A CHRISTMAS WISH

On this particular Christmas
And every following day

May prosperity pour upon you
And not a failing under the sun be yours
May your step be without hitch or stumble,
But your path straight and smooth
Your hearth warm, your joy full,
And may vou be happy and healthy
without want.

Highland Village

This is a milestone year for the Nova Scotia Highland Village, a time
with many reasons to enter the Christmas season with a great sense
of celebration. :

This milestone was observed on December 3rd when forty peopie
gathered at the Highland Heights Inn to share a traditional supper
and share the triumph of a concept that through long stuggles
became more than a vision. It became a reality. It is the 30th
anniversay of the 1959 incorporation of a province-wide initiative to
preserve built and cultural heritage.

Attending the celebration were Rev. A A. Ross, a founding member
and the first president of the Highland Village Society in its 1959
incorporation, and the current president, James St.Clair. They listened
to Gaelic songs, cut a cake, enjoyed the sense of continuity and
justification for very long effort, part of which was the recent
acquisition of The MacQuarrie House to take its place among the
other buildings preserved for the future.

The Highland Village is a folk museum with a mandate to offer
entertainment and hospitality not only to tourists, but to the people
of the Province. It is a center for geneological research, and is
innovative in the Province in the sense that it is not only committed
to Gaelic language preservation in theory, but it actually offers Gaelic
language instruction to its staff.

The project was first conceived by Premier Angus L. MacDonald in
1938 at an exhibition in Glasgow, Scotland. One of the exhibits was
a reconstructed Highland Village or Clachan which illustrated the
lifestyle of the Highland Scot of a bygone era. He felt that a similar
village should be created in Nova Scotia as a testimony 1o the many
Scottish pioneers who settled here.

World War II intervened, unfortunately, but the idea had not died.
After years in which the Highland Village was not able to gain
funding support from the Provincial or Federal governments, and in
which the Association of Scottish Societies lost interest in the project,
the local people of Tona took it upon themselves to continue efforts.

While still struggling to gain funding, they began assembling building
plans and started some modest construction on the site. In orderto
draw attention to the project and to raise money, an outdoor Scottish

\ncert was held in 1962. The event was called the
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To the earth - peace
To the season - joy

And to our friends,
old and new -
many thanks.
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This drawing by Barrie Fraser is part of the interior
of MacDonsld House, circa 1830, one of the three frame
bousecs nt the Nova Bcotia Highland Village in Iona

Celebrating Thirty Years
The vision that became reality



Highland Village

Highland Village Day and took
place on an outdoor stage built
with volunteer labour. The concert
proved to be a great success and
quickly became an annual event.

That same summer, again with
volunteer labour, a log house was
erected and stocked with artifacts
collected locally. This became the
first museum building and the
following summer a curator,
Stephen Rory MacNeil was hired.
A few years later, in 1966, a larger
museum was built and a small
operating grant was obtained from
the Province.

Since the 60's the Highland Village
has received funds from municipal,
provincial and federal sources, but
has retained its independence as an
incorporated society. All funds
collected from admission charges,
sales and concerts go for the
operating costs of the Village.
Membership in the Society is open
to anyone upon payment of
membership dues.

Located on the Barra Strait, across
from Grand Narrows, Iona is at
the center of Cape Breton Island,
and at. the center of a Nova Scotia-
wide initiative to preserve built and
cultural heritage.

In 1956, Hector's Point was chosen
as the
Highland Village. It seemed
appropriate, for Iona provides a
panoramic view of all four Island
counties, and it had long been the
vacant site of a farm. To make this
empty place a heart of Scottish
culture was in keeping with making
heritage not just a memory of the
past, but a living part of the
present. The heirs of the property
signed over the land to the
Highland Village as a gift.

It is now the third largest employer
in central Cape Breton, and a
magnet for tourism.

At present, the -Highland Village
consists of a number of historic
buildings including a Hebridean
Black House, a log house, three
frame houses, a barn, store, a
carding mill, a school house and
forge. Other buildings on the site
inclue a sawmill and saw pit, a
reception and artifact-storage
building, a canteer, workshop,
picnic shelter, public washrooms
and an outdoor theatre situated on
a picturesque forty-acres site.

