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EpITor’s NOTEBOOK - INVERNESS COUNTY. REGREATION, TOURISM, CULTURE AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE J

In the pages of this issue, we salute those volunteers who have been nominated by their organizations
as Volunteer of the Year. These are by no means all of the volunteers who so unselfishly give of
themselves each and every day, there are hundreds more of them in Inverness County who work hard
to make our lives better. Some of them have been honoured with a nomination in years past, and some
of them will be nominated in the coming years. To all of our Inverness County volunteers, we thank
you from the bottom of our hearts for the outstanding contributions that you make to our
communities. Oursalute to this year’s nominated Volunteers begins on page 9 of this issue.
N . We C(?ngratulate the winners of the 34th Annual County Cribbage Tournament which was

: held in Scotsville on Sacurday, April 16th. Twenty-cight teams filled the Scotsville Firehall fora fun

Editor day of competition and socializing. The photos of the winners of both divisions (First Placeand
Runner’s Up) appear on the back page of this issue.

The Seniors’ Games, an event that I always look forward to, is on schedule for Saturday, June 4th, at the Inverness
Education Centre/Academy. The games are open to all county residents 50+ years of age. Activities include some friendly
competition, food, entertainment, socializing, informative workshops and lots of fun. Registration for the Games is being
taken by local Seniors clubs throughout Inverness County. I hope that I'll see you there. See page 21 for more information.

Also planned for June, the ladies of the Celtic Quilt Guild will host their annual " Celiic Quilt Guild Spring Show and
Sale" at the Belle Cote Community Centre, 10615 Cabot Trail. This event will take place, Saturday, June 1 1th,10:00 am to
5:00 pm and Sunday June 12th, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Formore information, see the bottom of page 25.

Now that the snow has melted and the days are getting longer, why not get a group together to take advantage of the
Communities in Bloom grants thatare available through the Recreation/Tourism Department? These grants (ofup to $500
on a cost shared 50/50 basis) enable residents to work together to improve the appearance of their communities, as well as
maintain and focus on a greener, healthier environment. For more information on how you can become involved, contact
your local development association or the Recreation/Tourism office at (902) 787-2274.

We thank all of the festival and events organizers who have been sending in their 2011 festival and events schedule
information to the Recreation/Tourism Department. The Summer & Fall Events brochure will be delivered to mailboxes in
late in May. When itarrives, take time to look it over and make plans to take in some of the events this year.

Dancing Around Inverness Countyis another excellent brochure to have on hand. This brochure highlights our cultural
centres and weekly square dances and ceilidhs and providesa listing with contact information for each facility with directions
on how to get there. These brochures are available at the centres and dance halls and at visitor information centres on Cape
Breton Island, as well as through the Municipal Recreation/Tourism office at 375 Main Street, Port Hood.

Lasc but not least, don't forget to take a moment to thank the people who so selflessly give of themselves, those
wonderfully caring and compassionate people in your community who volunteer and ask for nothing in return.
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
HELPING TO FIND YOUR
InverNEss CounTy ROOTS

by Dr Jim St. Clair

PusLicaTION:

Some Early Scots in Maritime Canada, (Volume I)
by Terrence Punch, and published by the
Genealogical Publishing Company, 3600 Clipper
Mill Road, Suite 260, Baltimore, Maryland,
21211-1953, USA. The

Census RECORDS FOR FIRST NATIONS FAMILIES

N WHYCOCOMAGH AND MALAGAWATCH:

The every name censuses of 1901 and 1911 are

readily available on the worlwide web.

Www.automatedgenealogy.com will take the
researcher to a listing of the

publication is available by
mail from the publisher at a
cost of $30 (plus postage.)
For further information
check their website at:
http://www.genealogical.com

What genealogists value most is not the
“things” that we owned while we lived.
Genealogists value the tales and
ephemera which provide the evidence of
who we were - that which allows them to
“weave” the fabric of our lives.

various divisions found in
Inverness County.

For example, the 1911
census for the First Nations’
families is very useful. It
supplies not only every name

Terry Punch - well known
in genealogical circles and
the resident expert on genealogy for Maritime
Noon on CBC radio - has abstracted from
newspaper records censuses, probate documents,
passenger lists and other material found in the
provincial archives.

