Inverness
County

1984 proved to be a very challen-
ging year for Recreation, We haye taken
on added responsibility in tourism, we
have seen an increased demand for Cont-
inuing Education Programs. we have seen
an increased sponsorship by locsal
organizations in our summer programming.
We have been provided assistance by the
Provincial. Dept. of Culture, Recreation
and Fitness to assist us in structuring
our County Arts Council in order :to re-
flect and assist in an effective manner
the various cultural needs of our citi-
zens. : :
Thanks to the co-sponsorship by the

Mabou Minor Hockey Association our County

Cribbage Tournment continues to remain
very popular with our citizens. Through

the assistance of PASONS, Dept. of Culture

Recreation & Fitness, Mulgrave Co-op &
the Provincial Cultural Exchange Program,
we were able to provide a variety of
cultural expositions that proved not
only entertaining but educational as
well. Our school programming continues
to be very popular with approximately
160 programs in operation this past year|
Considerable thanks must be extended to
our school supervisors, instructors and
in particular our program co-ordinator
Donna MacDonell. The understanding and
co-operation shown by our School Super-
intendept, Mr. Alex Doyle and his
principals, janitors and maintenance
staff is greatly appreciated by the
Recreation Dept. | must also extend a
sincere thank you to Mr. Albert LeBlanc
for his invaluable assistance.
Partici-paper continues to be well
received, thanks to our editor, Ms.
Cathy ''Rory'' MacDonald and the contri-
buting writers, particularly Mr. Jim
St. Clair. Our maintenance contract
with the province relating to the beach
huts 'at our supervised beaches have been
7ulfilled admirably, thanks to our main-
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Seeing Ouumselucs Ay Others Fave

A Wornld War was in progress and the home in Port Hastings, until her death.

watens around Cape Breton were a Treach~ Port Hastings is a charming spot
erous place when the authon of Zhis book with its picturesque cove, its lovely
began a toun around Cape Breton. Clara hillside, the blue waters of the strait
Dennis descrnibed her adventures in a and just opposite, the frowning Porcupine
book Cape Bicton Over, which was pub- its symmetrical form as closely covered
Lished 4n 1947, 1L is Anteresting %o with trees as a porcupine with quills.
nead hen observations of the isLand What the promontory could tell! The
written over forty years ago, Despite secrets it must have heard whispered as
the international conflict, Cape Breton they sped from it, to the cable that
seemed tranquil and far removed grom the carried them over the water!
mainstrneam - a peaceful oasis with Port Hastings, like Port Hawkesbury,
many intimate corners to explore. . was a sailor town-in the days of sailing
are a few exceapts: ships. We have yet in Nova Scotia some
of the grand old masters of those ships.
But these old captains are getting less
in number every year, and soon their
picturesque figures will be gone alté-
gether. '
I found in Port Hastings one, old
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THIS ISSUE:
1.) A TOUR OF CAPE BRETON
12.) CHRISTMAS GREENERY

'3.) BOOK REVIEW:
"THE TEN=DOLLAR BILL

Here

""Just a mile or two from Port
Hawkesbury, is another little port, Port
Hastings, sister port as it were, to
Port Hawkesbury. Port Hastings was named
after Sir Hastings Doyle, a one-time
Governor of Nova Scotia. Before it was
named Port Hastings, it was known as
Plaster Cove. The French used to excavats
plaster from the cliff here and ship it

This whole region and a vast deal
besides-two thousand acres along Canso
Strait-were held in early days by a one
Colonel Belhace from the Isle of Jersey.
Colonel Belhace did not live long on his

tenance personel , Mr. Willie Gillis and
Mr. Dan Francis Moran.
Probably our biggest challenage was

continued p. 2

two thousand acres. While on his way to
make a visit to his old home in Jersey,
the -sailing vessel in which he took pnss-
age was lost with all on board. Mrs.
Belhace continued to reside here at their}

4.) RECREATIONAL SKATING

5.) ARTS CALENDAR




+o gki. The program is designed to

search is being done on local architect-
introduce children to the sport/recre-

' ure, literature, dancing, and music, and
the Municipality's involvement with the genealogical wo;k is ver; common. Brama ation of cross-country skling through

1984 Caper Games. Due to time restraints is alive and well, thanks to the Inverness fun and adventure. i
it took a team effort by all concerned : The days'activities will include

to be able to participate and do as well talks on equipment, teaching, waxing,
as we did. A heartfelt'thank you' goes clothing, etc. The $10.00 registration
out to our athletes, coaches and Munici- fee includes your handouts an lunch.
pal Management Committee members for a For more information on" the Jack-
job well done. With the involvement of rabbit Ski League Program and other

DIRECTOR’S DESK (contd)

County Drama League, and many young people
are learning about the thrills of the
stage. Sports activities, arts and crafts
and recreational games are also very
evident, so it is easy to see that Inver-
ness County is an active place, partici-

so many volunteers in our programs and

activities, | would be remiss if | didn't events.

include the very popular 'Volunteer

Recognition Program' which so many muni-

cipal business and organizations are
involved with each year. Thank you for
your concerns and appreciation for the
effort shown by our many volunteers. |t
is my belief that the grant structure
as set-up within the Recreation Dept.
has proven satisfactory to our citizens
and that consultative services provided

reflects the interests of our residents.

