THe PaRrTICIPAPER

AN [nverness County PeriobicaL

 Dohald MacLellan of Skye Glen S
Inverneas Coumty Valuntegr of the Year 2008

In 'thS issue:
o : Ancesfors Unhmﬂed LT
Local STuden'rs Story is Short Lusfed for- Award
*  Volunteer Awards

Sfudems Nominate Your Teacher for' un ward!
: . Whycocomagh Eco-Centre .
. Seniors' Games Noﬂce
Cnbbage Championships Re.sults
WoodlowanersNews ;

_GolzaNoz pril/May/June 2
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CUrTURE AND COMMUNTTY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE REPORT

Summer/FaiL EVENTs BrocHURE:

Summer 2008 will be a busy one in
Inverness County! Our annual Summer &
; Fall Events brochure will be in mailboxes
by the end of May. A listing of festivals and events in
Inverness County are also available'on our website at
www.invernessco.com. Thank you to all who provided
us with the festivals & events information for this
year’s brochure and best of luck to all the organizing
committees!
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SENIOR GAMES:
On Saturday June 7, the 2008 Senior Games will take
place at the Inverness Academy on Cabot Street in'
Inverness. The games are open to all county residents
50+ years. Activities include a lirtle friendly
competition with cards, horseshoes and darts. New
this year is a Scrabble competition. There will also be
entertainment, socializing, informative workshops and
lots of fun.

Registration for the Senior Games is being taken by
local Senior clubs throughout Inverness County. See
page 26 of this issue for more information on the 2008

Senior Games.

COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT!

Once again the Municipality is offering a
Communities in Bloom grant to communities
throughout Inverness County. Communities in Bloom
is a community enhancement program that enables
residents to work together to improve on the
appearance of their community as well as maintain and
focus on a greener, healthier environment.
Communities in Bloom grants are available through
the Recreation/Tourism Department on a 50/50 basis
up to a maximum of $500. For more information on
how you can get involved, contact your local
development association or the Recreation/Tourism

office at 787-2274.

InveRNESS COUNTY RECREATION &

CoNTINUING EDuCATION PROGRAMS!

It’s time to start thinking about fall programming
already! This is the time of year our school and
community programmers are in search of ideas and

Continued on page 31... RECREATION NEWs
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by Dr. Jim St. Clair

ANCESTORS UNLIMITED
Herring To FIND YOUR
InvERNESS COUNTY ROOTS

SOURCES

For many searchers, the investigative journey leads
to a ship which did not return and thus to a mystery
about what happened to an ancestor who might
have been onboard. Two items may be of help:
I. Nova Scotia Vessels Shipwrecked or Disabled
in United States Coastal Waters (1875-1914),
compiled by John Victor Duncanson, is available
from West Hants Historical Society, Box 2355,
Windsor, Nova Scotia, BON 2T0. Cost is $24.00
plus mailing costs.

proper climate conditions. If their hard work and
dedication come to fruition, future generations are
sure to look back with gratitude for the visionaries
involved in this project.

Through the kindness of the members and staff
of the Chestico Museum who have been working
through the extensive holdings of material relating
to all of Inverness County, the following are
samples of the interesting archival material now
in their collection.

I. An indenture dated

2. Ships and Seafarers of
Atlantic Canada, an
interactive CD from the
Maritime History Archive,
Memorial University of
Newfoundland, St. John’s,
Newfoundland. This CD
contains several data
bases with listings of vessels registered in 10 ports
in Atlantic Canada, with files of names of masters
and seamen - 182,000 seamen and 20,000
masters - their ports of call and voyages. In
addition, a third database contains samples of crew
agreements.

It may be helpful to know that the Archives of
both Dalhousie University and the Maritime
Museum of the Atlantic have extensive holdings
of material on ship owners and builders as well as
information on masters and mates for the period
from 1787 and 1920. To ensure that staff is
available to assist a researcher, a telephone call to
these archives would be helpful.

