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will 

shchie Joi 
Archie Neil sat comfort­ 

ably in his living room chair 
look inq much younger than his' 
73 years, and he spoke with 
the vigor of a young man. 
His voice, well-beloved through­ 
out Cape Breton, had the clarity 
and subtle intonations of a 
natural storyteller who could 
laugh at folly, even his own. 
He smoked a cigarette for a 
thoughtful moment, looking 
through the window at the 
wintry landscape. Memories 
welled to the surface, and they 
were ful I of the humor that was 
his trademark . 

.''I saw my first Santa Claus 
in 1912. Up to then I was a 
believer. After that, I faked 
it. Just 
you know. 

in case I was wrong, 
I think I was five. 

111.4hen I was ten I went to 
my first midnight mass, and 
that was in 1917. To me it 
was a great drama, sort of the 
focal point of the whole 
Christmas season. It was 
terribly cold, but no one 
seemed to mind it, and my 
mother and father packed six 
of us kids, (there were nine 
children in the family), on the 
woods led. The horse had been 
well fed earlier and was decked 
o u t wit h h e r s t r a p o f be 1 Is, t ha t 
was a must. 

We went to the East 
Margaree Church, a Catholic 
Church, dressed in our very 
best 1 ike everybody else. When 
we got there, I could tell that 
some of ·the younger men were a 
I ittle high and had flasks of 
"cheer" hidden on them. I was 
excited, hoping there might be 
a battle right there outside 
the church. I knew there were 
old grudges among them, but I 
also knew that there might be a 
new grudge invented on the spur 
of the moment, you know, just 
for the fun of a donnybrook. 
Too bad, but there wasn't. 

'When we got inside, tile 
church was ful I, and there were 
a lot of Protestants there too, 
because they had a good Christian 
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4{ Mc Hoss oN Cuss Eve3> 
By Thomas Nast, 

'Harper's Weekly, December 30, 1876 



·INVERNESS 

COUNTY 

Following is a schedule 
of the Recreational pro­ 
grams to be offered in the 
county in the New Year. In 
most areas specific pro­ 
grams have been set up. 
The remaining areas are 
open for programming. If 
you are interested in a 
program please contact the 
person listed ln your area 
before the date shown for 
that particular program. 
In the remaining areas 
please contact the liaison 
person: St. Joseph Du Moine: 
Joe Delaney,224-2664. · 
Whycocomagh: Elspeth Kinney, 
756-2941. Bel le Cote: 
Gloria Le8lanc,2JS-2348. 
Orangedale: (Community 
School) Betsy Jardine, 
756-2140. Pleasant Bay: 
Donald MacGregor, 224-2358. 

If you wish to inquire 
about start inq a program 
1111I offered in your i'lrea 
please contact the Recrea> 
1 ion D l' p a r t men t o r F r a n c e n c' 
Gillis at 787-3344. Only 
the programs with enough 
interest will begin. 

BECBEATION PROSBAMS Jan.-Mart:h 'Bl 
PLACE & CONTACT PROGRAM NIGHT TIME REGISTRATION 

,. F 

Margaree Forks Step Dance Thurs.Jan'.8 6:30-8:30 T5.00/Ten wks. 

Willie Chisholm Piping Tues. Jan.13 6:30-8:30 15.00/Ten wks. 

248-2737 Basketba 11 Tues. Jan.13 7:30-9:30 10.00/Ten wk-s. 

. Vi o 1 in Regis.Jan.13 7:30-9:30 15.00/7en wks. 

Inverness Volleyball Sun. Jan. 11 7:00-9:00 10:00/Ten wks. 

Eddy MacEachern Handcrafts Mon. Jan.12 7 :00-9:00 15.00/Ten wks. 

258-2124 Fi .t ne s s Mon. & Thurs .7:00-9:00 15.00/Ten wks. 

Jail. 1 2 & 1 3 
Anna Lee Beaton Basketbal 1 Wed. Jan. 1 4 7:00-9:00 15.00/Ten wks. 

258-2870 
Jg % 

- 
Mabou Fitness Thurs.Jan.15 B:00-9:00 15.00/Ten wks. 

John M. Rankin Badminton Thurs.Jan.15 7:00-8:00 10.00/Ten wks . 

945-2889 Knitting Thurs.Jan.15 7:00-9:00 15.00/Ten wks . 
15.00/Ten wks. 

I 
,,. 

