James D. Gillis, p.1,9,1
GST & Crafts, p. 2
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Rankin tape, p. 8
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A Gentleman of More than Ordinary Merit

by Mary Anne Ducharme

He arrived in Halifax in the spring
of 1945, invited by writers,
professors of Dalhousie, musicians,
and scholars for a paid holiday
where he could meet his admiring
public. He was a famous old boy
of 75 years and the author of
several books. Among other
planned events, he was to be a
guest of honour of a Poetry Society
in the library of the Queen
Elizabeth School. Present were
several members of the Canadian
Authors’ Association and Chief
Justice Sir Joseph Chisholm.

Fresh from the wilds of Melrose
Hill, he was dressed in "a ragged
and filthy suit of hand-me downs,
a cap of the same description, a
pair of badly worn shoes, an
immense moth-eaten buffalo coat,
and a pair of country wool mittens,
once white but now almost black
with dirt. . . his indifference to
soap and water was apparent in his
person, for his face was dark with
grime of a winter’s fires and his
hands and nails were simply black.
. . . when eating, he would cut up

his food with fork and knife, lay
these now unnecessary tools aside,
and pick up the food and pop it
into his mouth with his fingers.”

(Radeal)

He was, of course, James Donald
Gillis, born in July of 1870 at
Broad Cove Intervale, author of
The Cape Breton Giant, the story
of Angus MacAskill. According to
Jimmie D., Angus owed his size
and strength to being a Cape
Bretoner. " Yes, our Island is
exceptionally conductive to the
growth of humanity. A visit to us
will convince anyone of this.”
(Gills)

Besides being described as a genius
and an eccentric he was called
many other things: "the Bard of
Margaree,” " the Dean of Cape
Breton letters,” and "Seumas
Dubh,” (Black James), "The Sage

of Melrose Hill,” "the last of the

Nova Scotia Gaelic Bards,” and
simply "Jimmie D.”

Story continued on page nine
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A Christmas
present
from
Gerard Veilleux

The Canso Causeway suddenly got
wider and deeper this week, as
Cape Breton’s CBC television has
been jettisoned into the Never-
Never Land of urban-centralized
federalism. Since Confederation
Canada has been a landmass larger
than most other empires in the
history of the world, with scattered
knots of dense population, and vast
rural areas sparsely populated.
Since canoes first slipped down
rivers which were the connecting
links between villages,
communication management has
been the greatest challenge to
national unity.

Communication, however, has
Faken a giant leap backwards. The
intricate  relationships  among
economic, social and cultural
development, and perceptions of
feality, and a sense of national
identity--all of these are at stake.
These things depend absolutely
upon information available to us,
and how it is presented. With all
the other blows to national identity
in recent times, like Meech Lake,
the CBC cuts could not come at a
worst time. If Marshall McLuhan
were alive today, a Canadian
obsessed with communication, you
can be sure he would be in the
vortex of the rage of controversy
that has been sparked by the cuts
across the nation to regional
programming.

McLuhan was acutely aware that
Canada exists next door to the
most powerful and innovative
communication systems in the
world. American mass culture
dominates the Canadian
imagination, and broadcasting
barriers have been largely
ineffective. In 1932, Prime
Minister R.B. Bennett declared in
Parliament that without controls

broadcasting "can never be the
agency by which national
consciousness may be fostered and

sustained and national unity further
strengthened.”

What he did not say was that
national unity cannot .be
accomplished by rendering regions
mute and voiceless within Canada.
Individual regions have a double
threat to identity, the dominance of
American programming, and the
"nationalism” of federal agencies—
-which translates to "urban
centralism.”

This is the source of our own rage.
Cape Breton, like other Maritime
rural regions has been cut off and
oppressed beyond endurance.
Schools and post offices have been
closed, Via Rail cut out, tourism
money proffered and then
mysteriously withdrawn, federal

assistance programs put on
foundations of quicksand, gas
prices ever escalating upward,

unemployment ever high, the loom
of the GST hanging over us. Now
CBC.

I am sure that CBC staff in Halifax
is well-intentioned in its sudden
acquisition of the Cape Breton
beat, and will do as best it can.
But the supper hour news still has
a limited number of minutes, and
Halifax has its own priorities and
perceptions of newsworthiness. We
will no longer have Cape Bretoners

The GST and Crafts

What you don't see can hurt you!

The majority of Cape Breton
craftspeople will not be forced to
collect GST on what they sell,
since the GST Act (still not law at
the time of writing) allows for
"small  suppliers.” Persons
supplying goods and services to a
value of less than $30,000 in the
immediate preceding year, are
considered small suppliers.
Undoubtedly most Cape Breton
crafts producers would fall into this
category. But because you don't
have to collect the tax doesn't
mean you don’t have to pay it.
Crafts supplies are taxable. The
over $30,000 operation which must
register and collect the tax can
apply to have tax on supplies
refunded. The small supplier can
only get .a refund if he/she
voluntarily registers and collects the
tax on everything sold. The
Canadian Crafts Council which has
extensively researched the proposed
new tax on behalf of crafts people,
cautions that unless cost of
supplies amounts to at least half

your selling price, it probably not

' worth your while to register.

The Council cam out swinging
when the GST was first proposed,
presenting a brief to the House of
Commons Standing Committee
arguing against imposition of the
levy, especially on art. The CCC
points out that, by the
government’s own admission, the
Canadian rate of discretionary
income stands at a meagre 5%.
The Council argues that, since
expenditures on the arts comes
from this tiny segment, any further
decline will hit artists hard. The
GST, it is feared, will cause just
such a decline.

The Council further cautions that
once in place, the GST will be very
difficult to dislodge since cost of
dismantling it would probably
exceed the half-billion dollars
already spent on trying to
implement it. In countries where
such a tax is in force, the CCC

points out, rates have climbed as
high as 25%. And another negative
is the fact that, despite government
assurances, the tax need not be
truly visible; display of a tax-
included notice is sufficient.

If you want specific information on
how the GST will affect your
operation, phone toll-free 1-800-
267-6620 (English) or 6640
(French). Or you can contact a
professional tax consultant, whose
services, by the way, are taxable!

-from Cape Breton Craft News,
Vol.I, no.2, Autumn 1990,
published by the Cape Breton
School of Crafts,

showing Cape Breton to ourselves,
nurturing and developing our own
fragile identity in the mass-media
fast lane. Finding out what our own
potentials are is difficult enough,
and the loss of regional CBC

ijs going to make it more difficult
to voice our own issues, and more
difficult for us to relate lo or
understand other regions.

The biggest loss, in my view, is the
program Land and Sea, a tradition
here of 20 years, a program of
great value in airing Maritime
issues, and defining Maritime
identity. That this wonderful and
highly successful program is axed,
and the silly frothy nonsense of
CODCO remains is beyond my
comprehension.

I am sure poor Gerard Veilleux,
CBC president, had many sleepless
nights, but I find it hard to have
any sympathy. In Cape Breton we

- all know very well about inflation

and taxes and government
cutbacks, but at some point we
have to stand up and say NO! If
the very means of our standing up
and saying no is removed, then
what hope do we have?

Fight with us to Keep regional
CBC, Gerard Veilleux, and that will
be the best Christmas present ever.
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