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High school students from the Judique area are among the volunteers in the 
County who assist Christina MacEachern in a summer program for young people 
with special needs. They work one to one, focusing on the development of skills 
that were identified by teachers and parents. The program is sponsored by the 
Inverness County Recreation/Tourism Department, directed by John Cotton. (L 
to R) Seated: Amanda MacDougall, Lori MacDougall, Tara MacLellan. 
Standing: Program Coordinator, Christina MacEachern, Kristi Batherson, 
Joanne Graham, Margie MacDonald. 

Amanda MacDougall quietly encourages and supports Gordie 
Schurman who is working on skills he needs for reading. 

by Mary Anne Ducharme 

From outside, you hear young voices, music, laughter. Two youngsters toss 
a ball in the sunny dooryard. Inside bustles with activity: Cape Breton 
music playing on a tape machine; a lively dart game in progress; a young 
child practising motor coordination by snapping big plastic beads together; 
an absorbed pair of young people, one of them learning to read, the other 
patiently guiding. Here are young people teaching young people; all of them 
learning in one way or another. This day at the Kinsmen Hall in Judique 
is based on what Christina MacEachern learned at Acadia in a program 
called SMILE, for "sensory motor instructional leadership and experience." 
The twenty participants, with programs in Judique, Whycocomagh, 
Margaree, and Pleasant Bay are physically or mentally challenged in some 
way that makes one to one help essential to personal growth. Cheticamp has 
its own similar program in place. The "teachers" are for the most part high 
school students who volunteer time from their summer vacation to reach out 
to those who need them. The atmosphere is relaxed, casual, with "fun and 
games" an essential ingredient of the day. There might even be a little 
stepdancing practice! There is certainly no shortage of smiles all around. 

Christina MacEachern, a graduate of Acadia, was happy to see the 
program implemented this summer in Inverness County because she 
observed the program at the university and knows how much it means to the 
kids who need all the extra help they can get. Her goal is to become a 
physiotherapist and she has a special interest in youngsters· who have 
difficulty doing the things other children take for granted, like catching a 
ball, forming letters on paper, and perceiving shapes and colours. 

"The current idea in schools is to 'integrate' students with special needs 
into the general population," says Christina, "but we felt that the first year 
of the program should be focused on the special needs. Perhaps next year 
we can work on a more integrated program with children from the 
communities." 

The content of the program was determined by meetings with teachers and 
parents, and by consulting with the youngsters who had their own interests. 
One 20 year old is learning about traffic signs and wanted to study the 
driver's manual with the hope in mind that he will tie able to drive some day. 
Another young man needs help with math. Several have problems with eye­ 
hand coordination and a dart game is both fun and provides a chance to 
develop greater skill. 

At the end of the program, the resource teachers who work with these young 
people in the public schools are encouraged to view the progress sheets of 
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Un spectacle de 
variete 

Le Comite pour l'entretien de 
I'eglise Saint-Pierre de Cheticamp 
organise un spectacle de variete le 
dimanche 6 septembre. Tous les 
paroissiens sont invites a appuyer 
cette activite de prelevement de 
fonds. 

Radio-Cheticamp 
La Cooperative Radio­ 
Cheticamp desire aviser la 
population que sa campagne de 
recrutement de membres est 
tourjours en vigueur. Yous 
pouvez exprimer votre support 
envers le projet de la radio 
communautaire en achetant 
votre carte aupres de Radio­ 
Cheticamp au 224-1242 OU 
aupres des Caisses populaires de 
Cheticamp et de Saint-Joseph-du 
Moine. 

Radio-Cheticamp tient a 
remercier chaleureusement tous 
les benevoles qui ont collabore a 
la radiodiffusion de courte duree 
lors du Festival de l'Escaouette. 
Merci aux animateurs, aux 
r&alisatuers et aux techiciens. 

Recherches 
sur la gen@alogie 

Pour les gens inter.esses Ia 
genealogie, des benevoles aux Trois 
sont toujours la . avec leurs 
rechernhes sur Ia genealogie de nos 
ancetres acadiens. Pour obtenir un 
rendez-vous, communiquez avec le 
personnel de La Soci€t€ Saint­ 
Pierre au 224-2642. 

J eunes travailleurs 
La Cooperative des jeunes 
travailleurs de Cheticamp est 
toujours disponible pour faire 
divers travaux. Si vous desirez plus 
de renseignements, adressez-vous a 
R€jean LeFort au 224-2220. 

Arreter de fumer 
Un groupe de support pour les 
personnes qui desirent arreter de 
fumer a 6te mis su pieds a 
Cheticamp. Les reunions se 
deroulent chaquc mercredi soir a 
19h00 a T'hopital. Bienyenuc aux 
int&resses. 

Bien 
des remerciements 

La Societe Saint-Pierre desire 
remercier tous ceux et celles qui 
ont aide avec !'organization et le 
deroulement du Festival de 
I'Escaouette 1992. Votre 

_collaboration a 6t€ forte appreciee. 

Pare national 
On vous rappele que des concerts 
en plein air se deroulent chaque 
dimanche soir pendant I'6te a 
l'amphitheatre du Parc national a 
Cheticamp. Venez voir ca. C' a. 
commence a 8h00. 