I 
Port Hood Aerobic Dance Fr i . J a n . J 0 6:00-7:;0 2 5 . 0 0 I 8 ·vie" I":; I 
Bea MacDonald Knitting Mon. Jan.26 7 :00-9:00 15.00/Ten wkes. 

787-3329 Gym(adults) Mon. Jan.26 7:00-9:00 10.00/Ten wk s. 

Judique Aerobic Dance Wed.Jan.28 6:30-8:00 ;25.00/8 .ecs II 

Rita Warner Sewing Thurs.Jan.22 7 : 3 0 - 9 : 3 o [1 5.00 / T.e n viks . I 

787-2779 Step Dance Tues. Jan.20 7:30-8:30 10.00/Ten .,., ks . 

Ages 1l4-19 
Teresa Macinnis Step Dance Tues. Jan.20 8:30-9:30 10.00/Ten wks. 

Adult \ 

787-2475 Art(Senior Mon. Jan.19 10-12:00 20.00/Ten wks. I 

C. Unit) I 
Knit & Thurs.Jan.22 7 :30-9:30 15.00/Ten wk s . 
Crochet(craft) 

! - j 
Creignish Kn i t t i n g Mon. Jan. 5 7:30-9:30 ·15.00/Ten wks. 
Geri MacDonald I 625-1942 o 

Port Hastings 
I 

Fitness Tues.Jan.20 7:30-9:00 [!E-00/Teo wks . 
. , 

Yvonne Fox Kn i tt i ng Mon.Jan.19 7:30-9:00 15.00/Ten \ 625-2556 
wks. 

Darts (men Wed.Jan.21 7:00-9:00 Community Clut> 
and boys) I 

i5Tenda le Card Play Sun. JaP.11 7 :30 .. 9 : 0 0 
2 . . - I 

.00/Night-Hal II 
~MacDonald Ca rd. Play F.r. Jan. 1 6 8:00-9:30 2.00/Night- . 

5 2 6 (45) I Pnrish 
I 

iChe ti camp Gym Wednesday 7:30-9:30 User (,v;<l p,,; ,-; cc I 
oay I 

j Yoga Tuesday _8-10:0C 1 5 . 0 0 / T e n / 1•J k s I 
{Kr i t t i n g Monday 7:30-9:30 s User Pay 
, ' ·--- 

Directors Uesi 

.Wgpq, 

The Christmas Season 
should be a time of fa'!lily qet­ 
togethers,a time for singinq, 
dancing and general merriment. 
It should be a time for shar inq 
and caring with a thorough 
sense of love and appreciation: 
for our fellow man. 

On behalf of our Partici­ 
Paper editor, Mary Anne Ducharme, 
our program coordinator, 
Francene Gillis, Secretary 
Betty Campbell and our Recrea­ 
tion Committee members, Ann 
Marie Macinnis, Alex Angus Mac 
Donald, Jerome Gillis, \.'illiam· 
Carrol, Eddie MacDonald and 
Nelson Ingraham, I want' to 
extend to you a very Merry 
Christmas and a joyous and 
Happy New Year. May the 
essence of Christian love be 
ever present during the festive 
season and throughout the vear. 
John Cotton 

.Next .Deadline: JANUARY 16 
2 
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D a n n y Gi I 1 i s ( 1 e f t ) i n a p ho t o t a k e n in 1 9 7 8 whe n h e w as p re s i d ent O f t he A n ti : h 
Highland Society. With him are other officers of the group: C.J. Maclellan, J.K. Ha:~~~=ld 
Joe MacDonald, and Mary MacDonald. Photo by Buckley's Studio. ' 

ANTlliDNISH H/liHlANB SOCIETY HOIIRS -BAIINY BllllS. 
The Antigonish Highland 

Society is reputed to be the 
oldest organization of its 
kind in Canada. Although its 
continuous and recorded history 
only goes back to 1861, it was 
first formed in 1836 by Lieut­ 
Colonel Roderick MacDonald 
son of Captain John MacDonald 
laird of Glenaladale, who with 
many of his Highland tenantry 
emigrated to Prince Edward 
Island in 1772. The society 
was formed to assist the 
Scottish emigrants and to 
perpetuate the Gealic language 
and traditional custcms of 
the Gaels. 

At its annual St. Andrews 
Day banquet held on November 
29th at the Claymore Hotel in 
Ant igonish, the society 
presented Danny Gillis 

'd • a resi ent of Port Hood, with 
its highest award, life 
membership in the society. 

