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1982 A Year of Change 

would like to,first of all,wish 
everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year. 

In looking over the past years 
activities I feel satisfied with the 
work of the department particularly. 
because of the necessity for government 
restraint. It has been a year of high 
inflation and' high unemployment yet 
volunteer ism has flourished. People 
feel the need to become involved; they 
see the benefits derived from increased 
recreational and educational activities. 
People see that recreational and educa­ 
tional programs not only provide for 
social contact but also act as a safety 
value· for the emotional and physical 
problems caused by inflation and un 
employment. 

I Certainly the programs offered by 
the Recreation Department are only a 
s.,mall pe·rcentage of the opportunities. the District School Board and the Dept. 
available to our citizens. , l.f you look of Continuing Education. I would like THIS ISSUE: 
at your own community you can easily to thank public publicly, Mr. Alex Doyle 
I ist such community sponsored programs as Superintendent of Schools and his staff RECREATION CLASSES 
bingo, minor hockey, figure skating, for the tremendous support, encourage- 
dances, school concerts, bazaar and church ment,and advice so readily given. To DRAMA LEAGUE WORKSHOP 
sponsored activities. The list could go be able to draw from the resources of 
on and on but it is readily seen that these departments should allow, for HERITAGE and TOURISM 
people not only see the need but demand' better coordination and more efficient 
the opportunity to become involved and use of existing financial and personnel THE MARGAREE BARD 
participate. 

. If you look at the school program- 
ming opportunities.,youwill see that such 
programs have increased 150% over last 
year, This is not only the result of 
the above but also the tremendous effort 
exhibited by our Program Coordinator 
Donna MacDonell and the School Super­ 
visors. If you have been reading 
Partici-Paper over the last few months 
you are already familiar with the 
changes in the administration of School 
Programs. Such changes are resolved in 
a very close working relationship 
between the Recreation Department . ' 

,. 
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RECREATION WORKSHOP SUCCESSFUL 
On Saturday, November 20, the 

Inverness County Recreation Department 
experienced a first. At the Port Hood 
School, a small group of people gath­ 
ered and met for the first time. For 
many it was actually the first time 
coming face to face with others who 
perform the same job as they do. The 

group consisted of Program Supervisors 
from nine communities of the county. 

Once acquaintances were made, the 
day was opened with a presentation by 
John Cotton, Recreation Directer . . 
concerning the present structure of 
programming, including the extent to 
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resources. 
The satisfaction of peoples' program 

needs is utmost in our minds yet it is 
a very formidable task. However, 
through cooperation and understanding 
as is being exhibited in the above,we 
have a very good chance of reaching 
our program objectives. 

Your comments,ideas and construc 
tive criticism are greatly appreciated. 

A further explanation of the 
Recreation Department's 1982 operations 
will be discussed in the next month's 

'edition. of Partici-Paper. 
John Cotton. 

RECREATION DIRECTOR 

BOOK REVIEW-MY GR8NDFATHER1S CAPE 
BRETON 



EDITOR'S NOTE 

Partici-paper has come to the end 
of another year of publication, and all 
in al 1, it seems to have been a successful 
year. We, in the Recreation Department, 
are hopeful that we have kept our 
readership informed as to what is going 
on in recreation and culture in this 
area. Besides being informative, this 
newsletter also hopes to stimulate 
awareness in these fields and to in­ 
spire people to get involved as wel I 
in various projects of a recreational 
or cultural nature. 

Inverness County is a unique place. 
As editor, I am always challenged by 
the people I meet and by the enthusiasm 
I encounter in this area. Recreation 
and culture are two things which are 
alive and wel 1 in this county thanks 
to the dedication of residents here. 
Whether it be a cribbage tournament, 
the formation of a theatre group, or 
cross-country ski club, or simply the 
success of a class in cake decorating, 
we hope that Partici-paper has done 
its part in promoting these activities. 

Not least of our efforts is our 
attempt to salute the volunteers who 
untiringly contribute their time and 
energy to m king \a/Or thwh Ile things 
happen. Without their zeal, most of 
the events occurring in recreation and 
culture would never happen, and much 
of what you read in Partici-paper 
would never be read. . 

