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Can Partici-Paper Survive??? 
This has been a question that has 
been circulating around our 
office for the past two weeks. 
. We. ha v e f o u n d o u t onl y 
recently'that with the increase 

in postal rates the immediate 
survival of our newspaper could · 
be in jeopardy. We have been 
discussing a number of alternatives 
but none could possible replace our 
present service. It has- been 
suggested that we include adver­ 
tising and/or a subscription rate. 
However, it has been our policy 
not to create any unnecessary 
competition between ourselves and 
the other newspapers published 
within our area (i.e. Oran, 
Reporter & The Sun). We also 
feel that Partici-Paper is a 
governmental service paid for by 
you the tax payers of our municip 
ality and a subscription- rate 
would be unwarranted. 

We feel strongly that 
Part_ici-Paper is providing a 
valuable service to the residents 
of Inverness County. It is a 
newspaper that is dedicated 
towards the cultural aspects of 
our lives which sometimes are 
taken. for granted by all of us. 

I f y Ou WO u l d 1 i k e to see 
Partici-Paper continued or have 
some suggestions as to circulation 
alternatives please drop us a 
note. 

It is now more than ever that 
we need your support. Otherwise 
a newspaper that was born out of 
the expressed needs of the 
participants in our Sport and 
Cultural Conferences of 1979 may 
die because of a lack of concern. 
I look forward to hearing from 
you. John Cotton 

IN THE SADDLE 
Young ides: Ke&&y Mackie(lants Co.) Teva Stiling, 
(Fnedecton N.B.) and Patnicia Little (Pont Hood), exec&se 
thei hoses n pactice ng at Cegnsh. Al thee, ghand­ 
daughtes 0{ M. 6 Ms. "Tige" Mackie o{ Ceignish,competed in a 
hose show and jumping contest at L'Ados. 

The Nova Scotia Equestrian 
Federation this summer will be 
sponsoring a 'Travelling Riding 
Camp.' Two instructors, Margo 
ten Brink(Windsor) and Valerie 
Milo(Lawrencetown) have been 
hired to run this year's program. 
Al though this is a pilot project 
year for the program, a consider 
able amount of .interest has been 
shown for the program. 

The program runs for a five­ 
day week with lectures, discussion 
and practical application on the 
basics of riding (english/western), 
horse care and stable management. 
The Instructors will be travel l­ 
ing with a wealth of knowledge 
and expertise to areas where such 
information and instruction is 
not readily available. 

The schedule for the Camps 
and the contact people are: 
August 9th-l3th-Sydney Mines - 
Gloria Clifford. 
August 16th-20th - New Ross ­ 
Bret Sutherland 
August 23rd-27th - Margaree 
Valley - Anne Morrell 

The camps are open to al 1 
individuals, young and old. For 
more information, contact the 
Camp Host in your area. 

This program is jointly 
funded by the Nova Scotia 

Department of Development and 
the Provincial Employment Program 

A travelling riding camp 
sponsored by the Nova Scotia 
Equestrian Federation and hosted 
by the Margaree Riding Club will 
be held on August 23rd to the 
27th. The camp will take place 
at the riding ring on the grounds 
of the N.E. Margaree Recreation 
Association. It is open to all 
ages and all skill levels with the 
emphasis being on the basics of 
riding and horse care. Riders 
must supply their own horses and 
there will be a fee of $20.00 
per student for the whole week. 
For more information or registra 
tion forms contact: Anne Morrell 
Margaree Valley 248-2466. 
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EDI TOR'S NOTE 
p a Ii tic i ,- paper h a s bee n fa Ced 

w i th h i g h er mail in g CO S t S , a n d i t 
is conceivable that we may have 
to consider alternate means of 
cl i s tr i b u ti o n in t h e ve r y n ear 
'future. Partici-paper, is a 
nonprofit, non-commercial enter­ 
prise, provided as a service from 
county tax payer's funds. It is 
a paper Belonging to the residents 
of Inverness County, carrying 
information on the recreational 
and cultural events in this part 
of Cape Breton. It is a vehicle 
we hope, that meets the needs of 
those who are involved in 
recreational and cultural 
organizations and activities, but 
b eca u s e of i ncre a s e d ma i 1 i ng co s t s 
and budgetary restraints, this 
p a p er ma y f i n d i t di ff i c ult to 
survive. 

tory, we would 1 ike to hear 
directly from you at 787-2274, 
or if you have any suggestions 
as to how this problem may be 
solved, please call us. 

