
center of our community and if you
take that away, there will be
nothing left.

That is not the only reason
we are concerned. Do you realize
that most of us would have to
spend over 2 hours on a bus every
day? Also, in the winter time, the
roads can be very dangerous. Don't
forget either, the extra money the
School Board will have to spend on
gas.

At MFDH, we have
excellent sports teams. Everyone in
our school knows each other, and
when you're cheering at a game, it's
not only for the team, it for all

your friends. If we have to go to_

an amalgamated school, it will a lot
harder for us be on the sports
teams because for most it would be
way too far to drive for practices
and we would not be playing for
our school and our community!

Another thing we love
about our school is that it's small.
The teachers know about you and
your family and they know your
potential. The teachers in our
school are easy to talk to. They
€ncourage you to tell them your
problems so they can help. When
you go to MFDH, you're "YOU"
and not "just another student."

Anyone who has graduated
from Margaree Forks District High
School has been very proud to do
s0. Our school has high standards
and the majority of the graduates
are highly successful in whatever
type of work they do.

The grade 9 students, along
with the other students of
Margaree Forks District High
School are very proud to attend
MFDH and hope to graduate from
our school. If anyone tries to take
away our school and community,
we will fight until we win!

Yours truly,

Grade 9 students of
Margaree Forks
School

District High

€ people of Inverness County know how very much we would

School Spirit

Ever so Strong
1t all started back two years ago,
When they threatened to close down
our school.
Now they want to ship us to
Inverness,
But we don't think that's cool.

Closing Margaree Forks School,
Would be wrong and unfair.

1t would tear our community apart,
But do you really think they care?

We'd be getting up so early,

Just so we could catch our bus.

By evening, we'd be so sick of
travelling,

Three hours a day is too much for
us.

MFDH excels in sports;
We've got the best among all teams.

Af our school closes,

We'll lose all that,
Along with many hopes and dreams.

So, members of the School Board,
Will you get us out of this mess?

John Cotion
Donna Mcchor)ell
Francene Gillis
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Because, in case you haven't noficed,
We don't want to go to Inverness!

We're happy here and have many
friends, .

And our school spirit is ever so
strong.

So please help us fight to save our

school,
For MFDH is where we truly belong.

Students of MEDH
Grade 9 English

SAVE OUR SCHOOL
Listen to something from the Forks:
we don't want amalgamation.

As S.0.S. has clearly stated,
We want rural education.

Our community and our school,
are here to stay,

But neither of them will remain
If the school is taken away.

To be confined on a bus,
three to four hours a day,
After school there's no time,
for work nor play.

With all these long rides,
With less student-teacher

interaction,
We'll have sore backsides,
And less student participaction.
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