Many thanks, therefore, go out 
to our readers for your input in this 
office and for, your, support for this 
pub\ icati_olil. · · . . . · . ~ . 

We wish 
and the. best 
New Year. 

other Program Supervisors proved very 
pleasing. As most of us learn, the 
job always seems just a bit easier when 
you know you ace not doing it alone. 

The Recreation Department looks 
forward' to bringing our Program 
Supervisors togethe.r again· in the 
futu.re. 

..,. 
You a very happy Christmas 
of everything in the 

Lifesavers ! 
The Royal Life Saving· Soc i'ety - 

Nova Scotia Branch wi 11. be holding ·an 
Examiner 11 Certification/Recertifica­ 
tiqn Clinic.at th'e Halifax YMCA Pool, 
1565 South Park .Street; on Sunday, 
December 19, 1982, from 9:00 A.M. to 
4:00 P.M., and will cost $5.00. 

Application forms are available 
from the Nova Scotia Branch Off ice, • 
P.0. Box 301.0 South, 5516 Spring Garden 
Road, Hal ifax,N.S., B3J 3G6, or the 
local pools. The deadline for receipt 
of appl ications is Wednesday, 
December 8,1982. 

CONTACT PERSONS: Marilyn Harrison 
425-5450 - Mike Tremblay 469-8804. ' . . 

Workshop (cont'd l 
which Continuing Education has been 
developed for the county. 

Present at the workshop was our 
former Recreation Committee Chairperson 
and Councillor, Anne Marie Macinnis. 
Fol lowing Mr. Cotton's introduction, 
he presented her with a plaque on 
behalf of the Recreation Department- and 
the Municipality for her years of 
dedicated service, and in particular 
for her special interest in the 
Recreation Department. 

A workshop of small group dis­ 
cuss ions filled the agenda for the 
remainder of the day. Upon completion 
of a discussion topic,each small group 
gave- a report on ideas generated. 

It was felt by the Recreation 
Department that due to the rapid growth 
of programming in the county, it was 
becoming necessary to receive input on 
decision-making from outside the 
boundaries of the office. The Program 
Supervisor, 1 iving and Working in the 
community, is in direct contact and, in 
most cases, is very familiar with the 
needs and interests pf the people in 
his community. 

Topics chosen for discussion were 
of a very basic nature, but of import­ 
ance to effective programming. 

At the end of the workshop, the 
general feeling received from the group 
was one of satisfaction. Not only" were 
the supervisors ·given 'the opportunity 
to discuss- topics of relevance to, . 
programming ·but the opportunity to meet 

Anne. MaJUe. Ma.c.InnM tte.c.uve.1:, pla.que.. 

Donna MacDonel l 
Program Coordinator 

BASKETBALL. 
Reg is trat ion for any adult divi­ 

sion team, male or female, with Basket­ 
ball Nova Scotia must be received by 
the Provincial Registrar postmarked on 
or before December 15th .. 

. Any .. individual may at anytime 
register with Basketball Nova Scotia 
and receive all rights and privileges. 

If you require more information 
or registration forms, contact: 
Registrar, Basketball Nova Scotia, 
P.O. Box 3010 South,Halifax,N.S. 
B3J 3G6·or Frank Baldwin1s at same 
address. 

(Fragment of a recording made of Archie 
Dan an'd Fforence Maclellari·of Broad · 
Cove, Inverness County courtesy of 
John Shaw.) 

"Shoi&sch onnag a na Rghvean 
Lean ad mav .:thlulU!l. gu clU.e.M 
Fhuav iad 'nam ac&ais {hn e. . 
'S Ju.nn iad uinhe.ac.hd dha gu la1t. 
Tho.J.Ag iad 01t i6 1W1.Jt i6 mu.Jt. 
Thaivg ad aoadfagus c&ii dha 
"S b6 I e .:tUll.u.6 an aigh dha' n tlulU!l. .oin 
Ti.ghnn a .6 hea£..e.;ta;.n.n o.J.A mo ttu.n-.6 a." 

