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Is THERE A SANTA CLAUS? 
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The. modem image of Santa Claus was created by the· cartoonist 
Thomas Nast in several illustrations from the 1860's. 

Crafts & Arts Show at Centre 200 
Canada Winter Games is providing 

free booths for a craft/arts/antiques 
show and sale at Center 200 on 
February 21-23. This event will·be a 
part of a "cultural Extravaganza" 
featured on Sunday, February 22. 
Showcased will be ethnic displays, 
visual arts, childrens' theatre 
dancers , singers, and more. To apply 
for free booth space, contact by phone 
or mail: Janice Hillman, Complimentary 
Programs Division, P.0. Bo: 1987, 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, BlP 6V9 Phone: 
564-1987. 

The following article originally appeared on the editorial page of the New York 
Sun, September 2 I I 1897, and was reprinted for many years in the December 24 
editions of the newspaper 

W e take pleasure in answering at once and thus prominently 
the communication below, expressing at the same time 
our great gratification that its faithful auchor is numbered 

among the friends of The Sun: 

Dear Editor, I am 8 years old. 
Some of my little friends say there is no Santa Claus. 
Papa says "If you see it in TJ.lJSun ir's so." 
Please cell me the truth. Is there a San ta Claus? 

Virginia O'Hanlon 
115 Wesc Ninecy-~fth Screef 

VIRGINIA, Your little friends are wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not &elieve except they see. 
They think that nothing can be which is not- comprehensible oy their 
liccle minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men's or children's, 
are little. In this great universe of ours man is a mere insect, an. ant, in his 
incellecc; as compared with the boundless world about him, as measured 
by the incdligerice capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowl­ 
edge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as cer~ainly as love and 
generosity and devotion exist, and you know that they abound and give 
to your life its highest beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the 
world if there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if there were 

. no Virginias. There would be no childlike faith then, no poetry, no ro­ 
mance to make tolerable this existence. We should have no enjoyment, 
except m sense and sight. The eternal light with which childhood fills 
the world would be extinguished: 
Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe'io fairies! 

You might get your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on 
_Chnstmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa 
Claus coming down what would that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus 
but that is no sign that there is no Santa Claus. The mo~t• real ~hings in 
the world are those that neither children nor men can see. Did you ever 
see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that's no proof that 
they are not there. Nobody can conceive or, imagine all the wonders there 
are unseen and unseeable in the world. · · 
You tear" apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside. 

but there is a veil covering the unseen world which net the strongest 
man, not even the united strength of all the strongest men that cver 
lived, could tcar apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push 
side that curtain and view and picture the supernal beauti)i and lo be­ 
yond. Is it all real? A, Virginia, in alt his wold ere is ask,,', 
real and abiding. 
No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives forever. A tffousan·a 

years from now, Virginia, nai, ten times ten thousand years from now 
he w.ill continue to make glad the heart of childhood. 
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A search needed for the right questions 
. What are the problems facing the 
various cultural disciplines? How can 
cultural groups realize opportunities 
and overcome problems? 

by Mary Anne Ducharme 

- . . . 
These were the questions formul­ 

ated by the organizations of the 
. cultural planning syrrg;osium held, in 
Baddeck in November. However, when 
small groups representing crafts, 
heritage, writers, media, performing 
and visual arts, returned to the 
afternoon assembly, there was a sense. 
of frustration because the time 

.alloted for small groups ·was . inade­ 
quate. To those in small groups, 
there were new people to meet and a 
quick discovery 'that thought frames 
were so varied that much time was 
spent in defining tenns to·each other. 

In·the group I facilitated, 
defining problems had to begin with 
other questions, such as what is meant 
by the word 'media'? Is media an art 
form or a message or both? Are we 
going to talk about newspapers? Do 
newspapers serve cultural interests 
well? Are we including films and 
radio? If SOj, are we discussing 
problems the artist has in creating 
and marketing, or are ~ talking about 
how well these fonns of media 
represent who and what we are in cape. 
Breton? Why do present communication 
systems seem ineffective on the Island? 

The symposium itself, was a 
subject of many questions. Who funded 
it? lbw did the steering committee 
form? Who does this committee 
represent? Are the aims of the con­ 
ference designed to lead to a pre­ 
determined conclusion? Where was the 
"mandate or direction" requested 
going to lead? 

The sense of inconclusion and the 
fact that many came away without 
saying what they wished to say under­ 
scores the· huge anount of groundwork 
that has to be accomplished before an 
Island-wide organization or a Cape 
Breton Council of the Arts can come 

I 

into being.· '?le feeling e}tj.sts that such 
an organization may form a double 
helix around Sydney arid Baddeck and 
lat rural areas will be left out. 

Such fears must be put to rest before 
true cooperation on an Island-wide 
basis is feasible. A foundation of 
trust is essential. 