PRIMARY MATERIAL AVAILABLE AT THE
CHesTico Museum IN PorT Hoobp

The Chestico Museum Society is seriously engaged
in planning a suitable building to house a treasure
trove of Inverness County archival material under
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If the Chestico Museum Society's hard
work and dedication come to fruition,
future generations are sure to look back
with gratitude for the visionaries

involved in this project.

the 6th of April 1837
between James Pringle.
“carpenter of Judique in
the County of Juste au
Corps™ and Peter Smyth,
Merchant of Port Hood
regarding a piece of land,
parts of lots seventeen,
eighteen and nineteen, “granted to William Watts
and formerly occupied by John Hammond ...butted
and bounded... on the West by the road leading
through Port Hood, on the North by John
Campbell, on the East by land in possession of
Widow Ridgway and on the South by John L.
Tremain.” Peter Smyth pays thirty pounds of
“Lawful money of Nova Scotia.” This document
is interesting for the number of names it contains.

2. An indenture dated 23rd of November in 1870
between John McRae of Margaree, “farmer,” and
his wife Catherine McRae “of the one part” and
John Gillis of “said Margaree, joiner.... of the other
part.” John Gillis is to pay five hundred and twenty
dollars of “lawful money for a parcel of land “on
the eastern side of the Harbour of said Margaree,”
bounded by "lands in occupation of heirs of Lazar
White, toward the East by crown land, toward the
South by land of Charles Chesson and toward the

Continued next page...ANCESTORs
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Continued from previous page...ANCESTORs
West by the river side, containing one-hundred
acres.” It is part of the land which Jedore Chesson
obtained by grant in 1837. The deed is witnessed
by Farquhar McRae, |.P.

While the names may be spelled

Hays River in preparation for a coal mine.
Landsdowne is a name that is no longer used and
has been replaced by Rosedale Road. The
document is of interest as it
suggests that coal may have

incorrectly and White is certainly
originally a LeBlanc, the
document is a good insight into
the way land was described
without any measurements. The
document is one of many found
in the papers of the late A.D.
MacLellan, Surveyor.

3. An interesting document in the

been found along the shores
of Lake Ainslie on the
McDougall property.

EARLy ScHoOL IN WHYCOCOMAGH
One of the early schools in
Whycocomagh was that
conducted as “School District,
No. 29", by Archibald
Campbell. The account of the
school is found in the

Peter Smyth papers is a reply by
William McKeen of Mabou, “as
Colonel commanding the Ist Batt. of Cape Breton
Militia” regarding a complaint issued in 1855 by
Peter Smyth. Smyth has apparently written to
William Wallace of Halifax, head of the Militias in
Nova Scotia, regarding an action by McKeen. In
reply, McKeen points out that Smyth has not taken
out a commission in the Militia and so has no
right to take part in the meeting of the officers of
the Battalion. McKeen defends his action in not
informing Smyth of the meeting. He requests
Wallace to undertake an official investigation into
the matter. This is an insight into the somewhat
constant ongoing conflict between the two
merchants and points out the structure of the
militia in the area.

4. In the MacLellan papers, at the Chestico
Museum, a carefully written letter is found, dated
[ April 1902. The writer is Malcolm |. Campbell
of “Landsdowne”, although he points out that the
Campbells receive their mail through Brook
Village. Campbell wishes MacLellan to come to
do some surveying, “as soon as it suits you.”
Campbell (known locally as one of “the Cooper
Campbells), gives clear directions for arriving at
his property and reminds MacLellan that he came
to their place some years earlier and stayed at his
father, John Campbell’s place. At the time, he was
surveying a piece of land at Rory McDougall's at
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documents in the Nova Scotia
Archives in “Inverness County School Papers.”
The report is for one half of the year 183I.

In the report of the trustees to the authorities
in Halifax, the names of the students (of which
there were thirty-one) and their parent or guardian
are listed. The ages of the young people and the
number of days they attended school are included.
There are “McPhaddens” and Campbells and
“Carmichaels” as well as McDonalds, Williamses,
MclLeans and Mathesons. The ages range from
Isabel Williams, age 5, to John Carmichael age 19.
The document also states that the parents agree
to pay an equal share to that supplied by the
Province of Nova Scotia. The salary of the teacher
is to be “sixty pounds per annum” with an
additional allowance for "boarding, lodging and
washing at the rate of 8 shillings per week.” The
document also states that “the people have fulfilled
their engagement with the teacher and the trustees
are satisfied with his conduct in the school.”
Donald Campbell and Henry Williams sign the
document as trustees. The names of the children
and their ages would be very helpful to anybody
researching those families. Archibald Campbell
came to live at North Lake Ainslie in later years.
There are many such items regarding Inverness
County Schools at the Public Archives and Record
Management building in Halifax.

