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"The seed of future things is in ourselves" 
by Mary Anne Ducharme 

{: 

In 1942, Father Leo Sears stood on 
the pulpit in Reserve Mines 
determined to pay tribute to a fiery 
little priest on the fortieth 
anniversary of his ordination. From 
the sanctuary, the irritable voice of 
72 year old Father Jimmy 
Tompkins insisted that it was oot 
his anniversary. He repeated this 
statement two or three times. 
However, Father Sears ploughed 
on; it was close enough, he said. 
What came about was a beautiful 
tribute from the parish Father 
Jimmy served so well. 
The response from the old father 
was typical of his later years. He 
asked his flock why they didn't 
follow his ideas, if they thought 
them so good? Why didn't they 
read books and find out what 
social justice and spiritual mercy 
were? After a minute of this, he 
fled the church. 

Father Jimmy was then in mental 
decline, just as he was becoming 
most famous. This fragile Margaree 
boy, born on September 7, 1870, 
did much to transform the lives 
and thoughts of Nova Scotians. He 
was full of shortcomings: he was 
fiery, he hated routine, his mind 
was aflame with ideas but some of 
them were ill--considered, he was 
openly critical of people who were 
lethargic and ineffectual, his voice 
was somewhat high-pitched. He 
was raised by his Grandfather 
Coady and knew childhood poverty. 
He never excelled in academic 
studies in university, because he 
spent so much of his time working. 

But long before the time of his 

death on May 5, 1953, the world 
knew his genius for influencing 
people with ideas. 

Father Jimmy Tompkins was a man 
who believed in democracy, not 
just as an ideal, but as an everyday 
way of life. Democracy, like 
Christianity, is a profound idea, a 
revolutionary, an even radical idea, 
if actually lived. Many people 
express a belief in the principles of 
these concepts, but the belief does 
not extend to the way they act in 
human relationships -- socially, 
politically, or economically. 

He also had in his mind "the seed 
of future things," for he believed 
that the ideas he planted were not· 
just transient measures suited for 
his particular time, but universal. 

One of his most valuable 
contributions was his insistence 
that a university should not be an 
institution for the elite, but open to 
all. In 1920, he published 
Knowledge for the People, a 
pamphlet that left an enormous 
impact on educational thinkers of 
his time. It dealt with the idea that 
universities should employ 
themselves in carrying knowledge 
"to the people of the soil." 

In response to the pamphlet, Rev. 
Mac Kinnon, a well-known priest, 
commented: "Not until such 
change is effected in the spirit of 
our universities will a system of 
popular education be evolved that 
will meet the requirements of rural 
life." The pamphlet was a blueprint 
for adult education and is one of 
the reasons Father Tompkins is 
often called the father of the 
Antigonish Movement. The 

"There isn't 
anything 

impossible for 
people to do, if 
they once get 
together and 
determine 
to do it." 

-Father 
Jimmy 

Tompkins 
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Letter 
from 

Marcel Masse 
Dear Editor: 

Your letter regarding the 
management of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation has come 
to my attention. I thank you for 
expressing your views. 

I understand your concerns 
regarding the future of the 
Corporation but I can assure you 
that the CBC will continue to 
provide all Canadians with quality 
programming in both official 
languages. 

Radio will continue to provide 
local, regional and national 
programming. CBC Television will 
,now concentrate its efforts on 
regional, national and international 
programming. Local news will be 

covered during regional broadcasts. 
The Corporation has added a 
number of news bureaus, staffed 
with CBC reporters, to insure that 
events receive coverage in area 
served by CIC transmitters, all of 
which remain in operation. 

The Government of Canada has 
made available, both directly.and 
indirectly, more than $800 million 
in additional funds to the CBC 
since 1984. In this period, the 
Corporation's total resoures 
climbed 23.8% or 1.8% more than 
the increase in total goverment 
discretionary spending. CBC's total 
planned resources for the 1990­ 
1991 fiscal year amounts to $1.4 
billion. 

The Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation remains a vital force 
with the Canadian broadcasting 
system. 

Yours sincerely, 
Marcel Masse 

Smiths of Cape Breton 
available in second printing 

The Smiths of Cape Breton by 
Perley W. Smith, privately 
published in 1967, contains 
information on the Port Hood 
mines, churches, cemeteries, 
breakwater, fire of 1942, railway, 
fishing industry and much more in 
the years 1610 to 1967. It is now 
available in its second printing, with 
the proceeds from sales to aid the 
Chestico Museum and Historical 
Society. The price is now $20.00, a 
savings of $5.00 from the original 
price. 

