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Cinderella

The Maritime Marionettes, a Truro based
puppeteer company composed of Darryll
Taylor and his wife, Heather, will perform
CINDERELLA on August 26, 8 pm at the
Inverness Arena. This high calibre
production is one of the highlights of the
INVERNESS COUNTY EXHIBITION.
Tickets are available at the Agricultural
Otfice in Mabou or at retail outlets in
Inverness. $3.00 advance,$ 4.00 door.

The MARITIME MARIONETTES may have
been in existence only about two years,
but their creators, Darryll and Heather
Taylor, have worked together for more
than four years, and before that, they’
poth worked for the Marionette Theatre in
Harttford Connecticut, the foremost
marionette company in the United States.
They have toured coast to coast in the
States, and in many instances they have
introduced Canadian audiences (O
marionettes for the first time, for there
are very few involved in the art in
Canada. CINDERELLA is the largest scale
production the Taylors have tackled.

The puppets, which are carved from pine,
painted, costumed, and strung are the
traditional European puppets capable of
very lifelike movements and great
expressiveness. "It's like playing a musical :

instrument, " says Darryll,"it requires I C [ aga
practice everyday. Marionettes are difficult nverness ounty EXhlbltlon
to manipulate. That is why there are so 3

few doing them." Because they have four August 26 .27 .28
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hands between the two puppeteers, they

are limited to four characters on the stage At the-1 Rink dR
s -Inverness Rink an
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The Maritime Marionettes at the Exhibition



Partici-Paper page two

Greetings from Swaziland
A letter from Brenda Maclennan

Dear Fellow Capers,
Greetings from Swaziland!

I'.m sitting nere, chewing sugar cane and
listening to the boys digging up the
ground for a new garden. The soil around
here is P.E.I. red and wnen it rains, the
mud is more slippery than ice and is as
dirty as, weli, as mud. I have been
walking around he countryside quite a iot,
which shocks the Natives, who only walk
if they have to walk. We had rain last
week which was great for the water tanks,
and made me feel rignt at home.

Africa. What does it mean, anyway? I've
peen trying to figure it out for the last
month as I sit up here on my perch in
Hhelehele. We don't think about it at
home, do we? We'd be schizophrenic fools
iI we walked about thinking, "What does
Canada mean, anyway?’

Did I really expect wild elephants
thundering by my hut, tribal drums
pounding throughout the night? As the

'Cinderella continued

at one time. Almost every show involves
some kind of a tangle, but they handle it
so well that it is rarely noticed.

"One tricky thing in CINDERELLA was
figuring out how the puppets were going
to try on the slipper at the end, and how
were we going to do the magic where she
changes from her working clothes into her
gown," says Heather.

While CINDERELLA is familiar to us in its
Walt Disney version, the story used by the
Taylors is based on the original French
tale, set in medieval times, and has a
different twist.

The show starts with sprightly Prokofiev
music and we see Cinderella working
patiently by the firepace as her mean
aunts taunt and tease her. As the sisters
go through crazy antics for the Ball, they
pecome immediately believable, with
independence and .strength, seeming of
their own. It is easy to forget that they
are puppets. Meanwhile, back at the castle,
the Prince's delightful and wise companion,
the Court Jester, knows the Ball will be
the most important night of .the Prince's
lite. A wondertul highlight of -the show is
when Godmother magically transforms
Cinderella: tor the Ball! The. audience
cannot help but be ftascinated with the
great skill in which the wooden hands of
the the puppets pick up and handle props.

Says Don Wetmore of the Nova Scotia
Drama League: "The dancing of Cinderella's
horses as they pull the beautiful pumpkin
chariot, and the dancing at the Ball were
extremely well handled by the two
experts, who crossed and crisscrossed their
strings to my amazement."- - - S LA
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time has gone by, Africa, my Africa, has
pecome a place of people. I will remember
the faces of the old men, scantily dressed
1n skins, walking slowiy along the reed-—
lined paths. I will remember the women,
strongly proud, with their heads straight,
carefully balancing their heavy burdens. I
wiil remember the laughing chiidren,
dressed in rags, making precious toys out
of rocks and plastic bags. Maybe all that
is what Africa is anyway, and it can oniy
mean what I want it to mean.

Every day brings me a memory, whether it °

be a triumph, or a tragedy. I was never
as happy in my life as when I jumped and
sang with my school after we won the
regional choir competition. I was never
as sad as when I sat across from a boy
wino was pronounced "mentally disturbed.”
He looked scared, that's all I knew. He
could be suffering from anything, who
knows? Who can afford a doctor, anyway?
His'sister died a few years ago the same
way. Must be the water, or something
wrong with tne family, they say.

Information Please:
The Boundaries of Bornish
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Partici—Paper has carried several articles
over the years on St. Margaret's Church
on River Denys Mountain. Inadvertantly,
in the July issue, I made a slip in
referring to it as "The Catholic Church of
prompted interesting
grumbles from peopie who know betrer.
| But the editor was certainiy not intending
to raise anyone's ire! [ would welcome an
article by someone Kknowledgeable on the
subject to set me straight, as well as my
readers. Here are some of the factors,
based on the information I had on hand
that led me to the error:

1) The line in Jim St.Clair's articie'stated
that "The area is sometimes loosely known
as Bornish, a community. of the same name
in South Uist." I took this far more
literally than it was. intended. ( I supplied
the headline for the article.)

2) From reading sources like THE
HISTORY OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IN
EASTERN NOVA SCOTIA I knew that some
of the early settlers in the area were from
Bornish, including a John L. MacDonald
who was Known as "Squire Bornish,"
certainly an interesting personality of his
time! I would like to know more about
him. I have been since informed that
appellations such as "Angus Bornish" were
once fairly:common'in the area...: « .

*That is the way it goes here. Remember
the good times, iaugn as rast as you can
after the crying is over. Accept
everything tnat comes your way.

Teaching nere is amazing as always,
although sometimes I wonder if I will ever
get past tense verbs explained adequately.
The English language can be pretty
frustrating. I say a rule, they do greart,
and then I have to mess everything up
with exceptions. I have been running the
assembly in the morning which I would
enjoy except I think the other teachers
know my reluctance to beat anyone, S0 the
students are having a really easy Wweek.
Behavior codes are very strict while they
sing, pray, say their good mornings,
straighten their handkerchiefs, submit to
an inspection of haircuts (most heads are
shaved). They all must bring firewood Lo
school as well as water for the garden.

Time is slipping by as I slowly learn to
walk at the Swazi pace, wait a Swazi
minute, teach myselt Swazi patience. That
lesson in itself is worth the trip.

I received a really nice letter trom the
schoolkids in Orangedale recentiy, which
was nice. It is a comfort not to be
forgotten.

I hope your summer is as hot as my
winter is! Take care.

Pass my greetings to your heart and to
your parents.( One of my students wrote

‘me that). ’

Brenda MacLennan

3) Some people in- Judique and Creignish
refer to the church as "The Bornish
Church," but this appears to be a very
localized term. Historicaily, however,
many people from the area known as
"Bornish" attended this church, hence the

probable reason for the misnomer.

4) The bounaaries of the area of Bornish
are not, at present, precisely designated,
gnd I think it more.a judgement call than
tac_t t0 say exactly where it begins and
_enas. I was aware that tne River Denys
Mogntain Road is the name of the road on
w;\;ch the church is touna since I have
Visited there. However, a few yards away
and across this road is the beginning ot.‘
continued , page §
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