We hope that Partici-Paper 
makes for enjoyable reading and 
that it provides you with the 
information you need to make 
your· leisure time, worthwhile 
time. 

Youth Hostels 
If you're looking for an 

inexpensive way to travel, you 
may find hostels the answer. A 
hostel provides simple over­ 
night accomodations for everyone; 

The Canadian Hosteling, 
Association has over 60 hostels 
and a membership of over 30,000. 
Membership is a passport at 
reduced rates to over 4500 
hostels in 50 countries, to 
recreational programs organized 
by CHA, and to a 10% discount at 
ho s t e 1 s t ores 1 ( i n N Ova S c o t .i a, 
the T r a i I Shop , 6260 Q u i n po o 1 
Road, Halifax,N.S. 423-8736.). 

Membership fees are: 
Hostel overnight rates a.re 

$3.50 for members and $5.00 for 
non-members. At some hostels, 
guests are asked to perform 
some maintenance duties. 

Hostel rules: no alcohol, 
illegal drugs or weapons. 
Lights out at midnight, smoking 
in the common area only. 

Local hostels·include: .. 
-Whidden's Tent & Trailer Court, 
11 Hawthorne St., Antigonish. 

We, in the Recreation 
Department, are thinking of· 
distributing the paper through 
d e s igna t e d p e o p l e i n t h e va r i ou s 
communities of the county, by 
making the paper available at 
specific outlets in each area. 
What is. being considered is that 
the paper be made available at 
school, or at various stores in 
the community, which would mean 
that residents of the county 
would have to pick up the paper 
(one per household) on their own. 
We realize that this may create 
some inconvenience, especially 
for older residents on rural 
routes who/may not be able to get 
into these outlets as often as 
they would like, and would there­ 
fore not receive their copy of the~-------------------+ 
paper. Our aim,of course, is to 
reach every household with this 
newsletter, because it is your 
paper, paid for by you, as a 
service of the Recreation 
Department, but s'ihce our funding 
is limited and the distribution 
costs increasing, we may have to 
try an initially more difficult 
means of distribution. This will 
re q u i re feed b a c k f r om you, the 
reader, and your co-operation. 

Since we will not consider 
advertizing, (to defray the 
increased costs and thus compete 

"with commercial papers like the 
Oran), nor charging a subscrip 
tion rate for delivery (we are 
too smal 1 an operation for that), 
we must rely on your support. 

· If we choose this alternate 
method of distribution, it may 
mean that some residents of the 
County, may miss their issues of 
the paper in the beginning, but 
that after some of the wrinkles 
have been ironed out of the 
system, we would hope· that the 
paper wi 11 reach the maximum 
number of homes. 

In September, we are con 
sidering doing this· on a trial 
basis. School children may bring 
issues of the paper home, or 
residents may pick up a copy 
(one per household) at stores, 
%F perhaps in churches. If 
this method proves unsatisfac­ 

Showers 25¢, common room, 
kitchen· faci 1 ities. 
-Baddeck Hostel on the K.0.A. 
Campgrounds, cooking and 
laundry facil i_ties. Showers 50¢. 
Grocery nearby. . 
-Point Cross Hostel h4 miles 
south of Ch&ticamp = common room, 
shower & kitchen, breakfast 
provided. Group suppers on 

-request.' , . ) 
-Cape North Hoste 1 (Sunrise Manor 
3 km west of Cape North Village. 
Kitchen and camping facilities 
available. 

