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TOURISM CONFERENCE· .A SUCCESS. 
A yeJJ.JL ago, _ .the RecJL.ea:ti.on Ve.pall.:lme.nt o-6 1nve/Ule.M Co. 

&00.6 gi.ve.n .the 1te.t,pon1,,i,bil,liij 06 ;tou.JU,6m by .the Mw1£ci.pali.tl] 
o~ I~ve/Ule.h.& Cou.n;t:.y. Thi.6 NovembeJL, .the ReCJr.ea:ti.on Ve.pt. 
.&pon601t.ed ·a 6i.Ju,t-eve/l con6eJLe.nc.e on Tou.JU,6m a:t the. 
l«atcgaJte.e. Foll..k.6 School. . . 

Ove.it · 5 0 pa!Lt,ieipant.& , JLepll.M e.nJ:ing :to UJU.,6m 6acili;Ue.t, 
.&ue.h a.& mo:teh,, Jte..&ta.u./r.oJ'l;t. , ca.mp-gJr.Oundl., fie.t,:Uval.6, g.ttf 
.&hop6, mu.6e.wn6, and o.Jd.6 and CJr.al;tl, a.Ue.nded .the con6eJLe.nce 
:to e.xc.ha.nge idea.& and look a:t 6u;bJJte. po.&.&ibili.:Ue.h 601t. 
pJr.Omo.thtg moJte ;toUfUl:;m in oUJL county. Wh.le.e. .thi-6 i.6 only · · · 
a. be.gbming, .the ReeJr.eat,,i;on Vepalt:bne.nt 6e.elh molt.e conµ.de.nt MERRY CHRISTM. AS l 1----- .tha.:t a.n. -ln6oJUnai. man.date ha.& be.en g.lve.n il ~olt. .the. 6u;bJJte.. __ ____. . . 
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va tion of culture and-in the maintaining 
of urban and rural values· and the 

This ; s a· he insistence on econotni c opportunity 
simole th ·· s art note to say _a. anq emolovment for all neoole. 
f ·.1 . t ank you to a 11 the participants, The ch.a 11 enoes for MANS are many· 
T,ac, .1 ators, guests and Recreation/· but it will not set forth an organi­ 
ourism staff for the success of the t· · · · · · ·, 

rec::ently completed T · '• c· fe' zaiional pattern to achieve its signi­ 
. our,sm on erence. ficant goals unless it.hears from many 

'Nova Scotians. Copies of the last news­ 
letter are available at the Recreation 
Office along with cooies of the Mandate 
of the Task-Force. MANS invites written 
comments to the Task Force, 5516 Spring. 
Garden Road, Halifax, N.S. B3J 1G6, 
Ptior to January 6, please. 

DIRECTOR'S DESK 

It takes a great deal of time and 
effort by all involved and the Tourism 
Committee along with the Municioal 
Council. fully appreciate. and acknow­ 
ledge their efforts. The Recreation 
Dept. was given the tourism resobnsi­ 
bilities in October of 1985. Durina 

• the time 1 eading un to the Conference; 
we have-been involved with research; 
promotion, various tourism presentations, 

,~ and· the development of a· county tourism .. 
booklet. During that time we were 
very fortunate to be able to hi re Marv 
Anne Ducharme (part-time) to' assist us 
and I can attest to Mary's resources, 
dedication and hard work. The Conference 
report should be completed.within two 
or three weeks and we will. have exceots 
in the January editi.on of Participaoer. 
·If you have any questions or inquiries 
regarding the above; please don't • 
hesitate in callinq the Recreation/ 
Tourism Office at 787-2274. 

