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Covering culture, heritage, recreation, ph.vsical fitness, tourism, 
and community activltles in Inverness County since 1979. 

~ student, daydreaming briefly by the 
window, would see this view of Marble 
Mountain as he sat at his desk at the 
three-room school house in the early 
1920's. Captured in this vintage photo 
as a still-life, the community was 
actually a bustling town- of 1,000 
people, about 750 of which were men 
who worked the quarries. 

The school house is now a museum, and 
the men who worked the quarries are 
gone, but Marble Mountain memories are 
very much alive. 

A View from 
' - 

by Marr Anne Ducharme 

The Marble Mountain Museum overlooks 
the brilliant blue of the Bras d'Or Lake 
which is dotted with islands. From the 
side window can be viewed sheer 
marble walls rising from the mountain, 
bearing the silent scars of past mining. 
The museum, once a school house. is 
constructed in a spare. unadorned style 

the 
' 

Future 
typical of the community. but there 1s 
no sense of starkness. Everywhere is a 
profusion of wildflowers some of which 
grace the exhibits in the- museum. 
While the total· impression is of a 
mostly deserted and pictuesque village, 
by many standards "quaint." there is 
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eaders: 
Ducharme 
and relatives of non­ 
fy those who are 
rates? Often people 
or write go to great 

lengths to hide their inability, even 
from people closest to them. According 
to Joan MacDonald of the Inverness 
South Literacy Council, 11 the most 
difficult barrier to break is getting 
those people to come forward and ask 
for help." 

What is a functional illiterate? It is a 
person who may or may not- have 
graduated from highschool but who 
cannot read street and highway signs; 
cannot read the printed portion of the 
Driver's Test, cannot read an 
instruction manual or the indicators on 
'the dashboard of a· car. He or she is 
hemmed in by the reading world and 
must compensate in difficult Ways to 
function in the tasks of everyday life. 

Linda, a young single woman of twenty 
works as a part-time dishwasher in a 
local restaurant though she would really 
enjoy being a waitress or a cashier, or 
even a cook. She is always the last to 
be, hired and the first to be fired no 
matter where she works and she is 
grateful for any temporary and part-. 
time jobs she is able to find. But no 
one asks her to read or write anything 
as a dishwasher so she is forced to be 
satisfied with her lower pay rate. She 
needs to save money to make ends meet 
and there is a generic food store 
nearby -- but she does not shop there 
because she cannot read the labels. One 
time she bought a can of insect spray 
which was sold in a can similar to 
vegetable oil spray, and when she 
disovered her error, she threw the 
spray can into . a metal barrel with 
other trash and burned it. 

It exploded and it was fortunate that 
she sustained only minor cuts and 
burns. She was not able to read the 
warning label. 

Linda cannot read the labels on, her 
prescriptions, fill out application forms, 
cope with Income Tax forms, read 
magazines or newspapers, write letters 
to friends and family, or vote in an 
informed way. 

Linda is able to maintain only a limited 
level of independence, finding that she 
cannot cope without social assistance, 
and the help of her parents. 
Independent by nature, this has 

• Removing 
severelv undermined her self respect. 
She graduated from highschool by dint 
of staying in the back of the room, 
minding her own business. and being 
as quiet and anonymous as possible. 
She was simply overlooked by her 
teachers, many of whom could not 
recall her name most of the time. 
She looks forward to a long life of 
being anonymous == a welfare 'nobody' 
as she secretly thinks of herself. 

She counts it her one success that few 
suspect that she .is functionally 
illiterate. 

People 'in Linda's predicatment are more 
numerous in Inverness County than the. 

.. reading public is aware. Her 
difficulties, by. their nature. make it 
difficult or impossible for her to come 
forward. and ask for help. She feels 
that there is a terrible stigma attached 
to her problem, especially here in a 
rural county· where everybody knows 
everybody. 

the • Stigme 
It takes the greatest perceptiveness of 
the part of relatives and friends 
to identify the functionally illiterate. It 
takes even greater sensitivity and 
diplorriacy to create the trust by which 
a person like Linda can accept tutor­ 
ing. 