$ 9.00 
15.00 
30.00 
25.00 
90.0 0 

Beaver Baseball Tournament 
ages 11-13, August l 

St. Joseph Du Moine, Contact ­ 
Maurice Chiasson - 224-2713 

Volleyball Camp - August 2-6 
Margaree Forks School 

$30.00 per person. Minimum of 
10 people needed. Contact: 
Angele LeFor-t - _235-2507 

Chet icamp National Park 
any group interested in hiking 

in the park should contact 
Rooney at 224-3403 

Girls Softball Tournament ­ 
Au g u s t 12 - Marg a re e - a g e s 1 1 - 1 4, 
Contact: Angele LeFort 235-2507 

Letter to the Editor 

My classes and I were very 
pleased that Mrs. Sherr ington 
published some of our creative 
writing.'So often the English 
student is overlooked because 
his accomplishments may not seem 
as glamorous or appealing as the 
projects built in social studies, 
science, industrial arts. For 
once, they saw that someone, 
other than the English teacher 
appreciated their efforts. It 
has been a boost to motivation 
for writing. Thank you again. 

Sincerely, 
Barbara Downie and Gr. 7&8. 

Membershlp Fees: 
Junior - (under 18) 
Senior - (18 and over) 
Family . 
Leader - (group) 
Life membership 

A membershlD can be 
obtained from most hostels in 
N.S., by visiting the CHA office 
in the Trail Shop, or by writing 
to: 
C.H.A. Nova Scotia 
5516 Spring Garden Raad, 
Box 3010, 
Hali fax,N.S. 

L 

Shutter Bugs! 
If you take black and. 

white photographs in the 
Inverness County area, especially 
of communities and activities 
within communities, we would 
like to see them in Partici­ 
Paper. We are looking for 
historic photographs and 
any recent ones (black and white), 
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% Quite recently, the Societe 
Saint-Pierre of Ch&ticamp acq­ 
uired 18 woollen tapestries which 
are now hanging on the walls of 
Les Trois Pignons. These tap;s­ 
tries, some depicting religious 
scenes, but most of them, finely 
executed portraits of well known 
individuals are the work of 
Canada's finest hooked rug art­ 
is an, E l i z a be th Le F ort, f o rm er l y 
of Chiticamp and now of Margaree 
Harbour. To be skilled at port­ 
raiture is an accomplishment in 
itself, but to succeed at creat­ 
ing exact likenesses of people 
w-ith little pieces of hand- dyed 
wool is a feat which is truly 
remarkable. Elizabeth LeFort 
is truly talented. 

The Trois Pignons is now in 
the process of building an 
extension to the rear of the 
building to be used as an art 
gallery, and i particular to 
house the works of Mme. LeFort, 
many of which are four by five 
feet, and some much larger. One 
tapestry depicting the\Crucifix­ 
ion is nearly 10 feet high and 
the main floor is being cons­ 
tructed with a ten foot ceiling. 
It will be an impr-essive permpn­ 
ent display of the artistry of 
Mme. Le Fort's masterpieces ­ 
the ultimate height to which the 
native craft of: rug-hooking in 
Ch€ticamp can go. 

rug-hooking skill develops 

Rem a gen B r i dg e o v er t he Rh i n e in 
Wo r 1 d vi a r 11, to the f i rs t s Pace 
rockets launched towards the 
moon. It is a beautiful piece of 
work - the many hundreds of 
subtly-dyed yarns blending @af'/p 
together to give either the .%3%\f. 
i l l us i on of bat tle smoke , r I pp l I n g 
horse flanks, or the effects of 
a sunset-over the desert. It is 
realistic j every detail, and 
like most of Mme. LeFort's works, 
d o es n o t l o o k 1 i k e a h o o k e d ru g 
when viewed from a distance, but 

'like an oil·painting. 
-----··· ··------·----- 

famous portraits 

Elizabeth LeFort, descen_dant 
of a small group of Acadians who 
escaped the deportation at Grand 
Pr€ in 1755, and who found its 
way to Cape Breton, was origin 
ally from Pointe Cross outside 
Cheticamp. In 1954, she was 
working on some tapestries in 
volving some intricate designs 
with specifically dyed wools, 
.h she was noticed by Kenneth w en • 
Hansford of Toronto, who was in 
the process of setting up one of 
h's Paul Pix shops in Margaree. 
He was interested in selling the 
works of local artisans. 
Elizabeth's work impressed him 
greatly, and he could see her 
great potential. From what 
co u 1 d ju s t . h a v e b e e n a h o b b y , 
Elizabeth then began to develop 
hr skill to the point, where it 
Ss been in-zernationally 
recognized. 