In closing | would like to extend on

behalf of the Recreation Dept. staff and

myself, a very Merry Christmas and
Happy and Prosperous New Year to all

our citizens. - John Cotton

Island Games Coming

The Cape Breton Recreation
Directors wish to announce that the
1985 Island Games (formerly the Caper
Games) will be held on February 22, 23
and 24, 1985 in Sydney. The 1985
edition of the Games will be co-hosted
by the 1985 Sydney Bi-Centennial’ Com-
mittee.

The Municipality of Inverness
County looks forward to entering repre-
sentative teams in the following activ-
ities: Alpine and Cross-Country Skiing,
Badminton, Basketball, Cheerleading,
Curling, Figure Skating, Gymnastics,
Hockey, Judo, Speedskating, Table
Tennis, and Volleyball.

We would very much like to enter
a team in Wrestling, but presently do
not know of an available coach. Anyone
in the County with an interest or
experience in wrestling, who would be
willing to coach a team, should contact
the Recreation Office. Assistance will
be provided in training and preparing
for the Games.

For further information on any

aspect of the 1985 Island Games, contact

John Cotton at 787-2274.

EDITOR'S NOTE BSHSSESS

Another year of publication draws
to a close. We, here at the Recreation
Department, hope that you the reader
have enjoyed the articles which have
appeared in Partici-paper over the past
year.
has kept you informed as to events
happening in and around Inverness County
concerning recreation and culture.

As far as the rest of the province
is concerned, Inverness County is be-
ginning to be seen as a place where local
culture and heritage are vibrant and
alive. Our County has an unusually high
number of historical societies and herit-
age groups. These are the results of
many hours of devoted work on the part
of interested volunteers. Historical

re-

paper is only too glad to report on such
Why not call us sometime or
write? Help us to keep you informed in
1985. Help us to be your paper

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year to all our readers.

Joyeux No&l et Bonne Année!

Nollaig Chridheil agus Bliadhna
Mhath Ur!

Local History

INVERNESS COUNTY BICENTENN|AL
PUBL|CATION

As a special issue to be published
in the spring of 1985, the Dept. of
Recreation is asking for manuscripts
of historical articles, plays based on
historical research, and essays on
Inverness County History. Manuscripts
which are accepted for publication will
be the contents of a special publication
to be issued to mark the 200th Birthday
of Cape Breton Island as a Colony organ-
ized with its capitol at Sydney in 1785.

The deadline for the manuscipts is
January 1985. It is anticipated that
the booklet will be available for sale
in the late spring and will be one of
the offerings, from Inverness County to

‘the Atlantic Canada Institute which

will meet at the Coast Guard College in
the summer. Manuscripts should be
typed, and contain bibliographies and
footnotes where appropriate. |Illustrat-
ions are most welcome.

Please send manuscripts to:

Jim St. Clair
Recreation Office

We also hope that this publication

Wrestling Coach Wanted

for 1985 Municipal Island Games Team
(Inverness County)

Assistance will be provided for:

-~ travel
- coordination of tryout camps
- training

Interested or experienced persons
should contact:

Inverness County Recreation Dept.
P. 0. Box 179
Port Hood, N,S.

Phone : .787-227L

Jackrabbit Ski League

On Saturday, December 15,1984, a
Jackrabbit Ski League Leader course
will be held in the Halifax-Dartmouth
area from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

This clinic is open to all inter-
‘ested parents, youth leaders, scout/
girl guide leaders and teachers inter-
ested in learning how to teach children
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programs administered by Nordic Ski
Wlova Scotia,write, NSNS, P.O. Box 3010
South, Halifax, N.S. B3J 3G6 or phone
Tke Whitehead, Development Co-ordinator
at Sport Nova Scotia: 425-5450.

Christmas Contest

This Christmas, the Scotia SUN, in
co-operation with Eastern Counties_Reg-
ional Library, is sponsoring a Christmas
story contest for children ages 6-12.

We want contestants to write and
to send us a short Christmas story or
poem (less than 500 words,please) . It
can be about anything having to do with
Christmas--my most memorable Christmas,
what Christmas means to me, Christmases
past and future--anything you want to
write about Christmas.

Some of your stories will be pub-'
lished in the Christmas edition of the
SUN (Dec.26) and there will be prizes
for the best stories in each age cate-

gory.
The .age categories are:
Category 1..... Ages 6 and 7
Category 2..... Ages 8-10

Category 3.....Ages 11-12

Send you storieé, with your name,
address and telephone number to:

Christmas Story Contest
Scotia Sun

P.0O. Box 599
Port Hawkesbury, N.S. BOE 2VO
Deadline for entries is Wednesday,
December 12, 1984.
If you need further information,
contact Ann Sherrington at 625-1900.
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