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Sny Boyd the Piper

by Mary Anne Duchame

Alexander Ross Boyd, better
known as Sandy Boyd, and
sometimes as "Mr. Bagpipes,”
spent a lot of time in various
homes in Inverness County as a
guest: at times a few days, a few
months, or as long as two years.
He was an itinerant by
temperament, and a piper by
vocation. Mostly lovable, but also
fiery-tempered and given to a
fondness for drink, it was not out
of character for him to leave his
current abode quite abruptly,
leaving behind a trail of belongings
in West Bay, Port Hood, Margaree,
and other places. In New Glasgow,
he left behind 'a wife and two
children. He could be charming
and delightful and he could be
difficult. But there were possessions
he never left behind: his bagpipes.
It is unclear how many sets he
owned. He is variously described as
having “Kintail” pipes,
"Henderson” pipes, and
"MacDougall” pipes. It would be
interesting to know if they still
exist in Cape Breton.

He was loved by many, despite the

eccentric quirks of his character. .

Bagpipes and pipe music were the
two ruling passions of his life, and
there is no dispute that he was an
excellent piper: "Sandy wasn't a
band piper,” said piper Norman
Warmner of him in 1987, "he was a
professional and I learned an awful
lot off him.” (from A Cape Breton
Ceilidh by Allister MacGillivray)
John Gibson, who has a scholarly
knowledge of the history of piping
and piping music, as well as
performing skill, describes Sandy as
a "masterly piper.”

His listeners soon learned that he
did not tolerate an inattentive
audience, but when he was at his
best, his music was so stirring,
emotional. and played with such
technical excellence, that there was
little danger of inattention. Judging
from references to him in published
life histories of pipers and fiddlers;
and from interviews with those who
have known him, his influence on
pipe music and fiddle music in
Inverness County appears to be
something worthy of further study.

"He had a
knowledge of the

deeply © rooted
history of

piping.” says Archie Neil Chisholm

of Margaree Forks, "and he knew
hundreds of tunes and their
variations, and there Wwere some
picked up by fiddlers. My brother
Angus, for instance, learmed a tune
called MacNab’s Hormpipe from
him, and he played it on the fiddle
at the 1948 Highland Games Under
the Stars. The tune was a sensation
because it was new to the fiddlers
and they loved it. Angus'’s playing
was influenced by pipe music. He
had a way of getting the birl sound
-- like a short ripple of notes.
They call them grace notes in
piping. There were few who could
better Sandy with fingering on the
pipes, or Angus with his cuts. They
had million dollar fingers.”

Fiddler Cameron Chisholm, speaks
of the great impression Sandy made

‘upon him when Sandy lived with

his parents Willie D. and Annie
Mae Chisholm. "I remember when
I was about four, he'd play in the
kitchen: walking back and forth.
He'd play a lament, a march, then
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Photo courtesy of the Port Hastings Museum

Sandy Boyd in Port Hastings at the 25th Anniversary of the

building of the Causeway. He /
marched across the Causeway t!:zaf 9(.15??@ the 100 pipers v.vho
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In this issue is an article that I
approached somewhat gingerly: the
one on Sandy Boyd. The source of
my relunctance to tackle the
subject was that I am emphatically
not a musician, and in no way an
expert on Scottish music history,
theory, sociology, or anything other
facet of Cape Breton music.
However, the Sandy Boyd story
fascinated me because I had read
so many allusions to him in the life
histories of pipers and fiddlers and
I discovered that quite a few
people remember him vividly.

My original intention with Sandy
Boyd was to compile enough
information for a "portrait” of a
piper who seemed to have
influenced so many people. But T
soon realized that what I would be
able to gather in a short time was
far from a portrait and was more
along the line of a thumbnail
sketch. After quite a few miles on
the car, and a number of
interviews, I knew that I would
have to print what I had, and
appeal to the readers to supply the
many gaps for a follow-up article
in a future issue. Please -- if upon
reading what I have collected about
him, you can supply additional
information, or more correct
information —- share this with me,
so I can pass it on to the readers.
Also, I would be happy to have
" access to more good photos of
him.

Many thanks to the following who
have been so kind and generous in
giving me information and in
suggesting other sources. These are
also among the people I have so
far consulted for another article on
which I am still working for the
September issue. The next issue
will focus, in part, on the CBC
program called The Vanishing Cape
Breton Fiddler, the famous
Glendale Concert of 1973, and a
few perceptions about the current
health of fiddling in Cape Breton.

John Gibson, Judique

Jim St. Clair, Mull River

Effie Rankin, Mabou

Joey Beaton, Mabou

Archie Neil Chisholm, Margaree
Forks

Cameron Chishom, Margaree Forks

History of
Church
still unfolding

The article regarding St.Joseph's
Church of Marble Mountain, in the
June issue of Partici-Paper, has
stimulated the sharing of
documentation by readers
regarding its early history, and a
first hand account of involvement
in its later history. As a result,
some of the questions that could
be asked in fully documenting this
interesting building have been
answered. Many thanks to these
individuals for making it possible to
collect and publish this
information.

