


FrRoOM THE DIRECTOR’S DESK

RECREATION & CONTINUING EDUCATION
PROGRAMS:

There is a great line-up of programs being offered this
Fall through our community and school programmers.
Looking for a new hobby or fitness program, cooking
ideas or something for the kids? Be sure to check out
course details in this issue. REGISTRATION WEEK IS
SEPTEMBER 17,

If there ate any courses you would like to see offered in
your community, or if you would like to instruct 2
course, please contact your local programmer or the
Recreation Office at 787-3508.

DEADLINE FOR WINTER/SPRING EVENTS
BROCHURE:

A reminder for County groups and organization - we are
now collecting information to be included in our annual
Winter/Spring events brochure. This brochure will
promote activities between December 2001 and June
2002. ‘'THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF THIS
INFORMATION IS NO LATER THAN MONDAY,
NOVEMBER 5, 2001.

ATTENTION COACHES - NATIONAL COACHING

CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS: :
Level 1 and Level 2 NCCP courses will be offered this
fall in Inverness County. See page 20 for more
information. For more information on future NCCP
clinics in the Cape Breton Region, or any region
throughout the Province, you can contact the Inverness
County Recreation Department at 787-3507.

CELTIC COLOURS INTERNATIONAL MUSIC

FESTIVAL:

October 5% may seem a long way off, but tickets for
Celtic Colours are going fast. If you’re planning to
attend any of the concerts, ceilidhs or workshops you
have to act now. For more information visit the website
at www.celtic-colours.com or call 1-902-562-6700 or, toll
free at: 1-877-285-2321.

WEEKLY RADIO REPORT:

Every Thursday afternoon our Department airs a
Recreation Report on 1015 The Hawk and CFJX radio
stations. If you or your organization have any upcoming
events (non-profit) you would like promoted, please
contact us by telephone: 787-3507, Fax: 787-3110, email:
recreation@invernessco.com or regular mail: PO Box
179 Port Hood, NS BOE 1P0. Or, drop in and see us at
375 Main Street in Port Hood. Information should be
into the office by Wednesday at 3:30pm.

WEBSITE & EMAIL ADDRESSES FOR THE COUNTY:

Websites: www.invemessmunicipality.com and
WWW.INVEMEesSCo.Com.
Email: recreation@invermnessco.co

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE

PARTICIPAPER IS OCTOBER 19, 2001
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PUBLICATIONS:

1. Allan James Gillis (of Ottawa) and Margaret Ann
(Gillies) Gillis, have prepared a well-researched and
illustrated genealogy of the Gillis Family of River
Denys Road (and surrounding area). The Gaelic title
is Siol na Fear Fearail (Breed of Manly Men). Copies
can be ordered by writing to Cyril MacDonald,
Judique, Nova Scotia, BOE 1P0. The cost is $20.

2. John Maclsaac of Deepdale has published a well
illustrated account of the descendants of John Alex
and Mary Bane (MacDonald) of the Broad Cove
Banks-Sight Point area for a family gathering. It
contains much background information on the
Kennedys, both heze and in Scotland.

WORK IN PROGRESS ,

Eugene Quigley of Glenville and Brookfield is
working on the descendants of Allan "the shoemaker"
MacLean and his wife, Margaret (MacLeod) Maclean,
of MacLean Point, North Lake Ainslie. The materal is
very accurately prepared with identification of sources.

There were fourteen children in the family,
therefore, there are many connections with other
families in the area. The following is the first paragraph
of the manuscript - the remainder may be consulted at
the NS Highland Village or by contacting Eugene ot
the editor. Additions are very welcome.

Ay compiled by Engene Quigley, August 8, 2001:

Allan "The Shoemaker" MacLean born 1786, Isle of
Rum, Scotland, married Margaret MacLeod born 1816,
South Ulist (died March 16, 1879, North Lake Ainslie,
Inv. Co.) Allan died Jan 19 1879, North Lake Ainslie
and was buried at St. John's Cemetery, Strathlome.
Probably the son of Lauchlin MacLean, brother to
Roderick MacLean of Invemess (f) According to
MacDougall (1922), Allan came with his uncle, Hector
MacLean, and bought a farm from John MacKinnon at
North Point. Before coming to Nova Scotia, Allan
maintained a small retail business in Glasgow, Scotland.
His uncle, Hector, was a bachelor.¢

Eugene Quigley is suggesting a close connection
between Allan and the MacLeans of Broad Cove and

Strathlome. Has anybody fusther information?
[ Eugene's material is prepared in the standard and very

ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND
YOUR INVERNESS COUNTY ROOTS
TeETEEEEEEEEEe

By: Dr. Jim St Clair

effective system of naumbers and letters and is thus a
fine model of presentation of genealogical material.

