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The tenth anniversary issue! 

Partii-Pape: 

Atlantic Fisheries 
lntrepretation Center 
and Hatchery promote 
awareness of need 
for conservation 

by Shelagh Fraser 

For many years now there has been concern 
over the importance of achieving conservation 
and enhancement within our valuable fisheries 
resources. 

There has been a serious decline of various fish 
throughout the Atlantic Fisheries industry. 
Communication and increasing the public 
awareness· concerning this issue is of great 
importance. 

The Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans 
provides information both scientific and technical 
to community groups undertaking fish habitat 
improvements, stream side incubation, satellite 
rearing. They have also established four major 
Salmonid Enhancement Centres throughout the 
Gulf region. The main centres being located at 
Charle and Miramichi in New Brunswick. 
Cardigan in Prince Edward Island and one in 
Margaree, Nova Scotia. 

The Fish Culture Station in Margaree Valley 
produces 10,000 parr and 45,000 high quality 
smelts each year which are released in the 
Margaree River in order to rebuild the salmon 
stock. 

In order to facilitate a growing number of visitors 
(approximately 5.000) annually to the Fish 
Hatchery in Margaree, there is now a Fisheries 
Visitor Interpretation Centre Building located 
directly behind and above the Hatchery. 

The building which opened in May of this year is 
dedicated to the memory of Raymond (Rusty) 

Peverill who was Hatchery Manager from 1966,- 
1975. Funding for the construction of the 
building came from the Federal Department of 
Fisheries and Oceans; the Nova Scotia 
Economic Regional Development Agreement; 
Canada Employment and Immigration 
Commission; Enterprise Cape Breton 
Corporation; and the Margaree Salmon 
Association. 
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"Helping Hands" is a watercolour by Maine artist Arthur 
,. Taylor which appeared on the cover of the 1988 Annual 
-~ · . Report of the Atlantic Salmon Federation. 
£;7-: -~·---:--- Margaree candidate for 
Heritage Rivers Program 

The.Margaree River is one of three rivers now being considered for nomination to the Canadian 
Heritage Rivers Program. The other two selected by the Department of Lands and Forests as 
possible candidates are the Shelburne River in Digby and Queens counties and the St. Mary's 
River in Guysborough, Antigonish and Pictou Counties. 

o, 

"Selection of these rivers was based on studies undertaken by the Department of Lands and 
Forests and Environment Canada," says Lands and Forest Minister Chuck MacNeil. "The 
studies included assessments of 45 rivers and detailed evaluations of seven rivers with the 
greatest potential... continued page six 

.... no stream in all this world 
so vely as the SfCargaree .... 
This a quote from John C. Cosseboo1;1,. a deciple of, Izaak Wal~on and we,a_lthy bus_inessman 
from Rhode Island who left behind glowing poetry and short stories about his experiences on 
the Margaree. The River was always a magnet for the rich and famous 
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It's our tenth anniversary 
by Mary Anne Duchurmne 

Our 120th issue 

of 
Partici-Paper 

Ten years ago on July 23, 1979, 
the first . PART/Cl-PAPER was 
mailed, free of charge, to every 
household in Inverness County. 
This month marks the 120th 
issue and it's still a tree service 
of the Municipal Department of 
Recreation and Tourism, headed 
by John Cotton. There have been 
four editors, regular columnists, 
and many, many contributors who 
have shared with us articles, 
information, interviews, 
photographs--- adding up to a 
publication that is unique in Nova 
Scotia. 

You still can't buy, it 
It has a strange personality, 
PART/Cl-PAPER does, for it has 
no commercial advertising, it does 
not deal with "hard news," you 
won't find out what happened last 
week or· yesterday in it, it is 
strictly non-political, it has no 
particular affiliation with any 
community, and you can't buy it. 
Yet copies have found their way 
to as far away as New Zealand, 
Scotland, the United States and 
Western Canada. 

about fine arts in general, and 
particularly, the considerable local 
talent; it noted the neglect of local 
heritage,and the proliferation of 
"false culture" in the media; 
it pointed to a need for greater 
knowledge and pride in local 
heritage, with its subsequent 
effect on personal values; and it 
emphasized the lack of 
recognition of local leadership and 
volunteerism. 

