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Archie Neil sat comfort- PQ~“
ably in his living room chair, W
looking much younger than his 'O
73 years, and he spoke with
the vigor of a young man. D
His voice, well-beloved through- X
out Cape Breton, had the clarity ‘
and subtle intonations of a LS
natural storyteller who could }QA
laugh at folly, even his own .
He smoked a cigarette for a . ?
thoughtful moment, looking /'
through the window at the :{"
wintry landscape. Memories ) &
welled to the surface, and they 30
were full of the humor that was &
his trademark. '
"I saw my first Santa Claus\g’ :
in 1912. Up to then | was a Y
believer. After that, | faked
it. Just in case | was wrong, ORS
you know. I think | was five. j 5.6
'"When | was ten | went to L‘:
my first midnight mass, and ‘
thiaitsewa's SEnetli9iE7 . L Tio: meis it (&40,
was a great drama, sort of the AN
focal point of the whole ;
Christmas season. It was
terribly cold, but no one X
seemed to mind it, and my \'j
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mother and father packed six
of us kids, (there were nine
children in the family), on the ;
woodsled. The horse had been ‘;
well fed earlier and was decked ‘{ﬁ‘
out with her strap of bells, that '.Q;

was a must. - ¢
We went to the East f’

Margaree Church, a Catholic q ¢
Church, dressed in our very 'ﬂf
best like everybody else. When i
we got there, | could tell that <
some of the younger men were a )
little high and had flasks of U
""cheer'" hidden on them. | was ¢ ”
excited, hoping there might be & -
a battle right there outside in':
the church. | knew there were
old grudges among them, but | R %)
also knew that there might be a A
new grudge invented on the spur X%
of the moment, you know, just 11»
for the fun of a donnybrook. :
Too bad, but there wasn't.

"When we got inside, the
church was full, and there were
a lot of Protestants there too,
because they had a good Christian

Continued, page 7
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%HIGH Hores oN CHRISTMAS EVE:%

By Thomas Nast,
‘Harper's Weekly, December 30, 1876



Following is a schedule
of the Recreational pro-
grams to be offered in the
county in the New Year. In
most areas specific pro-
grams have been set up.
The remaining areas are
open for programming.
you are interested in a
program please contact the
person listed in your area
before the date shown for
that particular program.

In the remaining areas
please contact the liaison
person: St. Joseph Du Moine:
Joe Delaney,22L4-2664,
Whycocomagh: Elspeth Kinney,
756-2941. Belle Cote:

Gloria LeBlanc,235-2348.
Orangedale: (Community
School) Betsy Jardine,

I f

756-2140. Pleasant Bay:
Donald MacGregor, 224-2358.
If you wish (o inquire
about starting a program
nol offered in your area
please contact the Recrca-
tion Department or Francene

Gillis at 787-3344. Only
the programs with enough
interest will begin.

~ RECREATION PROGRAMS Jan.-Mareh 81

RAM NIGHT TIME REGISTRATJON
PLACE & CONTACT| PROG e T ETLTACTE
Margaree Forks [ Step Dance Thurs.Jan-13 6:30-8:30 15.00/Ten wks.
Willie Chisholm| Piping Tues. Jan. :30_9.30 10.00/7en wks.
248-2737 Bals ke thallll [E Tuesyauantsls3 7/ 8 : oli5.00/Ten wks.
: Violin Regilskanti387e 30RO Rk
111 7:00-9:00 10:00/Ten wks.
Inverness Volleyball| Sun. Jan. :00_9‘00 15.00/Ten wkKs.
Eddy MacEachern| Handcrafts| Mon. Jan.12 7: : e
.00-9:00[15.00/Ten
258-2124 Fitness Mon. & Thu:§-7- :
Jan. 12 &
- .00=-9 - .00/Ten wks.
Anna Lee Beaton| Basketball| Wed. Jan. 14 7:00-9:00 15 : g
258-2870 :
Fabou FiEmess o | pupsetenail ol 57 OBl MR /SR e
John M. Rankin [ Badminton Thurs.Jan.15| 7:00- :OO IS.OO/Ten e
945-2889 Knitting Thurs.Jan.15{ 7:00-9" 15.00/Ten wks .
Port Hood NerobilclDancel Friliani0|R6-100=7EE0 25.00/8 werts
Bea MacDonald Knitting Mon. Jan.26 |7:00-9:00(15.00/Ten ”ks'
787-3329 Gym(adults) Mon. Jan.26 | 7:00-9:00 10.00/Ten wks.
Judique Aerobic Dance Wed.Jan.28! 6:30-8:00 25200/8 eets
Rita Warner Sewing Thurs.Jan.22|7:30-9:30 15.00/Ten wks.
787-2779 Step Dance| Tues. Jan.20{7:30-8:3010.007/Ten wks.
Ages 14-19 . :
Teresa Maclnnis| Step Dance| Tues. Jan.20|8:30-9:30(10.03/Ten wks.
Adult '
787-2475 Art(Senior| Mon. Jan.19 [ 10-12:00 |20.00/Ten wks.
C. Unit)
Knit & Thurs.Jan.22(7:30-9:30 |15.00/Ten wks.
Crochet(craft) L J
Creignish Knitting Mon. Jan. 5 |7:30-9:30(15.00/Ten wks .
Geri MacDonald
625-1942
|
Port Hastings Fitness Tues.Jan.20 |7:30-9:00 |15.00/Ten wks. |
Yvonne Fox Knitting Mon.Jan.19 7:30-9:00 (15.00/Ten wks. \
625-2556 Darts (men| Wed.Jan.21 7:00-9:00 {Community Club
and boys) l
STendale Card Play Sun. Jan.11 |7:30-9:00 [2.00/Night-Hall}
Joan MacDonald | Card Play Fr. Jan. 16 |8:00-9:30 |2.00/Night- ‘
625-0526 (45) Parish i
iChetlicamp Gym Wednesday 7:30-9:30 [User oay '
David Poiricr Yoga Tuesday 8-10:0¢C 15.00/Ten/wks !
Knitting Monday 7:30-9:30 (S User Pay
I )
i
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Director’s Desk