SOURCES FOR INFORMATION:

A very fruitful source for information about
residents of Invemess County in the 1820s - through
1860's, is the collection known as the MacKeen Papers.
They are housed at the Beaton Institute at the
Univessity College of Cape Breton.

The names of hundreds of early residents, their
locations, their purchases, and in some cases their
purchases and method of payment, may be seen.

Often MacKeen (2 Mabou merchant with branch
stores at Broad Cove and Whycocomagh) notes the
name of relatives or an occupation as a way of
identification.

A finding aid has been prepared by the staff at the
Beaton. While the spellings are often inaccurate in this
document, it is nevertheless a great help in sorting
through the hundreds of items.

The following are just a few entries from the many
to be found there:

1. 7 May 1826 - Labor contract appointing
MacKeen Commissioner of roads; contract of 130
pounds to repair certain named roads

2. 10 May 1832 - Letter from Rev. Alex MacDonnell
of Judique expressing concem about Cape Breton
being propetly represented in the legislatuze and
the division of the island into counties. The
distribution of local power too confined to well-
populated areas like Sydney.

3. 16 Jan. 1833 - Letter to MacKeen from W.
Mullins of Ship Harbour (Post Hawkesbury)
concerning the sale of cod fish and a personal note
of MacKeen's health.

4. 22Jan. 1833 - From George Smith of Halifax
conceming the salvage of two shipwrecks.

5. 4 March 1833 - from John Peabody to MacKeen.
Peabody in Antigonish, wiites about the formation
in Inverness County of a Temperance Society -
Peabody offers assistance.

6. 20 May 1833 - from W. C. Delaney of Arsichat.
Statement of monies owing to Delaney for the
settling of the estate of the late Wm. Moctimer of
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Mabou. (Editor's notr. Mortimer was a noted
blacksmith).

20 December 1836 - Correspondence from 1.G.
Archibald of N. Sydney regarding a resolution
calling for Cape Breton's independence from Nova
Scotia.

11 May 1836 - Note from Wm. Ayre, teacher in
Mabou, requesting seeds for planting. And, in
June 0£1836, a letter from Wm. Ayre discussing
building of a new school in Hillsborough.

6 July 1836 - Letter, from M. McKinlay of
Macgaree, states that he cannot pay bill at present
time as, due to a lack f funds, school has not paid
his salary.

31 July 1836 - Personal letter from W. Hindle of
Margaree Harbour, discussing local events and
matters of health.

24 September 1836 - Request from James Turpin
of Montreal, a publisher of maps for geographical
and topographical information on Inverness
County, for use of tables for inclusion in Tuspin's
maps. :

14 May 1839 - From Robert Hill of Broad Cove -

* (Editor’s note: Hill managed a branch store for

MacKeen, near Broad Cove Chapel) - Hill states
he is collecting payments, but it has been difficult
as the men are mostly out fishing - he needs a
barrel of nails and tar and "corday" for the store.
12 February 1839 - Correspondence from
MacKenzie, a surveyor, regarding the building of a
railroad - discussion still on drawing board.

5 May 1840 - Letter from Kenneth MacLeod of
Halifax, regarding a change in the postal service.

1 April 1821 - Letter from Charles MacNeil of
Cape Mabou, authorizing the bearer of the letter to
accept the delivery of an order assumed to have
been placed at MacKeen's store (at Mouth of
Mabou Harbour).

1830 - Letter from Joseph Chiasson(sic) of
Cheticamp, regarding an order placed by George
Smith.

12 June 1833 - Letter from John McLeod of River
Inhabitants, regarding the dry goods market in
Halifax and request for payment of MacKeen
account.

4 July 1833 - Letter from Henry Taylor of
Margaree Harbour, conceming Taylot's account
with MacKeen.

3 February 1834 - Letter from Angus McLellan of
Lake Ainslie, requesting bearer to be paid money
and charged to McLellan's account.

Note: For the serious researcher into family and local
history, the MacKeen papers are a treasure trove not
often consulted.

QUERY;
1. Does anyone have information about Alexander

20. 12 April 1836 - Note from John McLean of Broad

Cove Banks, requesting shoes be sent to him from
MacKeen's store.

Maclean, a blacksmith who lived in
Whycocomagh in the 1840s, but was buded in
Christmas Island? Is he the same Alexander
Maclean who is on record as applying for land in
Antigonish County and identified himself as a
native of the Island of Barra?