Free newsletter 
essential to 
cuftural development 

The conclusion was loud and 
clear by the delegates: "a regular, 
attractive, monthly newsletter, free 
to the residents of Inverness 
County, is essential to cultural 
development." 

The title 
Betty-Ann Lloyd, then working for 
the Recreation Department, was 
delighted, and ready to take on 
editing----for her, a beginning 
career in journalism. But first, a 
title had to be found, and Margie 
Holder of Little Judique Pond, who 
was also employed by the 
Department, named PARTICI-­ 
PAPER. The title comes from the 
catch--word, "participaction." The 
name still fits, for PARTICI-- PAPER 
is a mirror reflecting communities 
and individuals taking an active 
role--- participating-- in the 
development of a better, more 
satisfying cultural life. 

Communication gap 

Where did it all get started? .By 
whom? Why? The concept of 
PARTICIA-- PAPER was born on May 
12 1979 at a Culture 
Conference for Inverness County 
at N.D.A. in Cheticamp. The 
conference, with 65 participants 
from the County, was sponsored 
by the Department of Recreation. 
It grew out of a realization that 
one of the major handicaps to 
cultural development in the County 
was a lack of communication on 
many levels: within communities, 
among communities, between the 
Recreation Department and the 
public, among schools and the 
communities--- this in turn led to 
a vacuum of information about 
events and programs, and a 
subsequent inability to work 
cooperatively. The conference 
decried the lack of awareness 

• The now familiar sun symbol, 
designed by Diane Sober of River 
Denys for the Recreation 
Department, appeared on the first 
issue and is still used extensively 
for Department publications, but 
when the department was given a 
tourism mandate, the sun-and­ 
bird logo on the masthead 
seemed appropriate. 

Being small 

Being small, only 8 pages, and 
monthly meant that it was futile to 
be concerned with late--breaking 
news, last night's basketball 
scores or extensive coverage of 
events 'not directly affecting the 
county. However, being monthly 
creates advantages: time to 
analyze and gain perspective, to 
research to interview, to 
concentrate on the whole identity 
of our people, past and present ­ 
- without the hustle and clutter of 
daily events that may or may not 
prove meaningful. 

No, politics, please 

Because the funding for the paper 
comes from· the municipal 
government, it was clear that 
political affairs were best left out 
entirely. 

A voice for the people 

No models to follow 
There were no models for 'this 
paper, but certain policies about 
contents. in the paper flowed 
naturally from its role as a 
county-wide voice. The 
Department was not in the 
business of competing with 
privately owned newspapers for 
advertisers, but would provide free 
advertising for non-profit 
community organizations---a need 
expressed at the conference. 

The paper was, and still is, a 
perfectly available voice to 

individuals and groups who wish 
to use it, free of charge, providing 
that the material is non-political 
and has a positive slant. As 
editor, I would say that PARTICI­ 
PAPER is under-used meaning 
that more information from people 
about community events would be 
not only highly welcome, but 
would be very effective publicity, 
at no cost. The circulation of 
PARTICI-PAPER is 6,700! 

What to include? 

From the earliest issues history 
and heritage articles played a 
prominent role in the paper, 
including Jim St.Clair's widely-­ 
read genealogical page 
ANCESTORS UNLIMITED. It is 
frequently this page that gets 
Partici--Paper around the world, 
into the hands of people who have 
ancestral roots in this area. 

Material gathered from various 
secondary sources such as 
books, magazines, and historical 
society newsletters makes 
extensive information about our 
area widely available to the public 
in a way that was not possible 
before Partici--Paper. However, 
the editor also looks for fresh 
story tips from readers and goes 
to the people for personal 
interviews. Unlike some other 
newspaper publications, the editor 
of Partici--Paper often does 
primary research, does much of 
the writing, attends conferences 
and events, does artwork and 
layout,-- and until recently, even 
counted and bundled the papers 
for postal distribution! 