The book, is not only about 
Smiths, but contains information on 
a large number of other families 
and is a valuable resource for 
genealogists and historians. Among 
the family histories is information 
on: Camerons, Coadys, Dunns, 

Doyles, Embrees, Ethridges, 
Frasers, Gillis, Harts, Hunts, 
Hawleys, Laidlaws, MacMillans, 
MacDonalds, MacKenzies, 
MacNeils, Morrisons, Mullins, 
Murrays, Murphys, Myers, Rices, 
Tompkins, Watts, Worths and 
Tobeys, among others. 

Anyone interested in ordering The 
Smiths of Cape Breton, please 
write to: 

The Chestico Museum and 
Historical Society 
P.O. Box 144 
Port Hood, Nova Scotia 
BOE 2WO 

Or you may phone Vivian Tobey, 
787-2232, or Glenda Campbell, 
787-2808. 

Cape Breton's Magazine life histories 
Morningside to air plays by Silver Donald Cameron 

CBC Radio's Morningside, hosted 
by Peter Gzowski, will air five short 
plays by Silver Donald Cameron, 
based on Cape Breton's Magazine. 

Called Cape Breton Lives, the five 
plays were created from stories 
collected by Ronald Caplan, many 
of which are in his book, also 
called Cape Breton Lives. It is a 
book of life histories told by Cape 
Bretoner and first published in the 
magazine. 

This isn't the first time Cape 
Breton's Magazine has been the 

basis of drama. For example, The 
St. Ann's Bay Players have carried 
Down North: the Play of Cape 
Breton's Magazine to nearly 100 
performances, including 
representing Nova Scotia at the 
Winter Games in Prince Edward 
Island. And a chapter of Cape 
Breton Lives became a poignant 
radio play about Cape Bretoners in 
World War I, performed on 
Remembrance Day. 

But the radio play by Silver Donald 
Cameron represent the first time an 
artist has approached Caplan's 
work as raw material, writing with 
all the freedom and newness that 
implies. 

Silver Donald Cameron has 
followed Caplan's work in Cape 
Breton's Magazine for almost 20 
years. But it was the St. Ann's Bay 
Players' production of Down North 
that triggered these radio plays. 

"You tend to dip into the magazine 
for what catches your eye," said 
Silver Donald, "but the St. Ann's 
Bay Players' production of Down 
North had gathered all the plums 
in the pudding. It was quite 
overwhelming to see the quality, 
the. power of those stories. And I 
wanted to find a form that would 
allow that material to be told in the 
radio format. 

"I was just blown away by the 
material, which was downright 
Shakespearean in its mix of 
savagery, pathos, comedy and 
farce. I wish I could really do it 
justice--but I've done my best 
anyway." 

Caplan presents the stories in the 
magazine very much as he has 
collected them on tape--they 
remain the voices of real people 
that speak in the magazine. Silver 
Donald's radio plays in Cape 
Breton Lives has taken the artistic 
step of creating new characters, 
new lives--inspired by the often 
using the very words Caplan has 
collected. 

Silver Donald added: "The material 
cried out to be ta.ken across the 
lines from Caplan's research into 
art--to be shaped and unified and 
used as the fabric of drama. I felt 
that the multitude of voices should 
be compressed into a handful of 
strong, eloquent characters. A few 
of the strongest anecdotes 
deepened and developed into full- 

fledged story lines. That's the 
essence of what I have tried to 
do." 

"I've not read Silver Donald's 
scripts," said Caplan. "But I'm sure 
of one thing--those radio plays 
won't be a simple re-telling of 
stories from Cape Breton's 
Magazine. He's had a completely 
free hand. So I'm really excited 
about this project. And I'm looking 
forward to hearing these plays at 
the same time the rest of Canada 
first hears them." 

Silver Donald Cameron has written 
for radio, television, and magazines, 
and he is the author of several 
books including The 
Circumnavigation of Cape Breton 
Island, which will be published in 
October by Macmillan of Canada. 

Caplan created Cape Breton's 
Magazine in 1972. Since then, he 
has travelled the island with a tape 
recorder and a camera, talking with 
Cape Bretoners about their lives. 
Now it its 19th year, the award­ 
winning magazine is said to be the 
oldest of its kind in Canada--and 
there aren't that many quite like it. 
Most of the articles are oral 
history, published pretty much as 
they are spoken. Those words in 
combination with Caplan's 
photographs, have made for a 
growing portrait of Cape Breton 
Island. 