These verses were sent to us from 
a visitor in ~his area a few months 
ago. This is the way one visitor to 
the County wanted to express his thanks. 

PORT HOOO 

The. b1te.ezv., :that .oMM IJOWl. · wa;te.M 
W..Uh 91tac.e M 1.imoo:th. M wine 
wm .li.ve W-U:h,ln my memory 
Eng_1tave.d w..Uh,ln my m,i,nd • 

The. .6 ea that cvesses gow shoes 
The sky that engulfs yow horizon 
(lcth each stting on Wing 
04 the sun' 

(:J..Uh a..U.. :the pe.op.e.e I've. me,t 
06 a..U.. :tho.&e tha,t I've known 
YoWl. pe.ople. aJte mo.o.:t 6JL.i..e.nde.y 
T1tea.ting a..U.. o:the.M a.6 :thcu:tt own 

My thanks to God 601t giving me. 
·The. c.hanc.e. :t.o know yoUJt home. 
And in case I eve etwu agan 
At &east yow beauty I have hnown 

A Visicton {om ndson,N.S. 
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"pA star slione dn the Kings 
and faithfully all three followed it; 
They found him in mi own arms 
and they bowed down before him. 
They offered him gold and myrrh and 
a palace, 
They worshipped and -adored him. 
O,blessed the journey of those three 
Who . came to see my be 1 oved." 

- translated by Effie Rankin 

3,,920ltaia 4922hath,g, 
39huibh)! 4& 
Bho Chomunn Gaidhlig 's Eachdraidh Mhabu 

CULTURE ANV RE CREAT T ON 1JE(l}S LETT-ER 
Municipal Depavctent: o { 
Receation, Tnweuess Cont.y 
Second Cass egistation 
numbe 5012 

Ed.UoJc:: Ca.thvun.e. Ma.c.Vonald 
Typ.u:t: Be.tty Campbell. 
PJuYLte.d by: Sc.o:tio. (IJe.b 
S,'>.11d (l,f,t P(Yl.;(:)_cJ..-PapVt 
cont&butions to: 
Ca;th eJtht i. ,: la.c.Vo nald 
Genexa& De&iveu,' 
Pot Hood 

OIL 
Contact: 
Inveuess Couty Receation 
Depactment, Cout House 
Pot Hood,M.S. " 
787-2273 
Submissions to Jchn Cotton Bettu Campbe pJr. 

NEXT DEADLINE: JAN. 5 



Setting the Stage and Breaking a Leg 
The Interscholastic Drama League of 

Inverness County has had a very success­ 
fu J season so far. In early November, 
Alistair MacLeod1s ''Lost Salt Gift of 
Blood" toured three schools in the area 
and was performed before larger than 
average crowds. Following the last 
county performance in Mabou, three of 
the cast members of "Lost Salt Gift of 
Blood' held a drama workshop at the 
Mabou school. Over 155 students and 
teachers from 7 different schools 
attended to learn something about stage­ 
craft, script analysis and acting. 

The Drama League is into its second 
year, and after its successful play 
festival- held last April, it hopes to 
involve more high schools in theatre 
productions. It is looking forward to 
seeing more schools performing short 
plays in the 1983 drama festival to be 
held once again in Mabou. 

Those who attended the drama work­ 
shop in Mabou on November 15 were 
divided into three basic groups. Stage 
manager Gary Vermeir of the Mulgrave 
Road Co-op Theatre discussed the set 
used for "Lost Salt Gift of Blood" · 
which was still set up in the school gym Gavg Veueiv o{ Mughave Road explains sage set {ox "Lost Sat Gift 