Toe paper now has a regular 
French language article by Daniel 
Aucoin, and would gladly print a 
Gaelic column, if a contributor 
could be found. There are also 
frequent contributions from the 
Cape Breton Highlands National 
Park, and from a wide range of 
county residents with specialized 
knowledge or enthusiasm about 
some corner of Inverness County 
life. It is a wonderful treat for the 
editor to get a mailing with a 
good, tmisried piece ot writing all 
ready for print! 

The contents of PARTICI-PAPER 
continues to evolve over the 
years, taking direction from the 
people who ask for or submit 
articles, and from the four 
editors who have shaped it: Betty 
Ann Lloyd, Catherine (MacDonald) 
Gillies, Ann Sherrington, and 
myself. Also influencing the paper, 
of. course, is the character of the 
sponsoring department. Adult 
education, tourism, recreation 
programs, sports and cultural 
events, notices, activities of 
organizations, volunteer 
recognition, leadership training--­ 
all of these are direct 
communications between the 
people of the county and the 
Department of Recreation and 
Tourism. 

Thanks for support! 
I wish to thank all the kind people 
who have supported Partici--Paper 
through the years by contributing 
articles, information, story ideas, 
photographs and artwork. Thanks 
also to Municipal Council for 
continuing to fund the paper, and 
to John Cotton for early 
recognizing its potential value to 
the people of Inverness County, 

Partici-Paper 
Mary Anne Ducharme, Editor 

Published by the Inverness 
County Dept. of Recreation/ 
Tourism, Municipal Building 
Box 170, Port Hood, N.S. ' BOE 2WO · · · 
Next deadline 
August 28 
Next printing 
Sept. 8 
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Meet the Edi tors 
ya yet8 g0veg gvg2gs 9$32? Betty-Ann Lloyd 

When Mary Anne Ducharme asked 
me to recall the first issues of , 
Partici--Paper, I realized just how 
long 10 years can be. At that 
time I had never put out a paper­ 
-but it seemed like a wonderful 
idea. Little did I know how much 
this first experience would in­ 
fluence the rest of my life. 

That first issue I struggled with 
glue and typed pieces of copy. I 
was trying hard to make the 
newsletter look good and sound 
good. But I had never really 
thought about what it is that 
appeals to a reader. In my rented 
workroom and weaving studio at 
the corner in Port Hood, I glued 
pieces here and pieces there. In 
the end, it got done--but the 
image in my mind had not quite 
made it on the page. 

The next few issues improved as 

my eyes became accustomed to 
actually SEEING print and pictures 
and headlines come together. 
The more I did, the more I enjoy­ 
ed the sense of producing some­ 
thing that people might look at 
and actually want to read. 

After a year, I began to work at 
THE SCOTIA SUN in Port 
Hawkesbury. Again, I was 
interested in producing something 
that people would want to read 
and be able to read. I went from 
Port Hawkesbury to another 
community newspaper in the 
Miramichi Valley of New 
Brunswick. From there, I went to 
CBC RADIO in Halifax. 

What I was' learning about news­ 
paper writing and design took on 
another flavour with radio. I be­ 
came much clearer as I discover­ 
ed how important it is to write in a 
way that people can "hear" as 

0lw 4do@otter owe@or y94ye? 

well as "see." I began to teach 
newspaper production and design 
at the Journalism School at the 
University of King's College. I 
taught students that if people 
don't want to read what you are 
writing, or if they cannot read 
what you are writing, then you 
aren't doing your job. 

At the same time, in the women's 
community in Halifax, we started a 
newspaper, PANDORA, that was 
strongly committed to giving wom­ 
en a voice. We wanted to "hear 
women into speech." 

This idea of giving people voice 
through the tool of writing and 
reading became more and more 
important to me. I decided to go 
back to school and have just 
completed my M.A. in community 
psychology from the Ontario In­ 
stitute for Studies in Education. I 

did my research and practical 
work around the way in which our 
need and our ability to read and 
write can determine how we fit 
into the world. I am now working 
full-time in the adult literacy field 
and the field of clear language 
and design. 