The book Cape Breton Lives, now 

its second printing, is published by 
Breakwater Books an is available 
through bookstores everywhere. 

The plays of Cape Breton Lives 
will be performed on CBC Radio's 
Morningside five days in a row-­ 
April 8th through April 12th. 

For more information contact 
Ronald Caplan: (902) 539-3817, or 
929-2372 or 929-2001. 

Next deadline: 
Apri/29 
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gt!t 22: #lrt 
by Mary Anne Ducharme 

Long before the alphabets of the world. there were proverbs expressing collective wit and 
wisdom from one generation to the next. We still still use them all the time. Many Gaelic 
proverbs have parallels in global use, among them sayings such as "Hunger is the best r 
sauce," (Ismath an cocaire an t-ocras), or "A man is known by the company he keeps," 
(Aithneachar duine air a chuideachd). Among the proverbs most delightful are those drawn 
from the lowly hearth and rural life of the Scots. 
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Do not expect a large egg from a 

The earthy, incisive wit drawn from 
the everyday rural lifestyle of the 
Scots, as found in proverbs, reveals 
glimpses of attitudes about family 
relationships, friendship, 
observations about animals that 
apply to humans, satiric 
observations about those higher up 
on the social scale, the Gaelic 
sense of fate, and the world view of 
the Gael. 

That the Gaels did not like social 
pretension is illustrated in many 
sayings, such as "the weed that 
grows on the dunghill lifts its head 
the highest," and "slippery is the 
door step of the mansion house." 
and "one man can do with 
impunity what another man 
cannot." 

And the sense of fatalism that 
came from generations of hardship 
and oppression hardened into a 
world view that gave the Scot his 
reputation for being dour and 
contentious. Here are a few 
examples: 

"He who is fated to hang shall 
never be drowned." 

"There is hope of return from the 
sea, but not from the grave." 

"One cannot bypass his fate," 

"Each man's death is to another 
man's advantage." 

"Many trifling things are more 
lasting than man." 

"Truth is bitter in the telling." 

But these alone do not do justice 
to the wryly humourous side of the 
Gael which gave rise to sayings 
such as "If you seek praise, die; if 
you seek ridicule, marry," or 
"Where the people are blind, a 
one-eyed minister will do," or "do 
not try licking the back of the ladle 
while it is full." 

There are a number of collections 
of these proverb's, including 
thousands of sayings. Among them 
are Alexander Nicolson's Gaelic 

Proverbs and Familiar Sayings, 
Edinburgh, 1881, which was 
reprinted in 1951. There is T.D. 
MacDonald's Gaelic Proverbs and 
Proverbial Sayings, Stirling, 1926; 
M.F. Shaw's Folksongs and 
Folklore of South Uist, London, 
1955; and Gaelic Proverbs by Babi 
Nic Leoid, a small book printed in 
Inverness, Scotland, in 1973. 

This brief selection may suggest 
to readers of Partici-Paper 
proverbs that were handed down in 
families in Inverness County and 
still exist in current usage. l would 
be very pleased to gather and print 
proverbs in GAELIC, ENGLISH, 
FRENCH, DUTCH, MICMAC, or 
any other heritage language in the 
County. If you have proverbs you 
would like to share with your 
friends and neighbours through this 
paper, you are encouraged to write 
them down and mail them to Mary 
Anne Ducharme, Partici-Paper 
Editor, R.R.#2 Whycocomagh, 
BOE 3MO. Include your name and 
address. 

By doing this you may inspire 
others to make a beginning in 
saving this delightful part of 
language heritage. 

family fore 
Offend one member of a family 
and you offend them all. 
Buail mise agus buailidh tu an t­ 
eilean. 

What children see, children do 
Mar a china big,'s e ni a big. 

An active mother makes a lazy 
daughter. 
Ni mathair easgaidh nighean leasg. 

Pleasant away from home, surly at 
home. 
Taitneach a muigh is grannach a 
stigh. 

A house without a dog, a cat or a 
small child is a house without cheer » 
or laughter. 
Tigh gun chu, gun chat gun 
leanabh beag, tigh gun ghean gun 
ghaire. 

'forse Sense 
A borrowed horse in never tired. 
Cha bhi each iasaid a chaoidh 
sgith. 

wren. 
Cha tig ugh mor a toin dreadhain. 

Much cackling and the egg but 
small. 
Gagan mor is ugh beag. 

A 'miry' cow likes another in the 
same condition. 
Is math le bo sputach bo sputach 
eile. 

The silent pigs eat most. 
Na mucan samhach as mo a 
dh'itheas. 