This publication contains helpful maps
(particularly of the various ecclesiastical divisions
in the Highlands and Islands), a substantial
bibliography and an index of every surname, thus
providing a useful and well-ordered document for
both the beginning researcher and the more
experienced compiler of family trees and local
histories.

Background material concerning the Gaels and
the English-speaking Scots is also very useful in
coming to understand the context in which the
large emigration took place over the more than
half-a-century from 1773 through to the first
decades of the 1800’s.

For libraries, historical societies and museums,
this well printed volume is a must. Individuals
too will want to have this publication handy for
easy access in their own collections.

in each household burt also the
birthdates, as provided by the informants.
Additionally, the occupations are listed, as are the
relationships between the members of the
household.

Although the listing states, “Malagawatch
Reserve,” that same entry will take the researcher
to both the Whycocomagh Community and those
people living at Malagawarch (the Denys,
Doucette’s, Herney’s, Basque’s and Joe families.)

In Whycocomagh the following household
names may be found: Basquer (with the first name
being Simon Basquer, who is listed as “Captain.”),
Bernard, Cabon, Christmas, Googoo, Gould, Isaac,
Louis, Maurice, Nevin, Nicholes, Pullet, Silliboy,
Stephens and Tom.

While the majority of the occupations listed are
the usual - “farmer,” “carpenter,” “basket worker,”
“cooper,” it is of interest to note that several
people are listed as “trappers,” and”ditch diggers,”
with Stephen Cabon identified as “water works
excavation.” Was this the start of the
Whycocomagh water system?

For people interested in First Nations families

Continued page 4... ANCESTORS

We salute our volunteers and thank them
for all that they do in our communities!

The Participaper - Vol 32, No 2

Page3




Continued from page 3... ANCESTORS
and in migration patterns, this census, when
combined with the 1901 and 1871 censuses, is
useful in providing specific information about
individuals and families.

TIDBITS FROM NEWSPAPERS:

Newspapers on file at the Beaton Institute
and at the Public Archives of Nova Scotia,
plus in some local holdings (museums or
historical societies for example,) provide
useful information for researchers involved
with family accounts and regional history.

Newpapers are replete with the kind of
background material which brings to life
the activities of twigs on a family tree. For
instance, the North Sydney Herald, in its issue of
February 9, 1887, carried an account of Thomas
Boudrot(sic) of Cheticamp who was one of five
crewmen who survived the wreck of the schooner
‘C. Graham’ at Shad Bay, on its journey from
Bermuda to Halifax.

Boudrot “a wiry, weather-beaten, honest, French
Acadian sailor of about forty-five,” told the story of
heavy gales and high seas and huge breakers off the
coast of Nova Scotia. He told of jumping into the
ocean and using the mast as a bridge to a nearby
rock known as 'Dover Castle.' The five survivors
spent thirty-six hours in bitter cold on the rock
which is said to be ten yards wide, twenty yards
long and eighty-feet above sea level.

In the same paper in March, the proceedings of
the Municipal Council are reported. Among them
was a petition that was presented in Port Hood on
behalf of Reverend John Ross and others of
Margaree through their councillors Tompkins and
Hart. The petition requested that a “police
division” be established. The council appointed a
committee to look into the martter. Further action
of Council reported in this issue, involved paying
Angus McDonald for providing locks for the Court
House and for removing garbage from the “Court
House Square.” It also agreed to pay Alexander
McLellan of Egypt, S.W. Margaree, for’laying out
a road.” Furthermore, the council appointed
Charles Mclntosh as assessor for Pleasant Bay.

And Council was requested, through a report
submitted by Councillor McMillan, to abolish
the ferry at West Lake Ainslie.

Page 4

In 1888, in the issue of 4th of April, the same
newspaper carried an obituary for Neil Campbell
of The Boom, Inverness County, aged 85 and a
“native of 'Sorne' Isle of Mull, Scotland who had
emigrated to Cape Breton in 1830.” The

obituary noted that, “in his younger days he

was considered the greatest Highland Piper

in Cape Breton.” His brother-in-law was
Alexander McEachern, J.P. and also the
postmaster at The Boom.

SOURCES:

Birth and Baptism Records for Central and Western
Cape Breton in the 18205 and the 1830's from the
records of Reverend John MacLennan of Belfast,
Prince Edward Island as compiled by James St.
Clair and printed by Mabou Communications
Led., may be consulted at a number of museums
and archives.