. Weldon Bona, one of the conference 
organizers, was oorrect. when he said 
that many .perceive a need for an on­ 
going cultural organization. Ken 
Donovan, of the Old Sydney Society is 
also right to be impressed by "the 
cooperative spirit of symposium partici­ 
pa:ts". Good will, however, is not 
enough to-do what needs to be done. 

It is pre mature to assume that 
any cultural organization in Cape 
Breton will ever be qualified to be a 
"mouthpiece" for the Island. Our 
Island is too geographically and cult­ 
urally diverse to "speak in one voice" 
at all times. Of course, we do need to 
cx:mnunicate better, as we are well 
aware, so that is not a question. The 
questions are ·better asked about what do 
we need to ccmm.micate, to whom, how 
and why. 

I think that one obstacle to 
cultural development on the Island is 
the excessive reliance on volunteers 
and volunteer organizations. We hear 
much about cultural industries 
providing one-fourth of all the jobs 
in Canada. Does this hold true on· 
cape Breton Island? Or, are we 
trying to get something for nothing? 
Somehow the fashion of thought has 
crept in here that seeking employment 
in the cultural sector is suspect. 
Why? Does entrepreneurial initiative 
in cultural affairs have to be so 
esoteric that only saints need apply? 
It is like thinking that there· is a 
fundamental conflict between being 
paid for one's work and being altru­ 
istic. 

As a somewhat scarred veteran of 
volunteerism, I can say with absolute 
conviction that there is no lack of 
work to be done on cape Breton Island. 
Our present unemployment is the result 
of a shift away from industrial and 
resource-based jobs -- a trend that is 
international. If sane of the volun­ 
teer work currently beinq done in 

h . ta culture tourism, recreation,. er1 ge, -r td :k 
comnuni ty service, etc. was pai vpr ' 
future development might include a 
whole array of jobs undreamed of at 
this time. Cultural work is an invest-= 
ment in the economic future on cape 
Breton. 

Volunteer reliance leads to lack 
of long-term planning, continuity, and 
contact networking because there is a 
constant shifting of personnel.. . 
·Taking volunteers from the deeply 
involving concerns of their own local 
areas, and stretching them beyond all 
reason to regional concerns provides a 
very unstable base of development. 

Perhaps ArtAttack 2 would have 
accomplished more with fundamental 
questions: "What is the current work 
being done in cultural development?" 
"Who is doing it?" "What else needs to 
be done?" "Who will undertake Island­ 
wide tasks?" 

Many questions need to be asked and 
answered; and the questions need to be 
the right.ones. 

Arts Council 
·executive 

The Inverness County Cbuncil of 
the Arts recently elected a new slate 
of officers for the '86 - '87 year. 
Charles Mullendore is Chairman; Jim 
Mustard, Vice-Chairman; Dorothy Frank, 
Treasurer; and Ann Ferguson; Secre­ 
tary. 

Several members of the Arts 
Council attended ArtAttack 2 in 
Baddeck and the Council is presently 
formulating a statarent of position in 
terms of a need for an Island-wide 
Council, among other natters. Of 
special concern to the Council is the 
need for more imput from people in the 
conceptual planning. lack of art 
programs in rural schools is another 
area that ICAC would like to address 
at sane future time. 

Archie. Neil 
on Land & Sea 
Don't miss Land and sea on 

December 22 at 7:00 p.m. on CBC 
Featured will be one of Cape Breton's 
favorite story-tellers, Archie Neil 
Chisholm, on the subject of Christmas. 

Recreaticn anid Culture Newsletter 
Municipal Department of Recreat.ioo 
Inverness County, Cape Breton, N.S. 

Send all contributions to: 
Mary Anne Ducharme 
Recreation/Tourism Dept. 
P.O. Bax 179, Mm. Bldg. 
Port Hood, N.S. BOE 2w0 

Partii-Paper 
Editor, Marv Anne Ducharme 

TYPIST: ELOISE COADY MACISAAC 

Next deadline: 
JANUARY 9 

Next printing: 
JANUARY 16 

Special thanks to the Port Hood Post Office for ooq,e.catiai 



ARTS 

CALENDAR 

December 5 - Friday, Mabou-Hillsbough 
United Church ·"Giving of our Gifts" 
candle light service. 

Cultural 
Inventory 
launched 
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37 Esplanade - was built for post­ 
master Robert Marin in 1870. Residents 
came here three tines a week to pick 
up their mail. Robert's father 
Nicholas, also a postmaster, was tried 
three times for the shooting death of 
Archie U:ldd, but was eventually 
acquitted. 

December 6-7 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Work­ 
shop on Lighting and Makeup. Nova 
Scotia Drama League. CUnard St. 
Theatre, Halifax. For more infor­ 
rnation call 425-3876. 