The first change in attitude that has to 
take place is the pre-conception that 
illiterate people are necessarily lesser 
in intelligence or worth. Both the 
reading public. and unfortunately, the 
non-readers are guilty of this attitude. 
Hundreds of reasons and combinations 
of reasons explain how illiteracy can 
exist in the 1980's in Inverness County. 
Perceptual problems, stemming fl'om 
brain-eye development in childhood . 
home problems, social adjustment. 
insecurity. unsympathetic. unskilled or 
impatient teachers. lack of diagnosis of 
medical conditions. hyper-activity, other 
interests more absorbing, lack of home 
encouragement and support of school 
objectives-- these are just a few 
possiblilties. 

She may not be aware that a program 
exists to help her: she may be deeply 
ashamed: she may fear exposure and 

" ridicule; she may not trust anyone to 
keep her problem confidential. gimmes"l] 

Fall Courses 
The Inverness County Recreation: 
Tourism Department is now preparing 
for the Fall 1987 session of Recreation 
and Continuing Education courses. If 

What is most important is that adults 
who desperately need doors opened to 

continued Page 4 

.. 
1n the County 
you have a program request or would 
like to instruct a course. please 
contact the School Programmer in your 
area before August 24. 

Community Programmer· Phone 

Pleasant Bay Mary Fraser 224-2364 
Cheticamp David Poirier 224-2936 
St.Joseph du Moine Betty Anne Aucoin 224-3897 
Margaree Forks Donald Mac Lennan 235-2439 
N.E. Margaree Heather Currey 248-2408 
Inverness Anna Lee MacEachern 258-2089 
Mabou Marie MacDonald 945-2676 
Port Hood Francene Gillis· 787-3344 
Judique Rita Warner 787-2779 
Port Hastings Doris Carrigan Jf: 625-3842 
West Bay Road Irene MacDonald 625-2596 

I, Glendale Josephine Smeenk 625-0299 
Orangedale Carl Zimmerman 756-2872 
Whycocomagh Debbie Gillis 756-2389 

REGISTRATION WEEK IS SEPT.14-19. 
Complete course descriptions will be in 
the September issue of Partici-Paper. 
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INVERNESS COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF RECREATION AND TOURISM 

Send all con tr! butlors to: 
rPARTICI-PAPER EDITOR NEXT DEJA DLINE: 
P.O. D3ox 179. Mur. Bldg. 
Port 1-lood. Nova Scotla 
soE2WO August 31 

Special thanks to the ort 1Hood NEXT PRINTING: 
Post 01':t'lce f'or cooperation ln 
d ls 1: r l but lo n . 

September 4 

,· 



Inverness Cottage 
by Kevin MacDonell 

Workshop 
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Caroline Adams proudly 
displays rolls ready 
for the oven in the 
cottage workshop's kitchen. 

INVERNESS - "Without the support of 
the communiity, we wouldn't be here." 
says Caroline MacLean, manager of the 
Inverness Cottage Workshop, established 
here in 1979 to provide work and 
training for handicapped adults. 

The Workshop ls situated in the 
basement rloor or the the old St. 
Mary's Hospital on Upper Railway St. 
"We own a piece of land downtown, 
next to Main St., but we lack the funds 
to put up a neYJ building,'' Mrs. 
MacLean says. "We feel we could 
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Tommy Maloney and Sandy Smith 
make furniture. 

attract a greater volume of business if 
we were on Main Street.' 

She explains that the clients served by 
the Workshop, called "trainees". are 
mentally. physically or sceially 
handicapped adults between the ages (>f 
16 and 65. The 23 trainees ork in a 
bake shop. a \roodKorking siloµ and a 
developmental shop. 

In the cool and quiet de,·elopme1,tal 
shop. Mrs. JMacLean explained that the 
Workshop is one of 33 in the province 
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There is also a blanket owned by Mrs. 
John Macay with the identification tag 
[that reads: "she raised the sheep. 

sheered them. washed and carded and 
-e spun the wool to weave into this 
] blanket." 

A switrhbnard. former!:,..· lor.ated in the 
kitchen of Effie }laeLean until .the 
mid-1970s. served 22 subscribers or 
one line for the falagawatch Mutual 
Telephone Company. 