There are more than three hundred entries
sorted alphabetically by names of fathers, mothers
and children. The entries are Presbyterian and
mostly confined to communities around the Bras
d'Or Lakes, Lake Ainslie and the Strait of Canso.
The maiden names of mothers are provided in
most cases and birth as well as the baptismal dates
are included. No other combined birth and
baptism records for this area of Inverness County
are to be found.

The Diary of Mary Wood Smith of Smithville,
Inverness County - 1891. Copies of Mary’s diary
may be consulted at a number of archives and
museums as well as at the Beaton Institute at Cape
Breton University, where the original is on file.

Born in Ripton, Yorkshire, England, in 1812,
Mary arrived in Cape Breton as a young child. She
was raised on Isle Madame and spent most of her
life in Smithville, between Lake Ainslie and
Glendyer.

Most of her diary has been lost but the entries
for one year survive. In this she had recorded the
names of visitors to her house who had come from
many areas including Margaree, mainland Nova
Scotia, Port Hood, Mabou etc. Her entries give us
insights into the nature of rural life and the
weather. The diary provides good background
material as well as specific names. For example,

ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continues page 5...
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ANCEsTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 4...
the entry dated 2nd of April 1891 stated that it
had been... “A nice mild morning, cloudy but the
sun shone out before noon. Sarah hung the
cloths(sic) out. Lewis [her son] has gone to the
funeral [of Malcolm Macleod of Brook Village]
and has gone on to the Bridge [Mabou Village] to
get his money. Children just home from school.

It is a nice spring-like evening. Poor Ada took her
father's death very hard. The corps(sic) of the two
Phillips brothers came on their way to Margaree to
be buried. The roads very bad. The horse
stumbled and he [Lewis] got a bad toss over his
head.”

RESEARCH AIDS:
Crown Lands Information Management Centre:

The Crown Lands Information Management
Centre is the location for the storage and
maintainenance of archival material relating to
land grant records. Here, index sheets showing
land grants are available for viewing as well as for
copying. Copies of the original land grants are
also available - the charge is $6.73 plus applicable
taxes.

The archives also includes, in a separate storage
area in the building, the originals of any
correspondence concerning land grants. Many of
the properties acquired by people in Inverness
County were assigned only after letters requesting

the same were sent. These letters have not been
copied, therefore, it is necessary to either travel to
the office and ask to see the correspondence
behind a specific grant number, or, request copies
by mail.

Much information not found in digitized records
or in printed information concerning land grants
may be found through this source.

It is also important to know that the
contemporary index sheets do not always contain
items relating to earlier grants for land which were
not fulfilled for some reason, or for land which was
reassigned by the provincial government.

Sometimes, it may be possible to get one of the
assistants on site to share with a researcher copies
of earlier index sheets or maps for specific areas,
such as for Judique or Cheticamp, which show
names not on later assembled maps.

It is possible to access images of the index sheets
on the web, for consultation and to determine
which map a researcher might wish to order:
htep://www.gov.ns.ca/natr/library/oldmaps2.asp

The Church Maps:

Ambrose Church was hired by the Province of
Nova Scotia in 1864, to crearte a series of maps —
one for each of the eighteen counties. Listed on
these topographic maps are towns and villages, the
names of residents and, quite often, the

AncesTors UNLIMITED continues page 6...

per page.
Consolidated Index of Grants

How to order materials from the Record Centre:

£t

CrOWN LAND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT CENTRE LAND GRANTS AND GRANT PETITIONS - INFORMATION

The Crown Land Information Management Centre houses copies of all original land grants for the Province of Nova
Scotia. We also have copies of the land grants for the Province of New Brunswick prior to 1784 - after which it became
a separate province. Copies of the grants are available from our office. The charge is $6.73 plus applicable taxes.
The Centre also houses the grant petition papers for grants issued after the early 1850's. The earlier petitions, if
available, are on file at the Public Archives of Nova Scotia. The cost for copies of the grant petitions papers is $1.12

our Consolidatgd I'ndex prran is an alphabetical listing of the grants. This is a very useful tool if one does not
know the locqnon in which their ancestors were granted land or to see if they ever received a grant. The Centre also
has many miscellaneous plans that may be of interest to anyone involved in genealogy.