Essene:sine 
KRecreation/' liur-isn 

is searching for 

rreae Court, 

'The Inverness County Recreation] Tourism Department is currently 
creating a talent listing of performers throughout the County. This 
information will be compiled and made available to businesses, 
organizatio1's and individuals interested in hiring talent for various 
activities throughout the year. If you have a talent and would like the 
opportunity to perform, we would like to hear from you. Please fill in 
the form below and return it to the Inverness County Recreation/ 
Tourism Department. 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

On vous invite a visiter la librairie 
des Amis du Plein Air situee au 
bureau d'information du Pare 
national. Cette librairie offre une 
vari&et& impressionnante de livres 
Sur la nature. ss,, ak g;-,-j; 

tit -#Aft 
EDITOR 

Mary Anne Ducharme 
R.R.#2 Whycocomagh 
Nova Scotia, BOE 3MO 
Telephone:945-2982 

We welcome articles 
photos, letters 

Published by the 
Inverness County 

Recreation/ Tourism 
Department 
Box 179, 

Municipal Building 
Port Hood, Nova Scotia 

BOE 2WO 
Telephone: 787-2274 

SUBSCRIPTIONS: 
Contact the Department 

Printed by 
The Plctou Advocate 

Name 

Address 

Telephone 

Fee: (if one is charged -- approx. amt.) 

Approximate length of performance 

Availability: (when will you be available 
throughout the year?-- weeks/ months) 

Years of experience: 

Please check one of the following: 

Age group 

18 and under 
19 and over 

Return this form to: 

TALENT 
Inverness Count R . P.0.Box 179 '' eereation /Tourism Dept. 
Port Hood, Nova Scotia 
BOE 2WO 



August 1992 Partici-Paper page three 

, 
,·. 

'• 
{i 
• . , 

I J I l F 

A student of UCCB, Kelly Walker is co,,, dinating a 
number of programs for the Department of Recreation 
and Tourism this summer and plans a career in 
Recreation. 

A number of recreation programs this summer for children as well as adults are being sponsored 
by the Department of Recreation and Tourism and coordinated by programmer Kelly Walker. 

Among the programs is Junior Olympics which introduces young people between the ages of 5 and 
14 to sport and educational activities, Olympic-style. J.O. events focus on participation fun and 
striving for excellence. While regulation equipment is not available for every sport, there are many 
creative adaptations that can be made to suit most any situation. There are plans for special 
ceremonies and other fanfare for the finish of the J.O. on Saturday, August 22 at Judique. At 
present, Kelly is searching for community-minded sponsors to help with refreshments for the event. 

So far Whycocomagh, Inverness, Belle Cote, Port Hastings, West Bay and West Bay Road and East 
and West Lake Ainslie are participating and providing community volunteers. "I hope to get as 
many communities involved as I can," says Kelly, "because this is a great introduction to sports and 
just like the real Olympics, the kids meet new people and form new frienships. We plan to. 
mtregrate children with special needs and select events suitable for them." 

Inverness County Ladies' Softball has gone well, with five games left on the schedule and playoffs 
and championships to be completed by late this month. "There has been high interest in ladies' 
softball, " says Kelly, " because there are a number of young women who loved sports and softball 
in highschool, but after graduation had no means of continuing this activity. This was their chance 
and they were glad to participate. Next year, I hope more communities will become involved. Today 
we realize that the need for physical fitness is just as great for women as men, but so far there is 
much less opportunity for participation." 

2ass'sowstosses snsnpansies anises»wswags l YOUNG PEOPLE TEACHING I 
[YOUNG PEOPLE LEARNING ] fwseesawed 
of each child. Mary Gillis of 
Judique is one of the resource 
teachers who comes to the sessions 
and participates in them. With her 
is her daughter Breon who is one 
of the children benefiting from the 
special individual attention. 

Christina emphasizes the 
importance of the volunteers for 
the program. "It is simple. 
Without volunteers, there would be 
no program. The people I have 
this year are wonderful, and I 
hope that next year I will have 
more of them." 

Margaret Hunt of Mabou has 
taken a personal interest in the 
program and has offered the use of 
her Mini-Golf course, along with 
free soft drinks for the children. 
On the last day of the program, 
Christina and Margaret hope that 
all the children in the program can 
attend the facility for a special 
outing. 

Another endeavour that Kelly has 
undertaken is the idea of a "Family 
Festival of Fun and Fitness." Many 
have expressed an interest and 
think it is a great idea. It is a last 
chance for families to get together 
before school starts and after the 
busy summer with festivals, visitors 
and vacations. Each community 
plans its own one day or multi-day 
event with the emphasis on fitness 
activities that involve both parents 
and kids. There can be a picnic 
with healthy "good eats," games, as 

_j', Yell as sporting and cultural 
Allg]' events. "I hope the idea catches -=-=~ ., on," says Kelly, "but time is short 

mm= llll all] '° plan before September, so those 
communities expressing an interest 
will need to start now." Cindy Brideau enjoys the friendship and attention of her volunteer teacher Tara 

MacLellan. 

Resource Teacher Mary Gillis thinks highly o J the summer program in which 
her daughter Breon gets to work on skills and have fun at the same time.: 

The Beach Volleyball plans were 
sabotaged by cold weather in July, 
but Port. Hood, Margaree Harbour 

~ and Inverness are planning events 
in late August. 

For further information contact 
Kelly Walker, 787-2274. 