Is anbody researching the MacColl family of the
West Bay area? In 1841, Duncan MacColl wrote
a will in which he mentions his wife Catherine, his
daughter Isabel and his sons John Hector, Allan,
Hugh, Archibald and Dougald. Whom did these
children marry? Who was Duncan's wife? What
connection was there, if any, between these
MacColls and the Walsh/Welsh Family of
Melville, Port Hawkesbury road? Where are the
MacColls buried?

Information is sought about the Searle and Miller
families who worked in both the Port Hood and
Mabou mines in the early 1900s and then moved
on to Stellarton.

Information about the MacQuarrier Family of
Ulva, South Uist and Ainslie Glen, is sought by
descendants in Boston.

TEACHERS:
Early teachers are listed on the inventory of the
estate of Andrew MacDonald of Judique, who died in .}

indefatigable and persevering. In. poverty, they leay

“beneficial to the mother country, while their natur:

| Settlements in Upper Canmla,'a/zc{ tbe.kilfmed_sm_,t__e,s )
America (London: 1820). o

- “Of all British emigrants, the Scotch are the most

their native home; yet'seldom retumn tf it without a
handsome competency. Their patient dilligence, and’
submission in the pursuit of riches, together with the
general knowledge and good sense, render them hig

partiality for their ancent soil, secures their ‘steady
attachment and adherence to the British governm
Extract from: The Emigrant’s Gitide to the British.




g 1843. The number of people listed as owing his estate
.money is over six hundred, and includes people from
Prince Edward Island, the Gut of Canso, River Denys,
Mabou, Whycocomagh and many places neater to

Judique. The following teachers are listed as among the
debtors:

James McDonald of Port Hood

John MacDougall (no address)

George Reid (no address)

G. B. Watson, Port Hood

Archibald I. MacPherson, (no address)

Matthew McLaughlin, River Dennis Road.

Aeneas McDonald, River Dennis

Robert Dallas, River Dennis

. John Mclnnis, Gut of Canso.

10. Malcolm McKinnon (no address)

Several of these people are well known as eady
teachers, Dallas and James McDonald and McLaughlin
for example; but others are not on other lists of ealy
teachers. More early teachers in Inverness County
include:

1. Allan MacDonald, an immigrant from North Uist,

who taught in 1831 in Whycocomagh - as did his

son, James Edward, and his grandsons, Donald

"Kelly" MacDonald and James Niven MacDonald.

Malcolm MacLellan who taught in a number of

places.

3. William MacQuarrie who taught in Brook Village
and Hillsborough.

4. Thomas Burke who taught at Lake Ainslie and in
Mabou.

5. Benjamin Etter who was teaching in Margaree by
1833.

6. William Ayre, a very noted teacher, who in
the 1830's and 40's taught in Broad Cove,
Port Hood, Judique, Margaree and
Hillsborough - where he constructed a
school with an observatory so that students
could leamn astronomy and navigation by
the stars.

7. ]John Boyd and Colin Chisholm at
Margaree Forks.

8. John McKay and Charles McMillan were
instructors at East Lake in 1847 in a two-
room school.

9. Abbg Gabriel Champion in Chéticamp,
established a school in 1814 with Jean

- Catret Jean Catret among early teachess.
10. Daniel O'Connor in Southeast Mabou.
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Hawkesbury and elsewhere.
13. Lewis Tremaine in Judique as early as 1824.
14. Archibald Maclsaac in Judique in 1834, with
Donald McEachem the next year.
15. Daniel Anderson in many places including Broad
Cove, Intervale (Strathlorne) in 1849.
16. Donald McEacher and John McLean at Mabou
Harbour in 1831 and 1834 respectively.
17. James Cameron and John MacIellan at Southwest
Margaree in 1830s
In 1826, a Grand Jury declared that school districts
should be created and a school board was established
with the Hononourable Willizm McKeen as the
presiding chair. School districts were then created with
geographical boundares, many of which remained in
effect until very recent years. The document containing
the designation of those districts is found within
William MacKeen's papers deposited at the Beaton
Institute at University College of Cape Breton.

Many documents relating to the
establishment of schools; the names of the
teachers; the courses taught; and the names
of the pupils, may be found in the Public
Archives of Nova Scotia in Halifax, in a
collection entitled “Schoo/ Papers, Inverness
County”.

11. Hugh McPhee and Robert Bull in Port
:’ Hood as early as 1834.

1956 picture of Senior members of MacLean Church in Stewardale, on the
occasion of the church’s ceatenary. The church bumed to the ground in 1960.