Candlelight Carols 
A tradition in Inverness ·County 

now anticipated by many is' the Annual 
Giving .of Gifts Service at the Mabou­ 
Hillsborouqh United Church- a time 
for reflection of candlelight in the 
eyes of people happy to share their. 
gifts with others, Music, words and 

· times of quiet with refreshments · 
following create a mood of awareness 
to the variety of human talents - those· 
who cr~ate imoressions wit~ musical 
instruments; those who act; those who 
sing; those who serve food; those who 

RX22f+++#+&8 EC.532''{' 3"."Z.#"%. 
But the sharina is volun.tary - an 
evenina of volunteerism at its best. 
All are welcome. Come and light a 
candle .. The time is 7:30 - the hlace 

Hillsborouqh United Church. The· date 
i s December 6, 

Multicultural Hearings 
Multiculturalism in Nova Scotia 

The Multiculturalism Association 
of Nova Scotia (MANS) as it celebrates 
ten years of the promc:rti0n of ethnic 
identity in the Province is looking at 
its various activities, its successes · 
and its failures •. 

RURAL BEAUTIFICATION · ' 
by: Shirley MacDonald, Secretary 

Inverness Co. Rural Beautification 

To accomolish the task of evalua- 
tion a task force has been appointed The Nova Scotia Rural Beautification 
with Mrs. Jean Fraser and Mr. John Committee, now in its 20th year, has 
Thadin as members. They are travellinq_ once again carried out the program.to 
throuqhout the Province in order to make this province a more beautiful place 
meet with Membe,r Councils and to hear in which to live and work. 
briefs from neoole whd have been invited 
to submit them or from anybody inter­ 
ested. A hearinq was held in Sydney 
on the 27th of November, with about 
twenty-five people present. 

DATELINE 
.l ,t . 

ii 

While much of the work of MANS 
durinq the past decade has been in the 

' area of establishing a climate in Nova 
Scotia with strong emphasis on req1onal 
councils and ethnic festivals, MANS 
also sees itself .as a partner with 
other social a~encies in the oreser- 

December 1, 1982 Carmen Camp bell of 
Mabou ships over 2,500 cultivated 
Christmas trees, the largest 
shipment to date from any Cape 

- Breton woodlot. · -: .·, 
r, ' 

'',"% · 3 

December 3, 1864 - Pierre Fi se_t: :is . . ... 
· ordained a nriest. He comes to 

the Cheticamp area in 1875 and 
serves the people in the area 
for many years. In 1893, he 
begins the buildina of the 
present church - St. Pierre, 
named for Fr. Fiset's patron 
saint. 

December 3, 1981 A barn-raising is 
comol.eted in-East-Skye Glen .. 
Herman Van Den Heuval who los t 
his barn to fire in August sees 
its replacement when neighbours 
come together to rebuild his 
barn. 

December 5,1780 - The brig "St. Lawrence 
founders along the Inverness 
County coast dur.inq a-f.ierce 
storm (some people contend it 
wrecked at Little Judique Har­ 
bour, others at Maraaree).. 

· -'Travelling from Quebec to New 
York, Ensign Prenties entrusted 

with military dispatches for 
· the ·British. forces at:New York 
is one of the survivors who ndt 
only lives to tell the tale, 
but publishes it in book form, . 
which then becomes the best­ 
seller of its day. 

i,' : • 

December 14,1979'- Nova Scotia's first 
set of quadruplets are' born.to 
Rinus and Lynn Van ce Ven of 
Judique North. 

December 20, 1838 - Gaelic bibles and 
school books are received in the I 

Margaree area from the Glasgow 
Colonjai· Society of North 
America. 

Chairman, Isabel Archibald, Newtown, December 25,· 1897 - The first mass 
Guys borough County, exp la ms that the said in St. Mary's Church· 
general aim of Rural Beautification is · · ' 
to encouraqe rural people to take pride 
in their communities, to stimulate 

This hearina which was for all of individuals to improve their properties 
Caoe Rreton was to examine how MANS and, in general, to enhance the beauty 
could better fulfill its purposes in of the countryside. In 1985 there were 
Cane Breton: Oraanization 353 participants in the program. 

Promotion of ethnic divers- 
-. ity 

Encouraqcment of heritage 
. ianguaqes 

Preservation of Human 
Riahts and Constitutional 
0bl iaations 

Enhancement of Multi­ 
culturalism in the Arts, 
the Media and Government 

Enhancement of economic 
opportunity for all 

The Halifax Seed Company has again 
offered to assist the Committee with its 
promotion. The first 100 entrants in the 
competitions will receive a selection 
of flower seeds compliments of the 
Company. 

