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Oh here comes the old black beauty
With her engineer on duty.

She is sure a rolling cutie

On the old Inverness line.

Just a streak by the ocean

Jet propelled in her motion :
Busy wheels won't form corrosion
Oh we hope she'll ne'er resign.

(Sung to the tune of '"Tha Mo Ruin
Air a'Ghille') Composed 1956

Bernard Pothier, curator of
historical research at the Canadian
War Museum in Ottawa shared his
research with Railway enthusiasts at
the Port Hastings Historical Society
meeting on June 18th. His main
interest was the establishment and
building of the 60 miles of track from
Point Tupper to Broad Cove Mines. The
Inverness-Richmond Railway,

known locally as "The Judique Flyer:"

It was a steam engine passenger train,
two coaches .of which are now in

“Inverness at the Miner's Museum.

__ Although he has researched this
railway extensively, he found material
he had not seen before in “he Port
Hastings museums and highly praised
community museums for preserving
Tocal history.
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Orangedale Station - part of the community

Orangedale Station

The day is drawing closer to a time

when it might not be feasible to continue

operating a train station in Orangedale.
The station may have to close its front
door to the railroad industry but the
station also has a back door a door:

to the community where it will always be
an important part of the people it has
served. |f you have ever visited the
village (or rode through on a train)
you might get the impression that the
village was built around the station.
You wouldn't be completly wrong.

The school, hotel, post office, stores, -

manses and churches are just as much a
part of this village as some of them
were before their functions changed.
Some have been adapted to other uses
just as they have been adopted by new
owners, but they still satisfy a need,
they continue to serve with the respect
they have duly earned. -

The Station will be able to do so in
the same way, as it too is both
adaptable and nearing its adoption age-
provided too that the present owners
will be realistic in their maintenance
of the building and not let the repairs
reach that point of heartache where even
the most sentimental and determined of
good souls will have to turn their back
on such a sorry state. That should
not be permitted to happen.

The Orangedale Station Project is
really not a new topic for the people
of Orangedale. It is a part of the
question mark that has loomed over
the surrounding communities for the
past number of years, a question mark
that looms larger and closer each day.

. railroad,

It is common knowledge that the
largest portion of all freight moving i
handled by truck/tractor trailor. We
have been made quite familiar with. the
'piggy-back' as an introduction to
the methods of de-railing CN freight.
The popularity and costly construction
of highways that can get you where

.you're going are in direct reverse to the

activity that has been going into the
That's okay, it's progress,
we still end up paying for what we get,
or what we don't get anymore.

These are basically the facts we're
facing, eventually the Station will
close, but not just yet. There

— are still a few trains to deal with, the
. agents come and go on a regular five-

day-a-week basis, and there are still
passengers to get on and off at
Orangedale Station. The business may
be nothing compared to that of.even the
middle fifties, but so far it's enough
to keep the station operating, and
that's where it counts. That's what

~" is important.

At a time where many creative people
long for a space where they can open
up their own business ventures or carry
on with a hobby that has taken over:*
their residence- the station building
can offer such spaces with grandeur.
Privacy without seclusion to work
independently and yet plenty of room fo
display or workshop area where many
could come and go as they please, these
are qualities we look for in planning

Eleanor Blue
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workable places, Here is one waiting
passively for the opportunity to be
given a new lease on life, Perhaps
the back door was meant to be the
front door-a new approach to the
changing time of possibilities.

If at that time when the Station
operation do cease, surely the
community will be given the
opportunity to take over the
building and ensure its usage over the
next 99 years if possible. Each
person who enters the station has an
idea of how ‘it could be used-even
now while train business still goes
on, there are those who would like to
have permission to use these spaces
that are not actively occupies with
CN operations.

This is what the Orangedale Station
Project is all about-utilizing and
permitting what is to be; in a sense
getting ready for the future and
whatever it may bring.

The printing of the brief presented
last October to the Minister's Advisory
Counci1 on Heritage Property
(Orangedale Station 1886-19867)

r Is another phase in the preparation
towards that day of decision. The day
the question marks will disappear and
we are given the answer.

. HARDWARE :

TRAINS &

“Trains, too had their forerunners
in several places. Years before a
railway was through Inverness County
trains were seen and heard. One
evening, a man who lived a mile
above Mabou River, when returning
from feeding his cattte in the barn,
heard the Sound of a train passing
where no one ever thought it would
pass. He called his wife and

f orerunnens

children, and they all listened

to the clatter of the "Judique

Flyer" as it made its way over the
grassy slopes and wooded hills of
this beautiful countryside.

Contrary to all expectations, when
the railway was built several years
later, the route it took was through
that particular part of the country."

Folklore of Nova Scotia, Mary L. Fraser
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1985 Computer Course

TOPICS: 1) How the computer works

1

2) Making sense of computer
terms

3) What a simple home computer
can do

4) How to do WORD PROCESSING

5) How to write BASIC programs

INSTRUCTOR:
Mathematics and Computer studies and
a BEd with Distinction from M.S.V.U.

Commodore 64, with diskdrive
and printer

DATES: Session 1l: August 12-16
Session 2: August 19-23

Time: 10:00-11:00 A.M. Monday through
Friday

Location: Whycocomagh High School
COST: $20 for a 1-week session
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Barry Waldmanholds a BSC in
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