In making the presentation 
the Chief of the Clans "ll 
M I • • " ena tac nnis Penny read the plaque's 
1nscr1pt1on and AHS citation 
which lauded the outstanding' 

contribution Danny had made to 
the Society. 

A native of Glencqe, 
Danny-enl1sted in the armed 
forces shortly after the out­ 
break of world war TT and 
served overseas forfour years 
with the Cape Breton Highlanders 

as a signaller and piper. 
Following the end of hostilities, 
he was employed for five years 
with the Toronto Transportation 
Commission. Returning to 
Cape Breton in 1951, he has 
since that time been employed 
by the Nova Scotia Power 
Corporation, as a power plant 
operator in Port Hood until 
1957 and s I nee then as a 
stores supervisor for the 
counties of Antigonish and 
Guysboro. However a recurr-· . ' Ing war injury forced him to 
retire this year and he took 
up residence in Port Hood. 

. Soon after taking up 
res idence in Ant igoni sh Danny 
became : 1 d ' invo ve in many aspects 
of community life. He was 
nominated to the Board of 
Directors of the Anti 7 3 9on+s 

Highland Society in 1958 and 
served in that capacity until 
the present time. He served 
as Chairman of all committees 
within the Society and took a 
special interest in cultural 
activities. He served as 
President and Chief of the 
Clans of the Society and 
General Chairman of the High­ 
land Games. He was presented 
with a community service award 
by the Antigonish School of 
step-dancing in 1980 for nine 
years of-dedicated work with 
the group. He was al so presented 
with an award by the Antigonish 
Scottish Violin class for.his 
active support, He was instru­ 
mental in organizing a Galic 
instruction class in 1965 which 
now has three classes with 
some 35 students taking instruc­ 
tions. He also served as a 
piper in the society pipe cand. 

In addition tr. his activities 
with the Highland Society 
Danny was deeply involved in the 
Royal Canadian Legion. He had 
been an executive member of 
Arras Branch #59 for the past 

continued, next page 



Danny Gillis 

2 2 ye a rs , s er ving as i ts Pres i dent,-----~---------------------:-:::-:--:-.:----------, for two terms, secretary for 

; "., letters to the Editor instrumental in organizing the • 
first Antigonish Legion senior 
pipe band in which he served as 
Pipe-Sergeant. He assisted in 
organizing the first Antigonish 
Legion School of piping and the 
Antigonish Legion Junior Pipe 
Band of which he· was co-manager. 
This band won the maritime 
pipe band championship on six 
occasions, the North American 
Championship twice, the Inter­ 
national Championship twice 
the Intercontinental Champion­ 
ship twice and placed 3rd in 
the Grade 2 world championship 
1n Haw1ck, Scotland in 1976. 
He accompanied the band on all 
its travels throughout Canada 
the U.S.A. and Scotland. He ' 
was awarded a certificate of 
merit by the Royal Canadian 
Legion and a community service 
award by St. F.X. University 
in 1976 for his dedicated work 
with the band. 

He became a member of St 
Peters Council #2298, KOC in . 
Port Hood in 1954, transferred 
to St. Ninians Council #1105, 
Antigonish in 1958 H : l," · e Is a 
th degree member and has held 

practically al] offices with· 
the council and was awarded ,' 
certificate of merit by the 
Council at its annual banquet 
held in June· 1980. 

He was vice president of 
the Board of Directors of the 
Bergengren Credit Union for 
three years. He was a member 
of the Antigonish chamber of 
commerce. He has been a member 
of the 3rd order (secular) of 
St. Augustine of Monastary for 
the past 18 years. he has just 
completed a three year term with 
St. Ninians Parish Council and 
he is a member of the Cape 
Breton Highlands association 
and the Cape Breton Gaelic 
Society. 

Danny was married to Annie 
Laurie Beaton of Port Hood, a 
graduate of Truro Teachers College 
"'ho passed away in 1962. He has 
eight children who have also 
taken a strong interest in this 
Highland heritage. Phyllis is 
an accomplished highland dancer, 
Danny and Jerry were pipers 
with the Antigonish Legion 
Pipe Band and have won numerous 
individual piping awards. Gordon 
was a piper with the clanranold 
pipe band and Mary is a very 
talented step dancer, now a 
~alued member of the teaching 
staff of the Antigonish School 
of step d_ancing. 