. l.n the- late 1950's, she comp- 
leted a series of religious works 

d a portrait of Pope Pius X11; 
an · h Vt· the latter hangs in te a ican 
M seu m • · She . h a s d o n e p o r tr a I t s 
fu l l of the Amer ican Presidents, o a . : d 
ny of whom appear In an I ncre ­ 

",i% tapestry, 6 x 10 which 
d ·cts American history. Five ep, h . t 
background scenes s ow prominen 
events in U.S. history from .. 

1 . 1 days through the Civil Co onia • f h 
War, the American capture o t e 

In 1959, she completed a 
portrait of the Queen which she 
presented in person to Her 
Majesty at Sydney airport that 
Y e ar. La s t ye ar, t h e po r tra i t 
she did of Charles, the Prince of 
Wales was accepted by him and 
the Princess of Wales as a 
wed d i n g g i ft.• · ' I t i s a l a r g e 
portrait of him dressed in 
m i 1 i t ar y u n i f o rm, e v er y b r a s· s 
button aglow with shimmering 
light. A series of portraits, of 
U.S. astronauts, of Pope John 
X l 11 and Paul VT, a beaut i f u l 
one of the then first Lady 
Jacqueline Kennedy, of several 
Canadian Prime Ministers, includ­ 
ing Trudeau are just some of the 
works which she has completed 
over the past 30 years. Her 
Centennial Tapestry depicting 
the history of Canada, with the 
Prime Ministers super-imposed, 
is her· largest, and she has also 
done one called "Evangeline" 
depicitng the history of the 
Acadian people. · 

In order to complete a 
work, (the average 3x4' tapestry 
taking about 12 days at 6-8 
hours a day), Elizabeth LeFort 
first purchases fleece from local 
Margaree sheep farmers which she 
then. sends to Prince Edward 
Island for processing. Perhaps, 
the most difficult part of her 

Tapesthy o{ Jacqueline Kennedy 
(1960's) 
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work, as, she quietly admits at 
her home overlooking Margaree 
Harbour, is the preparation.of 
the woo 1 , for the • tapest r y · Whe r:i . 
the 4-ounce, cream·coloured 
skeins are returned, they must 
be carefully hand dyed to suit 
the colour needs of her picture. 
she usually prepares a drawing 
from a colour photograph and 
them traces it- on the canvas. 
Though she fs presently semi 
retired from her work, she is 
currently workina on a portrait 
of an Indian Sikh-for which she 
has already dyed 58 colours for 
the face alone. For the 
Canadian Centennial tapestry, 
she used 416 colours-al l spec­ 
ifically dyed to suit her needs. 
Mme . Le For. t. 1 j k,e s. Ca p e B re ton . 
w O o l · t h.e b e st, an d f i n d s ·tha t i t · 
has wonder f u 1 qua l i t i es, thou g h 
to achieve the special white 
texture of Jacqueline Kennedy's 
gown in her portrait she used 
English angora wool. This is 
where her great skill as an artist 
comes in-when whe is meticulously 
choosing and mixing dyes for the 

'wool. In her portraits, the 
subtle gradation in skin tone: 
. by far her greatest accompl I sh- 
1 s . h ment. Large tapestries suc as 
the one showing the U.S. presid­ 
ents and the Centennial History 
one have taken up to two years 
to complete. 

The National Film Board of 
Canada has filmed her, and she 
h a s been rec o g n i ze d b Y t he ·u . S . 
White House where some of her 
portraits hang, and by the 
British Royal Family. Though 
Elizabeth and her husband, 
Kenneth-Hansford, live quietly 
in retirement in Margaree, both 
still doing some work on tapes- 
tries they can enjoy the , 

' · that t ey contentment of knowing 
have both worked to promote the 
f. t f Acadian rug-hooking, 

1 ne ar o f 
d in articular that o . . 

7'aeresk through their dedication. 


