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Is THERE A SANTA CLAUS?
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The modern image of Santa Claus was created by the cartoonist
Thomas Nast in several illustrations from the 1860’s.

Crafts & Arts Show at Centre 200

Canada Winter Games is providing
free booths for a craft/arts/antiques
show and sale at Center 200 on
February 21-23. This event will be a
part of a "cultural Extravaganza"
featured on Sunday, February 22.
Showcased will be ethnic displays,
visual arts, childrens' theatre
dancers , singers, and more. To apply
for free booth space, contact by phone
or mail: Janice Hillman, Complimentary
Programs Division, P.0. Bo:: 1987,

Sydney, Nova Scotia, B1P 6V9 Phone:
564-1987.

The following article originally appeared on the editorial page of the New York
Sun, September 21, 1897, and was reprinted for many years in the December 24
editions of the newspaper

‘ J ; r ¢ take pleasure in answering at once and thus prominently
the communication below, expressing at the same time
our great gratification that its faithful author is numbered

among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor, I am 8 years old.
Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says “If you sce it in 78 Suzn it’s so.”
Please tell me the truth. Is chere a Santa Claus?
Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety-fifth Street

VIRGINIA, Your litcle friends are wrong. They have been affected by
the skepricism of a skeptical age. They do not believe except they sce.
They think that nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their
little minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children’s,
are little. In this great universe of ours man is a mere inscct, an ant, in his
intellect, as compared with the boundless world about him; as measured

" by the intelligerice capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowl-

edge. .
Yes, Virginia, there is 2 Santa Claus. He exists as ccreainly as love and

generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give -

to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the
world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if there were
no Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no ro-
mance to make tolerable this existence. We should have no cnjoyment,
except in sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills
the world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairics!
You might get your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not sce Santa
Claus coming down what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus
but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The most real things in

_ the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you cver

see fairies dancing on the lawn? OF course not, but that’s no proof that
they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders there
are unscen and unseeable in the world, :

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes the noise inside
but there is a veil covering the unseen world which not the strongcs;
man, not even the united strength of all the strongest men that ever
lived, could tear apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can phsh
aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauty and glory be-
yond. Is it all real? Ab, Virginia, in all this world there is nothing clse
real and abiding. , :

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now
he will continue to make glad the heart of childhood, :
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. ArtAttack 2:

by Mary Anne Ducharme

A search needed for the right questions

. What are the problems facing the
Various cultural disciplines?  How can
cultural groups realize opportunities
and overcaome problems?

These were the questions formuil—
ated by the organizations of the
cultural planning symposium held in
Baddeck in November. However, when
small groups representing crafts ’
herltgge, writers, media, performing
and visual arts, returned to the
afternoon assembly, there was a sense .
of frustration because the time
alloted for small groups was inade-
quate. To those in small groups,
thgre;werenewpeopletomeetanda
quick discovery that thought frames
were so varied that much time was
spent in defining terms to each other.

In the group I facilitated,
defining problems had to begin with
other questions, such as what is meant

by the word 'media'? Is media an art
form or a message or both? Are we
going to talk about newspapers? Do
newspapers serve cultural interests
well? Are we including films and
radio? If so, are we discussing
problems the artist has in creating
and marketing, or are we talking about
how well these forms of media
represent who and what we are in Cape
Breton? Wwhy do present cammnication
systems seem ineffective on the Island?

: The symposium itself, was a
subject of many questions. Who funded
it? How did the steering committee
form? Who does this committee
represent? Are the aims of the con-
ference designed to lead to a pre-
determined conclusion? Where was the ~
"mandate or direction" requested
going to lead?

The sense of inconclusion and the
fact that many came away without
saying what they wished to say under-
scores the huge amount of groundwork
that has to be accomplished before an
Island-wide organization or a Cape
Breton Council of the Arts can come
into being. e feeling exists that such
an organization may form a double
helix around Sydney and Baddeck and
+hat rural areas will be left out.

Such fears must be put to rest before
trug cooperation on an Island-wide
basis is feasible. A foundation of
trust is essential.

Weldon Bona, one of the conference
organizers, was correct when he said
that many.perceive a need for an on-
going cultural organization. Ken
Donovan, of the 01d Sydney Society is
also right to be impressed by "the
cooperative spirit of symposium partici-
pants". Good will, however, is not
enough to do what needs to be done.

It is pre-mature to assume that
any cultural organization in Cape
Breton will ever be qualified to be a
"mouthpiece"” for the Island. Our
Island is too geographically and cult-
urally diverse to "speak in one voice"
at all times. Of course, we do need to
camunicate better, as we are well

aware, so that is not a question. The

questions are better asked about what do

we need to cammmicate, to wham, how
and why.

I think that one obstacle to
cultural development on the Island is
the excessive reliance on volunteers
and volunteer organizations. We hear
much about cultural industries
providing one—fourth of all the jobs
in Canada. Does this hold true on:
Cape Breton Island? Or, are we
trying to get samething for nothing?
Samehow the fashion of thought has
crept in here that seeking employment
in the cultural sector is suspect.
Why? Does entrepreneurial initiative
in cultural affairs have to be so
esoteric that only saints need apply?
It is like thinking that there is a
fundamental conflict between being
paid for one's work and being altru-
istic.

As a somewhat scarred veteran of
volunteerism, I can say with absolute
conviction that there is no lack of
work to be done on Cape Breton Island.
Our present unemployment is the result
of a shift away from industrial and
resource-based jobs -- a trend that is
international. If some of the volun-
teer work currently being done in
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tourism, recreation,.
community service, etc. was paid work,
future development might include a
whole array of jobs undrealped of'at
this time. Cultural work is an invest--—
ment in the econcmic future on Cape
Breton.

heritage, culture,

Volunteer reliance lea(.is to lack
of long-term planning, continuity, and
contact networking because there 1S a
constant shifting of personnel.

Taking volunteers from the deeply
involving concerns of their own local
areas, and stretching them beyond all
reason to regional concerns provides a
very unstable base of development.

Perhaps ArtAttack 2 would have
accomplished more with fundamental
questions: "What is the current work
being done in cultural development?"
"Who is doing it?" "What else needs to
be done?" "Who will undertake Island-
wide tasks?"

Many questions need to be asked and
answered; and the questions need to be
the right ones.
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Arts Council
executive

The Inverness County Council of
the Arts recently elected a new slate
of officers for the '86 - '87 year.
Charles Mullendore is Chairman; Jim
Mustard, Vice-Chairman; Dorothy Frank,

I'reasurer; and Ann Ferguson, Secre-—
tary.

Several members of the Arts
Council attended ArtAttack 2 in
Baddeck and the Council is presently
formulating a statement of position in
terms of a need for an Island-wide
Council, among other matters. Of
special concern to the Council is the
need for more imput from people in the
conceptual planning. ILack of art
programs 1n rural schools is another
area that ICAC would like to address
at some future time.

Archie Neil
on Land & Sea

Don't miss Land and Sea on
December 22 at 7:00 P.m. on CRC.

Featured will be one of Cape Breton's

favorite story-tellers i ]
- » Archie Neil
Chisholm, on the subject of Christmas.

Recreation and CQulture Newsletter
Minicipal Department of Recreation
Inverness County, Cape Breton, N.S.

Send all contributions to:
Mary Anne Ducharme
Recreation/Tourism Dept. L
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