f 01 B0ood." · from the performance the night be ore. n ~ 
Mr. Vermeir discussed the possibilities main set), he explained to a very related some amusing ·stories about 
of creating sets on a very limited attentive group of students that "The actors forgetting their lines on stage, 
budget and emphasized that the two Lost Salt Gift of Blood" production used and what it means to express emotion 
basic ingredients for theatre are a a stylized set without props so that it intensely while at the same time not 
space and people. Because Mulgrave could serve as the background for all losing control of your acting. Students 
Road tours with its production and often the stories without the cast having to responded with questions concerning 
performs in school auditoriums, its sets resort to a lot of scene changes. ways of learning lines and what to do 
are usually lightweight, simple and Robbie O'Neill, who played several. if something goes wrong on stage.--­ 
versatile. Limited finances force the characters in L.$.6.B., discussed the Since the Mulgrave Road production 
company to devise ways of being inven- development of a script in theatre. was so we! l attended this fal I, the 
tive with sets arid yet without spending Mulgrave Road is unique in that it per- Drama League has high hopes that a 
great sums of money. Lighting systems forms its own' material, and usually tlie genuine interest in. the theatre has 
can be standard flood lamps with ord- resulting script is· a co-operative been sparked in this county. 
inary household switches, and very often effort based on the input of the cast Break a leg! 
items can be borrowed from the Nova members. He explained i'n detail how 
Scotia Drama League which' lends material Alistair Macleod's stories took shape in 
t te the tre gr Ups Mr Verme·,r· ·dramat~zation for the stage, and why the 0 

ama ur a 
O 

• • - eritag·e in this county. After this t. · t' th t e er hi h s hool cast· chose to perform the. stories as 
was op im,s IC .. a s V Y g c they'did. · · · ' · ·· filrn,·a traditional milling frolic was 
could put on a stage production - no hel'd which was sponsored by the North 
matter how 1 imited its resources were. John Dartt, another actor with 

h f l. h Mulgrave Road, discussed acting with the Shore Gaelic singers; spinning was 
After he demonstrated t e use o igl ts demonstrated by Mrs. Aucoin of the South 

d h f th · ( ze J'k students, and how important it is to 
an t e use O e scrim a gau. - 1 e Haven Weavers, and Mr. Barrie Fraser 
"n""" """""""""""" homos care l7, 

with his fiddle music. For the Federa­ 
tion members from other parts of the 
province, it was a warm Cape Breton 
welcome. 

On Saturday at the Baddeck High 
School, the Conference continued. 
Various guest speakers from t'lite Tourist 
Industry Association of Nova Scotia, 
from several museums, and heritage 
societies presented some of the problems 
that face historical-societies in the 
province. ltr is estimated th: 'er 
50% of the t 
museums an ro­ 
v i nce. No :he 
oldest set 
attracts m -t 
of its her· 
Tour ism ur 
more aware 
it recomme 
i ng. Sin 
and histo 
County, i 
group, they cou 
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Heritage Groups Potential. Tourism 
A number of Inverness County 

historical and heritage societies part­ 
icipated in the annual conference spon­ 
sored by the Federation of Nova Scotian 
Heritage in Baddeck this past month. 
The annual conference, which has been 
an event for the past seven years, was 
held for the first time outside Hal i fax. 
Since over one-third of all heritage and 
historical societies are now found on 
the island, a regional office has been 
established for Cape Breton at Baddeck, 
and Norma MacKay, regional represent a 
tive, was the co-ordinator for this 
year's conference. Many of these his­ 
tori ca I associations are found here in 
Inverness County where a growing number 
of people are becoming interested in 
the heritage to be seen on his part of 
the 'is 1 and. 

Mr. James St. Clair of Mabou, now 
the President of the Federation of 
Nova Scotian Heritage,as co-cha i rman 

Draw 
,,. 

of the Conference, along with Don 
Blackwood, executive director of the 
Cape Breton Tourist Association, The 
main theme of the conference was her­ 
i tage and tourism. 

The conference began with an 
evening at the Bell Museum where open­ 
ing speaker, the Honourable Fisher 
Hudson, Minister of Culture,Recreation 
and Fitness introduced the theme. 
Participants then saw the Devco film 
"Song of Seasons,'' a beautifully lyrical 
production about the sheep industry in 
Cape Bretdn. Though it was done as a 
pr.emotional film at the time of Devco's 
introduction of sheep from Scotland, it 
reflected the conference theme of at­ 
tracting tourism through heritage. Most 
of it.was shot in and around the Mabou 
and Margaree areas, and as we follow 
the sheep through the cycle of seasons, 
we hear and see the unique blend of 
traditional ways of life that are our 
3 