The village of Iona, besides
providing leadership, and much
volunteer labour for the Highland
Village seems itself to be a hub of
Scottish spirit, both past and
_present. It is the home of a Gaelic
Playschool devoted to teaching
Gaelic to the young in a setting of
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site of the proposed -

fun and everyday use, instead of
the traditional grammar-oriented
discipline most often offered to
adults.

The old name of the village was
“Saundry,” the name of a very tiny
istand off the coast of Barra. A
number of people in the area can
trace ancestry Lo Barra, hence the
name "The Barra Strait.” In the
latc part of the last century, the
people of the area, including Grand
Narrows, went to Christmas Island
to go to church. Then a church
was built on the Iona side, and the
people decided it was to be called
"St. Columba,” after the Celtic
missionary who built a2 monestary
on the island of Iona. In 1981, a
time of Celtic revival in the area,
the local people decided to call
their village Iona.

The island of Tona has a
fascinating history which makes it
Very appropriate as a namesake in
Cape Breton where the spirit of
preservation of Scottish heritage is
so dominant.

It is located at the south west tip
of the Island of Mull, a tiny
triangular spit of land only 3 miles
long and 1 1/2 miles wide.

It was the hub of the Celtic
Church from the year 563. From
here came many clerics who
brought a Celtic version of
Christianity to the remotest parts
of the Highlands and Islands of
Scotland. Blended with  this
Christianty were many Druidic
customs, because Iona had been a
religious centre for hundreds of
years before Christianity.

The religious tradition Was the
reason why kings from many parts
of northern Europe were bron{ght
there to be buried. Fo'xty—exght
Scottish kings, four Irish kinds, and
seven Kings of Norway were
interred on Tona. Reilig Odhram
(the burial place of kings) is now 2
tourist attraction near the chapel of
St. Oran. Also an attraction is 1.:he
High Cross or St. Martin’s, which
is known as the Iona Cross.

The Gaelic monks of lona Were
among those who were respon.s1blc
for over 200 foundations
established from Norway to Italy,
spreading civilization and
Christianty during the Dark Agf-:s
of Europe. They were severe in
their religion, but were fine
scholars, composing in Gaelic and
Latin. They illuminated
manuscripts, such as the Book of
Kells which illustrates the four
Gospels.

Among the most famous of the
Tona clerics was Columba, an Irish
monk of royal blood, later named a
saint, who founded his monestary
in Tona. He was also known by the
name of Calum Cille. The
monestaries of this age were
austere and simple, consisting of a
group of stone-built "beehive”
huts, or cilles, with a chapel
similarly constructed. Visitors to
Iona can see an example called
"The Hermit's Cell” on the Island.
There are numerous site names in
Scotland prefixed by Xil or Cille.

Nothing remains of St. Columba'’s
monastery on Iona and a later one
was built on a different site. In
1560, the Reformation came to
Scotland and Iona was badly

damaged and its library destroyed.

But a cathedral, on which
restoration began in the early part
of this century is visited by pilgrims
from all over the world.

Now the ”lona Community” is
made up of several thousand full
and associate members of a
missionary group of clergy and
laymen within the Church of
Scotland. Most of the year they live
on the mainland, where they
typically work among the poor and
underpriviledged, but they return
for part of the summer to Iona to
take part in the devotions of the
community and to participate in
the work of restoration of The
Celtic Church of St. Columba and
other ancient buildings.

The Iona Connection, an ad hoc
group here in Cape Breton, formed
to provide a united ~voice for
heritage concerns in the province,
also takes its spirit and name from
the island of Iona. “The
missionaries from Iona went far
and wide,” says Jim St.Clair,
moathering both converts and
knowledge. This is what, in a sense,
The Iona Connection is trying to
do as well: to gain converts to the
importance of heritage
preservation, and to gather
knowledge. We also bring together
museums and historical societies so
that we can share resources and®
speak as one voice.”

The following were used as sources
of information in this article:

MacKay, I.R., Early Churches, An
Comunn Gaidhealach, Glasgow,
Scotland, 1970.

Jim St.Clair
Encychpedia Britannica

Frank, Bryn, Discover Scotland,
Johnston and Bacon, Edinburgh,
Scotland, 1979.

A booklet under the title Highland
Village Day (1962, 1986), produced
by The Highland Village
Anniversay Committee.
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