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""Art is a sharing in what
is essentially human, an
exploration of the mystery
Hhialtails T Niif e

"In painting, writing or
in music, the process of creation
is basically the same, an attempt
to discover the truth of the
human experience, even when the
method varies greatly from
person to person.'

Art that celebrates the
joys of being human, and yet is
unafraid to touch the suffering
and injustice in the world, is,
|\ believe, the most authentic
kind of art."

Cathy Rory MacbDonald

The Politics
of Gaelic

Many theories have been
advanced concerning the reasons
for the demise of the Gaelic
language. Kenneth MacKinnon
in his book The Lion's Tongue,
takes the view, along with many
other writers, that Gaelic was
first rejected by the followers
of The Reformed Church.

This attitude is not shared
by John J. MacEachern, Guidance
Councilor at Mabou Consolidated
School, who interprets this
aspect of Scottish history
political rather than a
religious light.

Sixteenth century Scotland
was a land of two political
cultures. The Lowlands of
English speech were divided
into a French or nationalist
faction and a pro-English faction.
Each sought control of the
crown and used French or English
support to get it. The Highlands,
Gaelic speaking,were unconcerned
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Cathy Rory MacDonald is a
native of Toronto who now lives
and works in Port Hood. Her
interest in drawing and painting
developed early in her life.
After graduation from St.
Michael's College, University
of Toronto with a B.A. in
Art, Cathy took her B.Ed.
Education.

Cathy taught school in
British Columbia for one year
and then moved to Cape Breton
where she was employed as a
French teacher in Mabou and
Whycocomagh. For the past
five months, she has been
working on her art full time--
doing some local commissions
and working towards an exhibition.

Cathy does most of her
paintings in acrylics and her
style is that of a realist.
is the people and scenes
which are familiar to her that
she finds most meaningful to
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paint. People in their own
environment is another speci-
ality. Cathy's work is strongly

influenced by the Renaissance
painters and their techniques,
and the content and themes in
the works of the French painter,
George Rouault.

Cathy does not believe
simply in "art for the sake of
art''--paintings in which the

colours, lines and composition
are technically perfect. To
her 'Yart is religious,''however
this does not mean painting
only religious pictures; it i
creating a painting which wil
touch people in a deep way.
"Going beyond ourselves to
something greater then ourselves.'
The most important thing
to Cathy is to work at something
she hopes she can share in a
creative way with other people,
especially those people around
her. Cathy hopes to give what
she receives from the community

back through her art.
Bonnie MacPhee
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During the weekend of the

24 to 26th of July some dozen
senior L-H'erswith chaperones
from across Cape Breton spent two
beautiful days camping in the
_Margaree area. The weekend
started off getting involved in

a softball game, followed by a
welcome cooling-off at the beach.
On Friday evening the group got
together around the campfire,
toasted marshmellows, sang camp-
fire songs and everyone just

mel lowed out as the evening
progressed.

Saturday was the big day for

the weekend, with everyone up

for breakfast by 8 a.m. Once
breakfast was over, the group got
themselves ready for a canoe

trip that lasted until early
afternoon and covered part of the
beautiful Margaree river. During
the later part of Saturday after-
noon the 4-Hers got involved in
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Because of their pro-English
stand the head of Clan Campbell
adopted the reformed faith. By
doing this the MacDonalds
remained Catholic. At the same
time the Catholicism of the
Gordons turned their enemies
into Protestants. Theological
concerns were of later vintage
and bigotry still later.

Since the MacDonalds and
their allies occupied most of
the West Highlands and Islands
there was an appearance of
Catholicism in the Gaelic areas.
However, the northern and
eastern clans, Gaelic and
Protestant, are last to view
because of their non-strategic
location. Clan Chisholm, an
eastern clan, remained Catholic
because of opposition to their
Protestant neighbour. There

CAMPING in the MARGAREES

a treasure hunt where someé of the

group found all of the clues,
while others didn't make
' the course at all. But it was
exciting whether you finished
or not.