The Christmas Season
should be a time of family get-
togethers ,a time for singinag,
daﬁcing and general merriment.
It should be -a time for sharing
and caring with a thorouah
sense of love and appreciation.
for our fellow man.

On behalf of our Partici-
Paper editor, Mary Anne Ducharme,
our program coordinator,
Francene Gillis, Secretary
Betty Campbell and our Recrea-
tion Committee members, Ann
Marie Maclnnis, Alex Angus Mac
Donald, Jerome Gillis, Villiam
Carrol, Eddie MacDonald, and
Nelson Ingraham, | want to
extend to you a very Merry
Christmas and a joyous and
Happy New Year. May the
essence of Christian love be
ever present during the festive
season and throughout the vyear.

John Cotton

Next Deadline: .MZIMMBV 16
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Danny Gillis (left)
Highland Society.

Joe MacDonald,

in a photo taken
With him are other officers of the group:

and Mary MacDonald.

in 1978 when he was
C.J. Maclellan, J.K.

Photo by Buckley's Studio.

president of the Antigonish

MacDonald,

ANTIGONISH HIGHLAND SOCIETY HONORS DANNY GILLIS

The Antigonish Highland
Society is reputed to be the
oldest organization of jts
kind in Canada. Although
continuous and recorded history
only goes back to 1861, it was
first formed in 1836 by Lieut-
Colonel Roderick MacDonald,
son of Captain John MacDonald,
laird of Glenaladale, who with
many of his Highland tenantry
emigrated to Prince Edward
Island in 1772. The society
was formed to assist the
Scottish emigrants and to
perpetuate the Gealic language
and traditional custems of
the Gaels,

At its anncal §t. Andrews
Day banquet held on November
29th at the Claymore Hote] in
Antigonish, the society
presented Danny Gillis, a
resident of Port Hood, with
its highest award, 1ife
membership in the society.

In making the presentation
the Chief of the Clans, Wllena
Maclnnis Penny read the plaque’s
inscription and AHS citation,
which lauded the outstanding

its

contribution Danny had made to
the Society.

A native of Glencoe,

Danny enlisted in the armed
forces shortly after the out-
break of world war 11 and
served overseas for four years
with the Cape Breton Highlanders
as a signaller and piper. £
‘Following the end of hostilities,
he was employed for five years
with the Toronto Transportation
Commission. Returning to

Cape Breton in 1951, he has
since that time been employed
by the Nova Scotia Power
Corporation, as a power plant
operator ‘in Port Hood until
1957 and since then as a
stores supervisor for the
counties of Antigonish and
Guysboro. However, a recurr-
ing war injury forced him to
retire this year and he took

up residence in Port Hood.

Soon after taking up
residence in Antigonish, Danny
became involved in many aspects
of community life. He was
nominated to the Board of
Directors of the Antigonish

Highland Society in 1958 and
served in that capacity until
the present time. - He served
as Chairman of all committees
within the Society and took a
special interest in cultural
activities. He served as
President and Chief of the
Clans of the Society and
General Chairman of the High-~
land Games. He was Presented
with a community service award
by the Antigonish School of
step-dancing in 1980 for nine
vears of dedicated work with
the group. He was also Presented
with an award by the Antigonish
Scottish Violin class for_his
active support. He was instru-
mental in organizing a Gaklic
instruction class in 1965 which
now has three classes with
some 35 students taking instruc-
tions. He also served as a
piper in the society pipe tand.
In additiorn te his activities
with the Highland Society
Danny was deeply involved in the
Royal Canadian Legion. He had
been an executive member of
Arras Branch #59 for the past
continued, next page