In her presentation Mrs. 
Penny stated that the community 
had lost an exemplary citizen 
that the town and county owed' 
Danny a deep debt of gratitude 
for untiring and dedicated 
efforts on their behalf and th 

b . e su stantial contribution he 
nade in making Antigonish a bet te 
place to live in and wished hi» ' 
3 long and enjoyable retirement 
in Port Hood. ,=J 
} Mrs. Peter MacPhail,River Denys-··.· .., 

4.'4, 

Dear Editor: 

May I complement you on 
the vigor found in the Partici­ 
Paper. Your editing and your 
choice of material is creating 
a· P u b 1 i c a t i o n t h a t i s c o m i n g 
to be essential to the residents 
on Inverness County. 

Your article on the Gaelic 
Program in the schools of 
Inverness County was particularly 
interesting. For it seems to 
be that you have opened the 
Partici-Paper to a new area -­ 
that of raising issues of 
interest to many people in the 
County-- issues that are at 
least slightly controversial. 
And I ,for one,am grateful to you. 

For some time,· it has 
been apparent to me that the 
use of Gaelic in Inverness 
County wi 11 continue to dee I i.ne 
so long as people of the County 
do nr.i>t realize the uniqueness 
of the opportunity to present 
to the wo r I d a cu I tura I at tr i - 
bute of great distinction. The 
failure of the program to 
catch fire in the schools and 
in adult education must be James St. Clair, Vice-President 
assigned to the people of the Mabou Gaelic and Historical 

Soceity 

«w«ew«aw«ewe«we 5if «w«w«aw«w«w«aw«w«wW 
Partici-Paper-Fans - wouldn t be-.in the situation 

· it is in today. 
It's nice to see interested Congratulations, John, 

readers trying to help out for and keep up the good work! 
the continuation of Partici- As for the editor, it must 
Paper by contributing articles. be sort of discouraging-to see 
This source of information is that so many more could be 
for all our residen.ts of s·eri,-1ing in.articles. These 
Inverness County regarding articles can cover lots of 
particiract)on. activities going on in every 

On the first page of the community, be it sports, 
monthly publication there's card ~ames, meetings, a dance 
always this stamp of "Recrea- social, 4 H club,etc. 
tion Inverness County" and Thelnverness County 
right below that is Recreation organization is 
"Director's Desk." divided into thirteen districts 

Well, your Director, or areas to make it easier to 
John Cotton, is giving it all have contacts in every community 
he's got in order to get across So! What do you say, Folks? 
to t he readers w ha t's av a i I a b I e How ab Ou t II P i t ch i ng- i n II w i t h 
to us all in the line of news of your area in order to 
recreation. help the Editor, Mary Ducharme? 

What more can one man do· Good Work,Mary ! 
in order to wake-up the In closing, I would like 
Population so that they may to see more French and G l · • 1 • ae r c 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e o p po r t- a r tic e s I n t h i s 1 i t t 1 e p a p er. 
unities that are available to We want to preserve our 
them? We have in Nova Scotia culture and heritage d h · + an 
many Directors appointed to eres one way of showing that 
carry out the same task of we care! 
getting things rolling in every And now, for the season's 
county of the province. John greetings, I would 1 ·1· . r,e to wrsh 
Cotton, in my book, rates among a Merry Christmas and a H 
the best that we have employed New Year to al 1 1 appy emp oyees and 
in this field. His interest, readers of Partici-P 
efforts, devotion, and dedication 'et's make 1981 s y,'°,9 
makes a success of this movement, awakening for the , continued 

If all our politicians success of this very w th 
ro r k e d as ha rd as' John i s pr o J ect ! or y 
doing in helping out every 
community, the whole of Canada 

d not care enough 
county who_ oto vitalize it. 
about Gaelic County has many 

Inverness 
d scenic marvels; 

cultural an h shortsightedness 
but due to ti€,r the popula 
of the majority o, 
tion Gaelic will die. It 
does not matter,it seems to me, 
from what background a person 
comes--each of us should be 

d f the.....Gaelic her1t~tge 
prou O • 
in language, song and musrc. 
But our pride in Inverness 
County is not strong-­ 
at least is not strong enough 
for al 1 of us to unite and 
promote Gaelic-- one of our 
most marvelous of inheritances. 

While the language may 
die, the memory wi l l remain 
for some time. I shall be 
proud to go down with the ship-­ 
bailing furiously to keep it 
afloat. But who elsc will 
bail to aid a moribund or 
nearly moribund language? 
The fiddlers? The singers? 
The piano players? The new 
residents? More than I ip­ 
service is needed. 

An I n t ere st e d Sen i or C i t .. 
and Reader J D . 1 zen oe elaney 


