Focus on wvolunteers!

Don't miss it!
In celebration of National Book Week:

"As true as I'm sittin' here "
Rattling good Cape Breton stories

served up traditional style

Saturday, April 24, 1 pm
Trois Pignons, Cheticamp
admisssion free
refreshments served

"And it's as true as I'm sitting
here"-- said with unmistakable
conviction, with the speaker

leaning forward, gazing directly

into the eyes of the listener,
with the ghostly remnants of a
story hovering somewhere in
the air of the room -- this line is
one of the trademarks of Cape
Breton storytellers.

The National Book Week
Committee, the Helen
Creighton Foundation, artsCape
Breton, and the Inverness
County  Recreation-Tourism
Department sponsor an
unusual oral story-telling event
in Cheticamp's Trois Pignons
on April 24th at 1 pm. There is
no charge for this event and
refreshments will be served.

Four well-known oral
storytellers -- Archie Neil
Chisholm, Dianna Denny, Laura
Aucoin and Sandy Cameron --
team up with people who have
integrated oral tradition into
written and other styles of
presentation. Providing
commentary and perspective on
the various traditions are
Murdina Marshall, Daniel
Aucoin, Jim Watson, and Mary
Anne Ducharme. Richard

MacKinnon, folklorist and
professor at the University
College of Cape Breton rwill
moderate  discussions, and
Chris King, president of
artsCape Breton, will MC the
event. Tales in the cadences
of four of our major cultures--
Micmac, English, Gaelic, and
Acadian French -- will be told
and interpreted in this unusual
event.

Some think that the oral
tradition is endangered and
that the "original" stories should

be kept "pure" for archivists

and for future generations.
Others think that it is the
nature of storytelling to be
transformed as the audience
changes, and that oral literature
remains in the living culture
because it adapts to suit the
times. While the practice of
story telling is very much alive
in Cape Breton, it is being
recast into new forms. Oral
stories are becoming integrated
into plays, novels, short stories,
non-fictional works and
academic studies.

There is no doubt that our oral
tales -- outrageous, ghostly,
humorous, poetic, serious,

Not since the CBC Radio Show "Archie Neil's Cape Breton"
has there been an opportunity for islanders to enjoy, on

. a regular basis, oral storytelling. Some think that this part
of Cape Breton's "national heritage" is endangered. Others
say that.it remains at the heart of the living cuiture, but is
transformed -- into print and performing arts.

"As true as I'm sittin' here," is an event during National Book
Week during which you can again hear rattling good Cape
Breton stories told in person by four storytellers who know how
to use voice and manner to frighten, intrigue, or make you
laugh! Don't miss this chance to recapture the magic of

the oral story, and to discuss the past, present, and future

of the oral storytelling art.

historical, ingenious-- remain
at the root of Cape Breton's
"national heritage," and are
providing inspiration to new
generations. We need to focus
more attention on this aspect of
our heritage and to find a
means to more regularly
showcase the many oral
storytellers who remain the
tradition-bearers of our times.
Not since the CBC radio show
"Archie Neil's Cape Breton"
which ended in 1982 has there
been a format that regularly
brings us the down-to-earth joy
of a rattling good Cape Breton
story. We need to hear more
often the likes of Dan Angus
Beaton, Archie Neil Chisholm,

Jim St. Clair, Hector
MacDonald, Paddy MacDonald,
Father John Angus Rankin, Joe
Neil MacNeil, Joe Delaney,
Laura Aucoin, Buddy
MacMaster, and the scores of
others who enlivened the
airwaves of CBC from 1979 to
1982. The organizers hope that
'As true as I'm sitting

! .
bere," will spark renewed
interest in hosting other oral
story telling events and will

provide a broader stage in the
future.

Make up your own mind as you
listen -- and if you like, join in
the informal discussion!
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‘Vo[unteer
Recognition
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On Thursday, April 22, 7 pm,
Inverness County volunteers will by bonoured by
Municipal Council
at the Municipal Building in Port Hood.

The MC for the event is Daniel Rankin,
and the guest speaker is
Morag Grabam of Judique.

Cribbage Winners
On Saturday, March 27 at the Mabou Community Hall, 26 teams participated in the
annual Cribbage Tournament, judged by Alex MacNeil. In the winning division,
with 34 points were Jim Gillis and Jody Poirier of Inverness. In the runner-up

division, with 29 points were Angus MacDonald and Francis MacDonald of

Glendale. The event was co-sponsored by the Mabou Minor Hockey Association,
which provided a delicious meal, and the Recreation/T'ourism Department. . Game
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Angus and

workers were Barbara Cummings, Debbie MacLean and Leona Maclnnis.
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Two Line Dancing Courses

The Recreation/Tourism Department
will sponsor a "Line Dancing" course on
Saturday, May 29 (time and location
TBA). It is open to all ages and is sure
to be lots of fun! There is a special
session designed specifically for senior
citizens. Pre-registration is required on
or before May 14.

On May 28, an instructor training
workshop will be help for anyone
interested in becoming a Line Dance
instructor. If you're interested, let us
know! For further information or to
register for either of the above courses,
contact the Recreation/Tourism Office at
787-2274.

Port Hastings
Cribbage

There will be a cribbage tournament at
the Port Hastings Fire Hall on Saturday,
April 24, sponsored by the Port
Hastings Historical Society. Registration
is at 1 pm and play begins at 2 pm.
The prizes are $200. for 1st, $100. for
2nd; and $50. for 3rd.

Summer Events
Brochure

The Recreation/Tourism Department is
now collecting informaion on summer
activities that will be included in our
1993 Summer Events Brochure.
Printing will be done in May, and made
available to the public in early June.

This brochure has become a valued
source of information, both to local
residents and the travelling public. If is
also mailed to potential visitors from
across Canada and the U.S. who contact
this office for information on the
County.

If your organization or hall will be
holding one or more events between
June and October 1993, we would lie
to know the derails. All activities of
interest and open to the public are
welcome, i.e. festivals, outdoor events,
museum hours, craft shows, suppers,
bingos, races, and etc.

Information will be accepted until May
7. When sending information, please
include details on time, location, and
admission fee to your event. Complete
schedules of daily events for festivals
will be printed.
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Heritage
[ocator map
to be launched

The unveiling of Iona
Connection's Heritage Locator

Map will take place on Saturday,
May 15 at 10 am at the Alexander

Graham Bell Museum in Baddeck.

The spring meeting of members of
the Iona Connection Co-operative
will follow at 11 am.

Book Festival
cut by

Canada Council
P

This year may see the last National
Book Festival, and the Nova Scotia |
Writer's Federation is urging the
public to make it clear that this
"cultural erosion" and "unworthy
cut" by Canada Council is not
acceptable.

Canada Council recently
eliminated this celebration of
Canadian books and authors, and
Sylvia Gunnery, president of WENS
asks everyone who is concerned to
voice dismay by writing letters to
politicians in Province House or
Parliament Hill as well as to
editorial columns in newspapers.

"We need your help," says Ms.
Gunnery, "and we need materials
such as photographs of Book
Festival events, and comments
which underline the value of this
Book Festival Week. It is
important that we have names of
specific places and people so that
the photos and quotes which you
may be able to gather will have a
personal  touch. What we've
planned is a photo essay which
will be offered for publication in
newspapers across our province.”

Send your support materials to:
Sylvia Gunnery

Writers' Federation of Nova Scotia,
Suite 901, 1809 Barrington Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia, B3] 3K8

Telephone (902) 423-8116
FAX (902) 422-0881