I think it all started with Partici­ 
Paper and I would like to thank 
John Cotton and the wonderful 
people of Inverness County for 
the opportunity I had. My son 
Jacob--who comes to visit the 
Sherringtons every time he can-­ 
would wish that I was still in Port 
Hood putting out the paper. Yet, 
I've had a chance to experience 
what partici-papering is all about 
in a way I would have never 
thought when I was sitting in the 
middle of the floor with pots of 
glue, pieces of paper and a very 
puzzled look on my face. 
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I served as editor of Partici--Paper 
from September 1981 to March 
1 986 and during that time was 
privileged to be a part of 
Inverness County's Recreation 
Department and afforded 
numerous opportunities to meet 
and chat with many interesting 
people in this county. Editing 
Partici--Paper was always a 
challenging experience. The 
learning factor. as I did research 
or conducted interviews for 
various articles, was always an 
incentive to keep going. 

I came to Partici--Paper as editor 
after several years of teaching 
experience both in British 
Columbia and in Cape Breton. I 
received both my B.A. and B.Ed 
from the University of Toronto and 

part of my previous background 
experience had been in fine arts, 
history, genealogical research and 
languages. I always had an 
interest in writing, both creative 
and journalistic. 

While I was editor, I was also 
involved in the research and 
writing of FAIR IS THE PLACE-­ 
a book of MacDonald genealogy. 
compiled and published by John 
Colin and Mildred MacDonald in 
1985. 

I have always enjoyed historic 
research and this was probably 
evident in various articles that I 
featured in Partici--Paper at that 
time. Sometimes an unexpected 
letter from some tar off place 
would find its way to· the editor 

(like the one I received from 
Australia) and I would realize that 
Partici--Paper was being read in 
places far beyond the borders of 
Inverness County. 

In the spring of 1986. I retired as 
editor when I was expecting my 
first child. Since that time, with 
the addition of a second child in 
1988, I have been quite pre­ 
occuoied with domestic duties. I 
have kept my hand in to a certain 
extent, however. as a member of 
INSCRIBE. the Inverness county 
Writers. and have published both 
poetry and prose in WINDROW 
ANTHOLOGY and INNER 
VISIONS, OUTER VOICES. I hope 
to be able to continue this as time 
allows in the future. 

ovtr 4we4av4@we@tow ow# Ann1 Sherring ton «late#tee=tee 

In the spring of 1982, Cathy Rory 
MacDonald decided to holiday in 
Scotland. I jumped at the chance 
to convince Jbohn Cotton that he 
needed someone to fill,in while 
she was. gone--I'd never 
organized a whole paper before. 
It WAS fun, (except for doing 
headlines in Letraset), and it led 
to a fob stringing for the SCOTIA 

\ 

SUN. 

For nearly four years, I reported 
on Inverness County for THE 
SUN. THE REPORTER. CBC 
RADIO and MACLEAN'S. You 
might think reporting om events in 
a rural area would be a pretty 
easy-going way to earn a living, 

but balancing a couple different 
publications means multiple 
deadlines, and even though we 
live in the country, there's no 
shortage of intriguing stories to 
write about. Eventually, it was 
time to take a break, or at least 
make a change, so ... 

I left newspapers to take my first 
tentative steps into the sometimes 
intimidating world of 
microcomputers, joining my 
husband Richard. and son Thane 
in COMPUTER CONNECTION. 
Ltd. 

At first we operated out of what 
customer Harry Bruce of THE 

HERALD has called "a ramshackle 
house in the woods back of Port 
Hood." Thane and Richard r-an 
the computers, and I learned what 
running an office and keeping the 
books means. 

Today. we also have a store in 
Antigonish and are looking at Port 
Hawkesbury. Two salespeople 
help with sales, a technician 
installs computer systems. and 
Darlene MacDonell keeps me in 
line here in Port Hood. 

And THIS is the job to get away 
from pressure? 
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