On Saturday night while
.sitting around the fire,

some bright lights in the sky.

After watching these lights for
a whilewe realized that they were

the Northern Lights. They were
beautiful to watch and added
immensely to our evening.

Sunday morning the L-H'ers held
After

their own church service.
the service everyone packed
up their camping equipment and
fifteen very tired 4-Hiers and
chaperones headed home for
a good rest.

Robert McCarron

—

were other exceptions as well.

Once the militant west
Highlands and Islands became
associated with the counter or
Catholic Reformation, it became
very easy to equate Catholic
with Gaelic especially when
the Irish to the west Highlands
acted in common cause against
the English as they always
had done.

My denial of a theological
basis to a claim acceptance
or rejection of the reformed
faith
There were many clerics or
both sides who were deeply
convinced of their own tenets.
A clan chief however, was more
concerned with the survival of
his people as an identifiable

s J.J. MacEachern
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Beginning in September,
Partici-Paper will have a new
editor, Catherine MacDonald of
Port Hood. 4

0f course, Catherine will
influence both the direction
and personality of the paper
because of the many special
skills she will bring to the
editorship. From my acquaintance
with Cathy, | have discovered
that she has considerable know-
ledge of our area, and the
creativity, humor, and imagin-
ation to see the potential

Next deadline: SEPTEMBER 16

S WELCOME CATHY | Y

subject matter that abounds in
the county. In addition, she
has the artistic instincts to
transform this raw material
into highly readable articles.
Cathy is equal to the
challenge of editorship and

is eager to meet her reading public

Contact Cathy soon for

September news!

Catherine MacDonald,

Port Hood, Nova Scotia.

BOE 2WO.

telephone: 787-2431
Mary Anne Ducharme
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exhausted
from the days activity,we noticed

is not to demean religion.

Director’s Desk

FAREWELL

It is with mixed feelings
that we say good bye to yet
another member of the recreation
department staff. Mary Anne
Ducharme has accepted a position
with the Inverness County
Municipal School Board and as
a result this will be her last
edition of Partici-Paper as its
editor. We sincerely wish Mary
success with her teaching career
but we will certainly miss her
dedication and creativity that
has became so evident with
Partici-Paper over the past year
and a half. On behalf of the
staff, the recreation committee
and the municipality | want to
extend a sincere thank you to
Mary for her many efforts
towards improving recreational
opportunities within our
municipality. It was a job

well d 5
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by Willena Peeters

A DUTCH
IMMIGRATION

|@@On November 12, 1898, Maria
Huberta Klaassen was born in
Holland, She was to become
the wife of Henricas Peeters
and the mother of eleven
children. Known in Brookvillage
as Mary Peeters, or simply,
""Grandma!, she was well loved
by many.

As a testimony to that
love, her granddaughter, Willena
Peeters, chose her life story
as the subject of a speech for
L-H public speaking in the
spring of 1979, winning a trophy
for the fine, sensitive manner
in which the speech was written
and delivered. At the time
Willena was only twelve years
‘'old, and so her achievements
in this speech are remarkable
indeed. The speech, here in
its entirety, is timely because
Mary Peeters passed away on
July 29, leaving behind memories
of her that her family and
friends will carry with them
always.

E Gooden

daht. | would
like to tell you a true - life
story. This story is about my
grandmother, Mary Peeters, who
is now 81 years old, and who
loves to tell her grandchildren
about the old days in Holland

and how she came to Canada. It
is a story full of sadness, :
happiness, fear, hope and love.
| will tell it as she relived
it so many times herself in
memory. Her husband, my grand-
father, had just died after a
long sickness.

ﬁ“Henricas, why did you die?