Deeds of property
reveal former
ownership

Winnifred MacLachlan of West
Bay kindly sent documentation of
the registry of deed. She had
originally thought that the land was
donated to the church by her
husband's grandfather. However,
when she examined the records in
the Registry Office in Port Hood,
she discovered that part of the land
had been owned by Roderick and
Margaret McDonald, and part by
Alexander A. Campbell. The
property on which the church
stands, or nearby property, was
conveyed to The Roman Catholic
Episcopal Corporation of
Antigonish in three parcels.

1. "By Deed dated August 12th,
1905, recorded in Registry of Deed
at Port Hood, Inverness County, in
Book No. 19, page 414, on March
9th, 1907, Roderick McDonald, of
Marble Mountain, and Margaret
McDonald, his wife, conveyed to
the Roman Catholic Episcopal
Corporation of Antigonish as
follows:

All that lot of land situate at
Marble Mountain, Beginning at a
stake on the upper side of the
Main Post Road in the angle
formed by said road and the new
Mountain Road, on the Eastermn
side of the St. Matthew's
Presbyterian Church, and running
Eastwardly along upper side of said

Main Road . {details of
dimensions}.
This deed specified that the

property not be used as a
cemetery. The deed was witnessed
by Murdoch S. McPhie, Archy
MacMaster of Judique, and Donald
Macdonald, Justice of the Peace
for the County of Inverness.

There is no mention of purchase,
so it could be assumed the land
was donated.

2. By Deed date November 19th,
1906, recorded in Book No. 19, at
page 415, on March 9th, 1907,
Roderick MacDonald, of Marble
Mountain, and Margaret A.
McDonald, his wife, conveyed to
The Roman Catholic Episcopal
Corporation of Antigonish . . . .
{details of dimensions}.

The deed identifies Roderick
MacDonald as a farmer, and a
yeoman (a person who works his
own land), and states that the
property was sold for the sum of
$150.00.

3. By Deed dated September 23rd,
1912, recorded in Book No. 24,
page 604, on October 10th, 1912,
Alexander A. Campbell, Widower,
of Marble Mountain, conveyed to
The Roman Catholic Episcopal
Corporation of Antigonish . . . .
{details of dimensions} -- being
part of a tract of land granted to
Hugh Campbell.

Letter from

Rev. Joseph MacLean

describes events

~ surrounding
the restoration
of the church

Another piece of the history of this
church was provided by Rev.
Joseph MacLean, currently of Saint
Theresa's Church on North Street
in Halifax. He was personally
involved in the repair done to the
church. The following is an excerpt
from a letter from Rev. MacLean:

"I served as the Parish Priest of St.
Frances de Sales Church, Lower
River Inhabitants and as the
Administrator of St. Margaret's
Church, West Bay Road, from July
1988 until July 1990. Just previous
to my arrival, a letter of petition
from the residents of Marble
Mountain was sent to Bishop Colin
Campbell concerning the decaying
condition of the Church in Marble
Mountain. At the time there was
only one living Roman Catholic in
this community. (He has since
passed away.) It was unclear whose
geographical jurisdiction the
Marble Mountain church fell

under: that of West Bay Road or -

that of Glendale. Bishop Campbell
put the building under my

jurisdiction: West Bay Road and

River Denys. The Bishop asked
me to examine the property and
report back to him.

Bishop Campbell came to see the
building at my request and there
was no questioning the fact that
the church was in rapid decay. As
regards to what the futgre of the
building would be, the Bishop gave
me the authority and Fhe
responsibility to solve the question
of what to do with the church at

Marble Mountain.

Thus I began to examine the
avenues of what might be done
with the building: a) bulldoze it
down, b) put the property up for
sale, ¢) relocate the building, d)
donate it to the community or e)
repair the structure. While looking
at all the options, I spoke to many
people and was hopeful of a
sensible solution.

One evening, a summer resident of
Marble Mountain, Charles Kehoe,
telephoned me with reference to
what was going to happen to the
little church of Marble Mountain.
He was feeling the pressure to
speak up because he was a Roman
Catholic and well known to the
community. I spoke to Mr. Kehoe
of my options, and that I was
undecided. Through our dialogues,
Mr. Kehoe offered this solution: he
would put a new roof on the
building if I paid for the materials.
I agreed to his offer.

Through his construction company,
Mr. Kehoe provided the men, the
staging and the expertise. Several
of the Protestant members of the
community pitched in to help Mr.
Kehoe. The cost of the materials
was somewhere near $1,705.00 and
I had a bill to pay.

West Bay Road did not have the
funds to pay for such an expense.
Thus I presented a counter offer to
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