The Record Centre is found on the 5th floor of Founders Square, 1701 Hollis Street, Halifax. We are open from 8:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. from Monday to Friday. Visitors are always welcome and are requested to use the telephone on the Sth
floor to dial 3171 for access to the office. There is a search fee of $33.63 per hour. This includes advising, assisting and
copying material. It applies to all services provided whether in person, by telephone, e-mail, or regular mail, except
to provincial government departments. The search fee is pro-rated for time actually used. The former service charge is
now included in the search fee. Written inquiries can be sent to P.0. Box 698, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3] 2T9 or e-mailed
to crownland@gov.ns.ca. Our telephone number is (902) 424-3171. Our payment policy is the same as that of the
library, however the Record Centre may send out Postal C.0.D. for an additional charge of $6.73.

[Source: Crown Land Information Management Centre website.]
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ANCESTORS UNLIMITED continued from page 5...

occupations of individuals as located. As well,
several communities such as Port Hood,
Whycocomagh and Mabou, are also shown in
more derailed boxes with location of streets and
the locations of churches, schools, mills, forges,
tanneries etc. The maps for Cape Breton were
created in the later years of Church's work in the
1880s. The maps are very helpful to locate
individuals in their communities, to show old
roads and trails, and to help in comparing to the
entries in the 1871 and the 1881 censuses. The
Inverness County section comes in two parts.
Each map costs $15.00 and may be ordered from
the library of the Crown Lands Information
Management Centre, Attention: Library,

1701 Hollis Streer, 3rd Floor, Founders Square,
PO Box 698, Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3] 2T9.

QUERIES:

1) Information for family research is required
concerning a Caprain James Moore, who married
Flora MacNeil in the mid-1800s. This Captain
Moore does not appear to be James Moore, son of
Andrew, of Mabou and Pleasant Bay.

2) Who has information about Susan Maclntyre
of Margaree(?) who married Donald MacKinnon
who had Quebec connections? She was born
about 1820 and was the mother of Mary, born ca.

1847 married to a Deagle; Catherine born ca.
1848 married to John Deagle; Elizabeth born ca.
1853; Ann b. (?); Effie and Maleta, born ca. 1859.
Susan appears to have died before 1885 when her
husband married a second time.

3) For a family history, information is sought
concerning the descendants of James MacLellan
and Ann (Ross) MacLellan (1851-1938) of the
Whycocomagh area. The children are listed as:1.
John Archibald McLellan of Wilburn; 2. Ann
McLellan, born 1870, of Skye Mountain; 3. John
McLellan, born 1877, resided Inverness; 4. James
Angus McLellan, born 1878; 5. Mary Margaret,
born 1880, married in Glace Bay to Thomas
Nowland and Peter Anderson; 6. Katherine
McLellan, born 1883, married Lauchlin Mclntyre,
resided Glace Bay; 7. Daniel McLellan, born
1889, resided Dominion; 8. Barbara McLellan,
born 1892, married Daniel Coady, resided New
Waterford.

Searching for information on:

A Second World War soldier: K. MacLean, Cape
Breton, serial number F771653. The name and
serial number are carved into the stone of a wall in
Normandy, France. A photograph of the item may
be found on the Facebook page for MacDonald
House Museum (East Lake Ainslie.) The person
who took the picture wishes to send it to relatives.

MEETING OF NS MUSEUMS

enthusiasts to the provincial gathering.

The Spring Conference and the Annual Meeting of the Association of Nova Scotia Museums
(formerly known as the Federation of Nova Scotian Heritage) will take place at Tatamagouche on
the 28th, 29th and 30th of April. The sessions will be held at the Tatamagouche Centre, 259 Loop
Road, Route 6 Tatamagouche. Housing is available at the Centre.

While detailed information and registration forms are to be found on the website of the
Association: www.ansm.ns.ca. The sessions will engage participants in examining news ways of
providing the “messages” of museums, of planning for better and more inter-active displays and
learning how to “design accessible programming for Schools.”

The keynote speaker will be Dr. Dean Oliver of the Canadian War Museum who will share his
experience at that institution and will offer challenges to other museums.

The Association is now providing a service of ordering equipment at somewhat reduced rates for
members. These include PC's , laptops, scanners, voice recorders and support equipment.

At its Annual Meeting on Saturday morning, the Association will discuss the possible change of
time of the Annual Meeting and Spring Conference to the autumn, the establishment of a new
awards program plus receive reports and financial statements.

All museums in the County are encouraged to bring the voices of Inverness County heritage

Page 6

The Participaper - Vol 32, No 2