Continued next page... ANCEsTORs
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CONNECTIONS ACROSS THE OCEAN VIA EMAIL

Many researchers are finding people in other
parts of the world who wish to communicate
regarding Inverness County families and to share
information. One such individual is Allan
MacDonald, Commissioner of the Clan Donald
Association and a descendant of the MacDonalds
of the Island of Vallay of North Uist, Outer
Hebrides, Scotland. He resides in New Zealand
but is attempting to establish connections with
descendants of the MacDonald family formerly of
Vallay (Bhalaigh).

MacDonald has been interested to learn of the
large number of MacDonald families who arrived
in Inverness County from North Uist. One of these
families is that of his distant relatives who lived at
The Head of the Bay or Iron Mines as it is known
today.

Ronald George MacDonald, born at Vallay about
1810, came to Cape Breton in 1828 or 1829. He
died in 1893 and is buried in Stewartdale Cemetery.
His descendants are now found in the State of
Washington, in North Dakota, as well as in
Louisiana and in Texas - and perhaps in other
places as well.

One of the sons of Ronald George and Margaret

(MacKinnon) MacDonald, Duncan MacDonald,
born in 1843, is found in the 901 census in
Houston, Texas, with his sister Christina and a son
William. Another son, Allan, born in 1847, is
located in North Dakota. His wife was Jane
Cameron of West Bay. A third son, Hugh, born in
1835, took up residence in New Orleans, Louisiana.
The fourth brother, Alexander, b. 1853, died in 1885
- his will is on file in the probate office in Port
Hood. The fifth brother, Donald McLean
MacDonald, b. in 1856, is listed as "Dan” on the
1901 census for Whycocomagh but seems to
disappear from the records.

A cousin, William MacDonald, went directly
from Scotland to British Columbia. He came to
be a noted politician and member of the Senate of
Canada.

Allan MacDonald of New Zealand is hoping to
find MacDonald descendants of this family who
would be willing to submit DNA evidence to show
their connection to this family now located in many
places in the world. Thus, genealogical research
develops through email, internet and DNA
comparisons. If anyone knows of other members
of this (Vallay of North Uist) family, please contact
the Editor. ®

VALLAY (BHALAIGH)

Asmall uninhabited island of the Outer Hebrides, Vallay (Gae!l: Bhalaigh) is located off the northern coastline
of North Uist. Covering an area of 260 ha (642 acres) the island is 234 miles (4 km) in length but never more
than a half-mile (1km) wide. One of the drying islands of North Uist, Vallay can be accessed across the sand at
low tide.

Withapopulation peaking at 59 in the mid-19th century, Vallay was deserted by the latter part of the 20th
century. Today visitors can see a group of ruined buildings including the remains of Vallay House, an ominous
mansion built by Erskine Beveridge, a Fife businessman and amateur archaeologist.

Vallay is also known for its sea birds and has several ancient relics, duns, chapel ruins and standing stones.

[The above was excerpted from the Gazetteer for Scotland (http://www.geo.ed.ac.uk/scotgaz/gaztitle.html).
The following description of the Gazetteer can also be found there: “The Gazetteer for Scotland is a vast
geographical encyclopaedia, featuring details of towns, villages, bens and glens from the Scottish Borders to
the Northern Isles. The first comprehensive gazetteer produced for Scotland since 1885, it includes tourist
attractions, industries and historical sites, together with histories of family names, biographies of famous
people and descriptions of historical events associated with Scotland. The network of connections between all
of these entries make this gazetteer unique. Visitors will also find we have included the text of Groome's 19th
Century Ordnance Cazetteer of Scotland in our entries to provide a historical perspective. With at least 16016
detailed entries, the Gazetteer is already the largest Scottish resource available on the web, yet it is growing
constantly.”] Ed Note: A possible resource for those searching for Ancestors.
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