The Rural Beautification proqram 
is funded by the Nova Scotia Department 
of Agriculture and sponsored jointly by 
this Department, the N.S. Federation of 
Aqriculture and Co-op Atlantic. 
The winners for 1985 are as follows; 

Farm Improvement Competition 
1. Verna MacMillan, East Lake Ainslie 

continued p. 3 
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The autho o{ these stones 6 
Lilah Smli:h-B-iJtd, a native o{ Pot Hood 
I-0ta.nd. MM. Sm-U:h-B-iJtd .u, a gJr.and­ 
mothen pesent&q iving n (1Joltville. 
and has witten a nwnbe.Jr. 0 t,, -0tOJU..eA - 
me.moJi.,<.U on hVt c.hil.dhood a:t PoJt:t Hood » 
lac.al Poll;t Hood h-UJ:to1ty and poe..tJr.y. 
He stones efect a smicity and 
chavu of days gone by a.nd we. hope that 
hades w& enjoy them. (Ue pint 
these stoes with the pevusson of 
the Chest&co Museum and Historical 
Soue.ty, Polt:t Hood-. - Ed-Uo.1t 

THE CHRISTMAS MOUSE 

11 'Twas the· n'i ght before Christmas 
When all through the·house _ 
Not a creature was stirrina 
Not even a mouse' 

~o ~oes the old rhyme but it was not 
true in this case, for the mice were a­ 
stirring. ,In the· Birq kitchen was an 
old dresser and under the dresser. was 
a mouse hole. It was very convenient 
for the mice because the dresser.was so 
close to the floor that there was only 
room for a mouse to qo under it. 
Father and Mother were cautious and 
never ventured into the kitchen, until' 
the family had gone .to bed and every­ 
thing has.settled down, for the night, 
but little gray mouse,loved to come to 
the kitchen in the eveninq when the· 
lamps were lighted and a fire cracked 
in the biq kitchen stove. Sometimes, 
when Mrs. Bird had been. baking, there 
was a delicious smell of freshly baked 
bread and it made little.gray mouse's 
nose twitch with a longing for just a 
wee nibble. · · 

Little qray mouse became so 
interested that he foraot to be care­ 
ful and he crent riaht out to the 
middle of the floor. Mr. Bird turned 
and saw him and looked at the ginger 
cat. "A fine cat you are, lettina a 
mouse run right under your nose, you 
lazy fellow," Mr. Bird said. Mama 
Bird said, "I'm qoinq to put a bit of 
extra cheese out tonight for a treat 
for the mice." "Mhat foolishness!", 
said Mr. Bird, but he didn't want 
Ginqer to see the mouse either. 

A last the tree was finished and 
the two of them stood back to admire 
their work. The lights were put out 
and Mr. and Mrs. Bird went to bed, 
but little gray mouse had a fine time 
eating the cheese. · 

Next morning, the Bird children 
were up and about early before day­ 
break. Mr. and Mrs. Bird got up and 
lighted the fire in the old wood stove., 
the lamps were lighted, and the child­ 
ren ran to the gifts under the tree. 
Mrs. Bird stopped suddenly to pick up 
a bit of oaper from under the edge of 
the dresser; then she cried out in 
surprise, "Why, Jack, this is the ten 
dollars you lost last spring. I 
remember it by the raqged corner. How 
ever did it come·here?" 

· To this day, it remains a mystery 
in the Bird househoJd how ten dollars 
returned on Christmas Day. No one but 
the little gray mouse knows. 

