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for anglers 
&ot'fer folfs OMargaree Salmon Museum 

by Mary Anne Ducharme 

A child emerged from the Margaree 
Salmon Museum, his hand locked in his 
father's. "That was nest -- an 18 
foot rod! he said. "And did you see 
all the fishing flies? Can I make some 
of those bomber ones?" 

His father got into his car, 
which had Nev Jersey plates. "It 
would take a lot of patience, he said, 
"ut I think we could do it together." 
Then to his wife: "Well, that was 
well worth it!" 

I sat in my car for awhile 
listening to various people emerging 
because I vented to get a tourist-eye 

view of the museum, an objective small 
sample before I explored it myself. 
Those I sav obYiously vere enthusiastic, 
and I was soon to share their enjoyment. 
Later, I was puzzled by two things: 
Why wasn't the parking lot jammed with 
cars? And why don't more people from 
the local area know about and visit 
this museum? 

As the name of the museum implies, 
the focus of the museum is salmon, 
as well as fishing rods, flies, reels 
and related gear, and each of these 

has intrinsic fascination to fishermen, 
as well as those like nyself who have 
never held.a rod o~ fished, But the· 
scope of the museum was larger than 
I imagined, For the art buff, there 
are many paintings and drawings: for 
those who have interest in local 
history, the museum is a gold nine; 
for bookish folk, there is a library 
of natural history books, as well 
as short stories and poetry, for 
genealogists, there are anecdotes 
and photographs galore. If you think 

continued, page two 



August Partici-Paper Page 2 

Galon UMaseum... 
you aren't interested in any of these, 
you will soon be converted by Frances 
Hart, curator, whose knowledge of her 
museum and the Margaree area is rich 
and lovingly conveyed. 

J 

'Ihe admission fee for adults is 
50¢ and for children, 25¢: an incred­ 
ible bargain by any standards, and 
"well worth it!" 

The museum is located in N.E. 
Margaree and is operated by the 
Margaree Anglers' Association. It is 
open fra June 15th to October 15th, 
fran 9 am to 5 µn. 

The building was expanded fran -­ 
the old Rossville School, and now 
presents an attractive, well-kept 
exterior, with an entrance ramp that . 
gives easy access to everyone, includ- 
ing the handicapped. The interior is 
clean, neat, beautifully organized 
into clearly focused displays that 
demonstrate the value of museum 
specialization. The visitor quickly 
appreciates why the American Ass­ 
ociation of State and Local History 
would give this museum a special 
commendation. 

I 

Did gou eve id a nod o6 eight­ 
e.e.n 6 e.et - -- . 
A Le.ona.Jtd, od, with hand&es wound 
w.lth c.a.ne. --- 
The "Chwch 0{ Eng&and" nods we used 
to meet, 
Swu.n.g by a.n.gR..eM 06 .the. old -oc.hool 
wcthout st0au? 

John C. Co-o.6e.boom 

and bridge guides for the line. Sare 
rods are solid, others are made in 
five pieces tapered and glued toget­ 
her by hand. The oldest rod was made 
in 1865. 

Not being a fishing fanatic did not 
dampen my interest in these rods be­ 
cause of some of the fascinating peop­ 
lewho fished with them on the Margaree 
River. Among these are Pinkie Gillum, 
Joe Revere (grandson of Paul Revere) 
and one of my favorite color writers, 
Henry Van Dyke. 

That's the {shing that they ca&&ed 
a "sport o6 kings". . 
(When theg {shed n swo&en vevvs' 
sprngtune {ow . 
Fon the big b.ght shining {sh o{ 
othev Springs, 
W.lth ;that he.a.vy JtU.gge.d ge.a.Jt _ 06 long 
a.go! J .c .c. 

As the visitor gradually begins 
to absorb same of the infonna.tion, 
the realization forms that artifacts 
and materials have been donated, 
internationally: England and Scotland; 
New York, Florida, Rhode Island, 
Washington D.C., Maryland, Connecticut, 
New Jersy, Ohio, Massachusettes; and 
many, many places in Canada. 