A View from the Future continued 
much in the landscape and in the 
human constructions here to suggest a 
very different past. Local residents who 
speak to visitors almost invariably 
report the same first impression of 
tourists: "It's like travelling back in 
time." 
Jeanne McNichol, curator of the 
Museum, had gathered several people 
from the Marble Mountain community 
to talk informally about their memories. 
Among them was Jean Nicholson, a 
former student in the school house, and 
a daughter of a former school teacher 
here. She remembered that at the time 
she was in grade 11, her class consisted 
of one, and that in all the grades, 
primary to 12. there were only 17, 
students. Of course, she had to "go 
away" to write her Provincial Exam, all 
the way to Port Hawkesbury--" riding 
in the faithful '39 Chrysler." She 
remembered Christine MacPhail. who 
taught for decades.in the school and 
who loved to teach the younger 
children arithmetic by having them 
count rocks and flowers outdoors. 

The school closed in 1971, Jeanne 
McNichol recalls, and some of the 
original desks, stored elsewhere, were 
returned to the school when it became 

a museum. Its use as a museum and 
library was a result of a "Little Red 
School House" grant. However, she 
points out "it is the people here that 
really brought the museum into 
existence. Russel and Sadie 
MacLachlan did all the paperwork for 
the grant, and trained young people in 
museum tasks. Sadie was the first 
curator, and Russel was the· president 
of the Marble Mountain Community 
Association when the museum first 
opened in August of 1974 .. " s·he 
continued, explaining· how the 
manufacture of display cases, the 
contribution by local people of items 
for display. donations of funds, and 
much work by former students of the· 
school all were necessary before the 
museum reached its present status. 

The focus of the museum is the 
limestone and marble quarry which 
closed in the early twenties. Tools. from 
the quarrying days are much in 
evidence, such as spikes, drill bit.s and 
shovels. An impressive display of raw 
limestone and its products greets the 
visitor in the entry. along with many 
photographs· of the quarry, the men 
who worked it. and the women and 
children who lived in the community, 
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Another of the visitors at the museum 
was Winnie MacLachlan who has done 
much of the calligraphy found with the 
display materials, and who is the 
present owner. along with her husband 
Arnold. of the MacLachlan Store. 
Much of the memorabilia displayed was 
donated by this couple and by Mr. and 
Mrs. Russel MacLachlan, who gleaned 
the artifacts from the old store which 
is now closed. At one time there were 
about seven stores in Marble Mountain. 
but this was "THE BIG STORE"-­ 
perhaps one of the largest stores in 
Cape Breton in its heyday. Says Mrs . 
Maclachlan: "The store had everything 
imaginable, from needles to anchors. It 
was impressive with marble-topped 
counters, gleaming hardwood floors. and 
shining brass fixtures. But," she 
continued. "when the quarrying went 
bust after the early twenties, people 
moved away and left behind thousands 
of dollars of unpaid bills.That spelled 
the end for the store." 

Besides the quarrying artifacts are 
man~· or.her objects of special interest. 
.-\monr. them is a "signature quilt" -- a 
labor of love parti_ng gift to Rev. and 
iVJrs. W .l\. Mac Kay in 1920. Worked by 
the church women of Marble !\1ountain 
and other charges. it has a square for 

· evei•y family in the district. with the 
embroidered name of every individual. 

And among the displays of am.ique 
clothing. assorted containers. 
photographs and other objects. is a 
picture of Margaret:. MacPhail.· taken 
when she was 83 years old. The well­ 
known authoress lived in bark or the 
United Church and is buried in the 
Malagawatch Cemetery. She wrote 
three books centered around the mid­ 
nineteenth century. Scots who lived 
nearby: LOCH BRAS D'OR. THE GIRL 
FROM LOCH BRAS D'OR and THE 
BRIDE OF LOCH BRAS D'OR. 

Linder her picture is a poem by Harvey 
MacKenzie of St. Peter's which speaks 
of LOCH BRAS D'OR as a book good 
to read " a breezy book that brought 
me back to cottage or a squatter's 
shack. , when) life was simple, sane 
and slow." The book personifies the 
"humour of the Gael, Who dwelt by 
Loch Bras d'Or." ' 

Easily one can imagine Marble Mountain 
as a kind of Brigad0on. a place that 
lives as if by magic in the space age, a 
journey to a time of "gaiety and 
sadness. splendour and poverty. boom 
and depression. It is the story of a 
regal descent'from the industrial capital 
or the Bras d'Or to the deserted 
,lakeside village." (Latimer) « 