THE CHRISTMAS GOOSE 

This night when the little qray 
mouse come up throuph th~ hole and 
neeoed out from under the dresser, 
there was no homework being done. 
Instead, the, children were full of. 
excitement; they lauqhed and danced 
around the room and finally, their-. This ooos~·was called Henry - I 
mother sent them all to their beds. think it was an abbreviation for 

· Henrietta. We would carry Henry around, 
As soon as the door closed behind put our arms around her,she seemed to 

the children, Mr. Bird arose and opened love us. children. She would like to 
the outer. door-such a blast of cold· have been allowed in the house,· but 
air blew in that littl,e qray mouse . . this was forbidden. 
shivered; then Mr. Bird came in 
car.rvino a most beautiful fir Christmas 
tree, not very -1 arqe but with. lots of 
branches and a· lovey woodsy smell.. He 
stood it in the corner, then he and his 
wife set to work trimminn it un for the 
next morning. At the very top they 
placed a beautiful goid and shiny star 
and then the big red and gold colored 
balls were tied on the ends of the· 
b~anches. Next. Mrs. Bird struno 
strinoi of ti~sel. cranberries and Dop 
corn that srnirkl ed like diamonds. 
"Yummie" said little gray mouse to him­ 
self. Finally, came parcels of all 
shapes and sizes that were placed under 
the tree. 

He kept geese,and in the fall of the 
year arandfather always selected a qoqse 
for Christmas and in the barn was a tinv 
pen for the Christmas Goose. Year after 

· year it was· used • 

One day Henry got out of her pen. 
Ne didn't miss her until we heard a 
great noise. Henry was comina through 
a hole in the fence adjoining our aunts; 
Henry would stand, then close one eye 
and open both, and staqqer. 11 Mama, Henry 
is sick,"we shouted. Finally, she gave 
u~ the strugqle and fell to the qround. 

d~narture, Auntie dumped the contents of 
the bottle on the qrass or old board that 
was around the woodshed. Henry sauened 
through the fence and had a marveJlous 
feed . .:. It must ·have been very potent. 
Auntie came out to bring in wood for the 
fire and found Henry stagqerinq around 
and tried to catch her to brinq her home, 
so this was what the commotion was about. 

Me cauqht Henry and put her in her 
cage to s 1 eep· it off, and we were to 1 d 
severely not to mention this incident to 
a soul - not even oapa. We promised, 
faithfully. 

He visited Henry every day and com­ 
plained we could not ez.t Henry for 
Christmas. Christmas Day arrived, our 
plates were heaped wi_th Christmas dinner, 
How could the adults enjoy this meal? 
Mama told us to eat everything. Tears 
splashed down our cheeks. Pana said he 
had an announcement to make. "Since you 
all thought so warmly of Henry we decided 
to put her back with the others, and 
brought this one from Uncle Dave. After 
dinner we went to visit Henry and told her 
how -hapny we were she wasn't our Christmas 
oose. 

Beautification Awards.' 
Hpme ,Improvement 'Competitfon 
1. Jim & Marily Talbot, Port Hastings 
2. Arnold & Jean Tobey, R.R. # 1 

. . · . Whycocomagh · · 
3. Mrs. Allan Matheson, Whycocomagh ~ 

I 
Rural_Cemetery Improvement Competition 
1. Stewartda 1 e Cemetery, Whycocomagh 

. ' 

Community Facility Competition . 
1. l~hycocomagh · Lionettes, Whycocomagh 
2. Lake Ainslie 'Presbyterian Church, 

Whycocomagh 
3. Alexander Grant United Church, UCW 

East Lake Ainslie 

Flower Ga~den Competition 
1. Arnold &·Jean· Tobey, R.R. # 1 

Whycocomagh 
2. Margaree Area Development Assoc.. > 

Margaree Forks 
3. Mrs. Allan Matheson; Whycocomgh 

Community P.ri de Grant 
' 

·Alexander Grant United Church U. C.W 
e ' East Lake Ainslie $125.00 . 

Lake Ainslie Histor.ical Society, East 
Lake Ainslie $100.00 

A limited number of community 
In the meantime our Aunt came over ,pride grants are available ·to community 

the fence. She told mama in whispers, groups for projects which will make 
but we a11 heard what she said. A friend the~r-commun,ty more attractive. The 
from the mainland came to visit her and , maximum gr:ant a_vailable is $400 and 
brought a bottle of dandelion wine. My j these .fun~s must be used for the 
aunt was a Temperance women.· Aoparently yur_chase_of mqter,als anq supplies: 
this visitor wasn't.. After this ladv's they are not to be spent on labour. ,:. . ' 
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