The reel display includes rare and 
valuable types made of various mat­ 
erials such as wood, brass, deer horn, 
as well as modern light-metal types. 
A three-piece rod is also displayed by 
the famous "Pinkie" (Harold) Gillum of 
Connecticut, a professional rod-maker 
who fished on the Margaree for many 
years. In another roan of the museum 
is a large wall -display of rods, in­ 
cluding the ·18 foot "grandaddy of all 
rods, 11 that I heard the boy speak of 
when I arrived at the museum. 

At first glance, these rods migh~ 
11 appear to be "too miich of a good thinq. 

Until, that is, you begin to see that 
no two are alike, and that each has 
its own story. There are ~ ma.de of 
applewood, rock maple, tonkin cane, 
greenheart, and split barrboo. there are 
round, five sided and four sided rods. 
There are snake guides, ring guides 

Of course, I looked at "leaders" 
made of silkworm and horse-tail; and 
lines of silk , and braided, enameled 
lines; and hooks in size and variety 
I had never imagined, including the 
neariy invisible #28. 

Inevitably, perhaps, my favorite 
displays were of fish flies because 
of their meticulous artistry. 'Toe 
professional work of Alex Simpson of 
Aberdeen, Scotland was especially 
fascinatina because of his use of 
mysterious "pig's down." 

Eider down, swans down -- these 
I understand, but pig's down'??? 
I was informed that is the soft 
hair of a pig's underside! Joe 

. Aucoin of New Waterford, I was 
told, was the designer of the 
"Bomber Series" of flies, such as 
the "Black Bamber" and the "Brown 
Barber." I was fascinated by the 
names of the flies for each type 
has its name: "Silver Doctor," 
"Dusty Miller," "The Rat," and 
11 ,Tock Scott, etc." . 

'Toe paintings in the museum are 
worth a visit'in themselves. Includ­ 
ed are many fine works, including 
"Opening Day, Forks Pool," by Joseph 
CJ::illey and the lovely (even if un­ 

. 'shed) "Approaching Storm on the 
["Ee tver±" by the famous 1and­ 
iarg art. t Frank Vincent DuMond. 
scape :1st :las ; 
- d tau ht summer art c sses in aond .,,, 1920 's and was an Margaree in 
ardent fisherman. 

The Margaree River seems a magnet 
for the rich and famous, including 
doctors, lawyers, businessmen, writers, 
artists, even nobel prize winners 
scan a?'De. ceose iot Nig;;"° 
won his award in the field o ':" 
. . e He spent many summers fishing 1c1n:. Ri 
on the banks of the Margaree ver. 

John C. Cosseboom, a deciple of 
Izaak Walton and wealthy businessman 
from Rhode Island was another regul­ 
ar in the area, leaving behind glow­ 
ing poetry about his experiences on 
the Margaree and two short stories 
that I can't wait to read: "A Random 
Chapter from the Boyhood of a Fish- 
erman " and "A Little Story of a .,L.J.U .. UAf ti 

'Big One that Didn't Get Away. 

There is so much more in this 
museum, far too much to cover in 
total in this article. 

When I left the museum, I was 
laden with many pages of notes and 
a head full of wonder that I had 
managed to live in Inverness County 
for nearly ten years without having 
visited the Margaree Salmon Museum! 
It is UNTHINKABLE not to visit here, 
doubly so if you are a native of 
the area. It would be sad to give 
over such a rich part of our her­ 
itage to the casual tourist without, 
taking advantage of it ourselves! 

By all means, make a day-trip and 
enjoy! 

I know no steam in a this word 
So lovely as the Mavgavee--­ 
And when the sas o{ Rife ave 6wed 
No bettev pavadse {on me. 

J.c.c . 

It didn't rain 
on the Broad 
Cove Concert! 
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Joe Tec MacDougall prompts while 
Willie Kennedy and Kenneth Joseph 
MacDonald or fiddle and Jerry MacNeil 
on guitar provide the music for the 
Saratoga Lancer. 
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"You circle around the outside 
while they circle the way in the centre. 
Hold hands." Duncan Francis MacDonald 
of Little Judique directs dancers Harold 
MacDonald, Patsy Gibson, Marion 

(r.> {Now swing your (eftfand fa(y' 

Graham, Greg Smith. Lornie Cameron, 
Mary Janet MacDonald, Jessie Cameron, 
and John MacMillan through the 
unfamiliar steps of the old eight-handed 
reel. 