Sunday, December 7 - Arthur Muise, 
Brenda Stubbert, and Lonnie I.eBlanc, 
last of Fall Concert Series, UCCB 
Little Theatre, 2 p.m. 

December 13 - Broad Assumptions, 
Joella Foulds, Bette MacDonald, 
UCCB Playhouse. 

December 14 - Christmas Ceilidh, 
Winnie Chafe & Friends, Savoy. 

December 16 - Inverness County Singers 
Christmas Concert, N .E. Margaree 
School, 7:30 p.m. 

December 18 - Inverness County Singers 
Christmas Concert, Inverness. St. 
Matthew's United Church, 7:30 p.m. 

December 28,29,30 - Snoopy, UCCB Drama­ 
group, OCCB Playhouse. 

32 Amelia Street - built between 1840 
and 1850, was originally two stories 
high and one-third the size it is row. 
The muse, owned by MLA Alonzo While, 
had two rooms per floor, each with its 
own fireplace. 
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Once again the Christmas Season is 
fast approaching. Many of us will be 
planning Christmas parties and activi­ 
ties for children. 

I am now booking for Children's 
Christmas Shows. The program runs 45­ 
G0 min. , depending on your needs. It 
totally involves the children in 
singing, rrovenent activities·, rhythm 
instrument accompaniments and stories 
filled with music. The cost for this 
program is $125. For further infor­ 
mation and rooking you can contact me 
at 539-8879. 

Marjorie Campbell 
Marjorie The Music lady 

· of 
A. T.V.'s Shantytown 

' 
Artists stand up and be counted! 

ARl'AID is undertaking the task of 
cataloguing the cultural community in 
Cape Breton. The Cape, Breton Cultural 
Inventory is supported by a Cape 
Breton Development Corporation Indus­ 
trial Development Division grant of 
$15,000. The Inventory will be pub­ 
lished in April 1987. ­ 

The cape Breton Cultural Inventory 
is a directory of people and resources 
ii} Cape Breton's rich cultural ccmmm-=- · 
ity. As a networking tool for the 
cultural community it allows people 
involved in the arts to get in touch 
with others, develop joint projects 
organize and find supplies, educators, 
facilities and information. It is a 
tool for planning, marketing and pro­ 
notion. 

Old Sydney 'Town 
By Ann Sherrington 

Few North American cities can 
boast' eight 150 to 200 vear-old 
buildings still in use. but Sydney can. 

To most visitors. ·Sydney is · an 
industrial city struggling to cope with 
wrench i ng. changes in its coal and 
steel-based economy. But behind the 
gloomy headlines. intermingled among 
company construction of the 20th 
centnry city, is old Sydney, the 
Loyalist colony and garrison town that 
Governor Joseph DesBarres built on a 
defendable peninsula in 1785. • 

. Last month. the Old Sydney 
Society published a book to remember 
that early Sydney of the city's north 
end: Old Sydney Town. a 102 page 
collect.ion of detailed ink drawings and 
thoughtful text about 42 of Sydney's 
early buildings. from the 18th century 
Cossitt House to 19th century Amelia 
street and Holy Angels Convent to the 

· Lyceum, Bank of Montreal, . and Yacht 
Club of this century. Drawings are by 
artist Lewis Parker, and text is by 
researcher Debra McNabb. 

The book, which grew out of a 
walking tour of historic Sydney, paints 
Cape Breton's industrial heart with a 
human face--where the original settlers 
built their houses out of what they 
could scavenge from ruined Louisbourg, 
of houses built, altered, expanded, and 
moved to fit growing families, changes 
in use, prosperity, even arson. 

The 42 buildings in Old Sydney 
Town range from Cape Cod cottages to 
Scottish dormers reminiscent of 
medieval castles, to gambrel roofs and 
Queen Anne lace and gingerbread. 

Old Sydney Town costs $12.95 
.inpaper back, $24.95 hardcover, and at 
. a discount price from members of the 
.Old Sydney Society. 

The inventory will be bound in a 
deluxe printed three ring binder to. 
allow for easy updates and additions 
All information is stored on a com­ 
puter database and will be available 
as ready to use mailing labels sorted 
by numerous catagories. An annual 
suppl iment reflecting updates and 
changes is planned. 

Research and assembling the infor­ 
mation begins on 17 November 1986. 
Brochures and questionnaires will be 
distributed and a series of ads announ­ 
cing the project will appear in Cape 
Breton newspapers. The deadline for 
submissions is 31 January 1986. 

For a copy of a brochure and 
questionnaire please contact ARTAID 
P.O. Box 1733, Sydney,N.S. BIP 617.,' 
For advance orders of the Cultural 
Inventory enclose a cheque or money 
?"® for$35. before 28 February i986. 
ter 28 February the regular price of 

$45. applies. You are advised to order 
early as a limited number of copies 
willl tie prll:Iltea. - 