You have .1eft me with eleven
children. | am no longer young.
| am 50 now, and alone. What can
| do? Our youngest is only 7,
so small, so dependent on me.

| hear that thunder again --
another one of those storms that
steal our crops as if the Germans
haven't already stolen enough
from us! We have so little.
How can | feed us all?

You always said, Henricas,
how much you would like to go
to Canada. How you were forever
telling the boys how wonderful
Canada is, how there are many
kinds of work, and how free the
people are there, and all that
room!

Here we are lucky if we can
rent land; never can we hope to
own anything. We are so crowded
on every side, every acre is
taken, every inch of soil, and
that soil, so sandy, so poor.

It has always been so reluctant
to yield anything no matter how
hard we work it. We can't even
get machinery. ;

What will there be here for
our sons and daughters?

So, you said, Canada wants
us; Canada needs people Tike
us. But we've lived here all our
lives. How can we leave behind
all the things and people we
have known and loved? How
| face this unknown future

can
without you, Henricas?

Our son, Bill is a man
now. Perhaps he could go to

find us a farm somewhere-= 3
somewhere. How big Canada is!

ﬁﬁsm did

plane in August of 1950,
found a farm for sale in
Uxbridge, Ontario. It seemed
likely to him that Grandmother
would approve because there
was a Dutch priest nearby who
would help them in this new

go to Canada, by
and

country.
So Bill wrote Grandma, and
soon the long journey began,

a journey from which she would
never go home again.

‘it here,

It took nine days by boat
in January of 1951 for Grandma
to arrive in New York where
she' met her son and they made
what she hoped would be the
last part of a weary trip, a
train ride to Toronto, and then
a car ride to Uxbridge.

However, Grandmother, who
could speak very little English,
and who did not understand
Canadian money, did not trust
the man selling the farm. The
farm was also badly run down and
on the edge of a large woods.

It was a bitter dissappoint-
ment for Grandmother and her
family as they searched and
searched for that place that
could, at last, be called home.

For forty months, they lived
in a factory-built house in
Ajax, Ontario, and during this
time Bill married and moved to
Glenora Falls Cape Breton. The
searching took Grandmother to
Glenora Falls, back to Ontario,
and then a gain to Cape Breton
where Bill found a farm for sale:
the farm on which we live now.

Conditions were far from
ideal and Grandmother remembers
clearly those long years of
hard work.

ﬁﬁ'Oh, Henricas, how

discouraged you would have been
with this farm! There were no
fences, no machinery, and the
barn floorwas rotten. We had
eight cows which were so thin
that when we took them to the
river to drink, they often
stumbled and fell in. The
was rocky and the price for
milk was low. The boys worked
so nard cutting the pulp and
working the farm.

But you would have liked
Henricas, because the
people here are so friendly and
kind. | wouldn't want to go
back to Holland again!

land

If only you were with
us now. We have cleared land,
there .are many more cows, too,
and they are fat from our.good
land. And most important,
this farm is ours. There are
no wars here. We are happy.
How much happier | could be, my
love, if you could share all
this with us."

Willena Peeters
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One is transported to
another, earlier era of time
-as you walk down the stair case
into the Acadian Museum in
Cheticamp. Ladies dressed in
the fashion of the Acadian
heroine Evangeline welcome you
with warm and friendly smiles,
then conduct you on a tour of
the museum which houses historic
artifacts from early Cheticamp.

‘users,

There are tools and equipment
which were hand made by their
the farmers, fishermen
and craftsmen of the Acadian
settlement. Located at the far
wall of the museum is a scene
from the Cheticamp area's firsit
church. Gracing the museum are
beds, tables and other furniture
pieces not to mention old
swords, photos and pictures.
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All

are donated-by Cheticamp and

inhabitants.
|f interested, one can watch

the Evangeline ladies, using
skills and methods passed d?wn
through the ages in rug hooking,
spinning, and weaving. The
beautiful mats and placements

are sold in the gift shop lgcaEed
on the upper floor of the building.

continqu_on page eight
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