"Now swing your lefthand lady, and 
a grand chain, right and left!" 

Across the county tap shoes 
clicked, fiddles played, and the cameras 
rolled as a Museum of Man video crew 
and two university researchers toured 
dance halls from Judique and Valley 
Mills to Cheticamp to record traditional 
folk dances for the national archives. 

"We've talked to 300 people since 
we arrived in June," said resreacher 
Laura Sadowsky. "We've interviewed 70. 
Right now, we're collecting information. 
We want to get a perspective on the 
changes in dancing from the time of the 
original settlers through the end of the 
1800s and up to today. Later, we also 
want to see what influence the different 
groups--Scottish, French, and Micmac-­ 
might have had on each other." 

The videos will be a historic 
document, Sadowsky. said. A copy will be 
given to the Beaton Institute, and each 
local museum will get a copy of the 
dance specific to its community. 

Sadowsky and Barbara LeBlanc, a 
Terre Noire native, have been studying 
traditional dance for three years. This 
summer, the Museum of Man's Centre 
for Folklore Culture asked them to 
concentrate on LeBlanc's home county of 
Inverness, helping the Museum find 
dancers, fiddlers, prompters, singers, and 
historians to help them create a visual 
record of old-time Cape Breton dance 

During its two weeks in the county 
last month, the video crew filmed Carl 
MacKenzie in Southwest Margaree; John 
Campbell, John Morris Rankin, Owen Dan 
Gillis, and Danny Wright in Mabou; 
Vielle Rustique in Cheticamp; Father 
Eugene Morris and Mary Janet 
MacDonald in Port Hood; Danny Graham 
in Judique; and Buddy MacMaster and 
Robert Gillis in Glencoe Mills; and 
Natalie MacMaster in Creignish. 

"Each community seems to have its 
own particular dance or style," Sadowsky 
said. "We go mostly by·word of mouth. 
We heard that the (Collie) Livingstone 
girls in Judique are dancers, for 

instance, and they told us about people 
they knew." 

An early filming at the Judique 
tennis court stage featured Joe Tec 
Mac Dougall of Port Hawkesbury 
prompting eight dancers. through the 
Saratoga Lancer. 

The stage floor was not ideal for 
d a nci n g . b u t s tepd a n c i n g ech o es 
wonderfully on a raised floor, even· in 
the hot sun. Marion Graham, Patsy 
Gibson, Mary Janet MacDonald, Jessie 
Cameron, Greg Smith. Marold MacDonald, 
Lornie Cameron, and John MacMillan 
were game. and after a break, the 
dancers tried· something none of them 
had never even seen--to recreate the 
eight-handed reel that died out of 
popular use nearly 60 years ago. 

Duncan Francis MacDonald of Little 
Judique was the prompter. Even he had 
only seen the reel once: "when I went 
with my grandmother, Flora MacDonald, 
to visit John MacMillan on the River 

Barbara 
cameraman as 

Denys Mountain. They didn't have 
enough to make the dance, so they made 
me go in." 

The eight-handed reel is all one 
figure, not four different figures like 
the Lancer. It resembles the 'last (and 
seldom performed) figure of the Lancer, 
but with a difference--the eight-handed 
reel Macisaac led the dancers through 
was a more compact dance than the 

.Lancer. 
In one step, the men join hands 

. and circle round the ladies clockwise 
!while the four women inside joined 
hands in a star and turned counter- 
clockwise. 

The figure was so compact that the 
.men had trouble getting their arms 
around--"you women ·are going to have 
to get smaller, " Greg Smith said--so 
compact you could imagine such a dance 
fitting· nicely in a kitchen, somewhere 
between the cookstove anq the pushed­ 
back table. 
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LeBlanc oversees her 
dancers from across the county recreate the eight-handed reel. 
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