A greedy dog is in danger of 
burning his mouth. 
Theid an cu goinach a scalldadh. 

friendship 
A friend's eye is a good mirror. 
Is math an sgathan suil caraid. 

Friendship is of little worth if it has 
to be bought often. 
Is suarach an cairdeas a 
dh'fheumas a cheai1Jlnach tric. 

Adversity shows your true friends. 
An am na h-eiginn, dearbhar an 
cairdean. 

The hand that gives receives in 
turn. 
An lamh a bheir is i a gheibh. 

Friendship cannot be one-sided. 
Cha seas cairdeas air aon chois. 

Men can meet, not so mountains. 
Coinnichidh na daoine far nach 
coinnich na cnuic. 

. 

Sport Scholarship Program 
The Chronicle-Herald Sport Nova Scotia Scholarship Program will recognize students who 
are entering the first.year of the postsecondary education within Nova Scotia. A minimum 
number of awards will be presented in each of the six geographic regions of the province. 
Successful applicants will be chosen on scholastic achievements, their level of community 
involvement, and athletics. Application forms are available from principals and guidance 

counsellors in local high schools. Application forms must be returned to: 
Scholarship Program, P.O. Box 938, Halifax, 

Nova Scotia, B3J 3J5. 
DEADLINE: MAY 1, 1991. 

National Physical Activity Week: 
May 24-June 2 

If your organizations wants to promote fitness through this program, 
1t 1s time to get organized. For more information: 

John Cotton, Director 
Inverness County Department of Recreation/Tourism 

Port Hood, 787-2274. ' 
I 

I 

I 
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derniere semaine d'avril. On Y 
presentera des chansons et des 
pieces de theatre. Au Coin 

du Nord 
par Daniel Aucoin 

,.. 
REUNION ANNUELLE 

La reunion annuelle de la 
Cooperative de 1'H6pital Sacre­ 
Coeur de Ch&ticamp aura lieu le 
dimanche 28 avril. Tous les 
membres sont invites a y assister. 

PEER PRESSURE 

Patricia Smith, travailleuse social 
bilingue, donnera un atelier portant 
sur "peer pressure" aux etudiants 
secondaires de l'ecole NDA de 
Cheticamp. Cette activite se 
'deroulera le vendredi 17 mai. 

FESTIVAL DE PRINTEMPS 

Les membres du Comite jeunesse 
de Cheticamp pr@senteront un 
concert lors du Festival de 
printemps qui se tiendra lors de al 

C A M P A I G N D E 
RECRUT EMENT 

Le Conseil d'administration des 
Amis du Plein Air tient 
presentement sa campagne de 
recrutement. Les membres sont 
donc invites a renouveler leur carte 
de mernbre pour l'annee 1991. Les 
frais d'adhesion sont fixes a 9,00$ 
I'individu our 12,00$ pour la 
famille. 

RENCONTRE PROVINCIALE 

Des familles de la region de 
Cheticamp participeront a la 
rencontre provinciale des 
Acadiennnes les 26, 27, et 28 avril. 
Cetter rencontre arua lieu a 
Halifax. 

RENCONTRE JEUNESSE 

Plusieurs jeunes de Cheticamp se 
rendront a la Baie Sainte- Marie a 
la fin avril pour participer a la 
rencontre jeunesse provinciale. La 
session se deroulera sur le campus 
de I' Universite Sainte--Anne. 

"The seed of future things" 

Extension Department of the 
University now continues the work 
begun by Father Tompkins and 
Father Moses Coady. 

In 1921, he founded The People's 
School at Saint Francis Xavier 
University. Later the People's 
School was on radio and television, 
informing local people and getting 
them to think about the problems 
of the area and how to deal with 
them. He believed that education 
should get off its ivory tower perch 
and face the economic necessities 
of the majority. This required much 
overhauling of the education 
system as it existed in his time, and 
precipitated a struggle of ideas 
about the relative importance of 
academic abstractions, and 
"ploughshares" that continues to 
this day. 

"The people can't come to the 
university, so we have to bring the 
university to the people." This 
concept of Father Tompkins is just 
beginning to be more fully realized 
by The University College of Cape 
Breton by offering courses in rural 
communities. The course offerings, 
such as interpersonal 
communications, human behaviour 
in organizations, business 
administration, political science and 
problem centred studies in analysis 
and decision-· making, all are 
potentially valuable courses in 
community development in Cape 
Breton. However, much needs to 
be ironed out administratively and 
conceptually in terms of delivery 
style and course content that 
reflects the needs, desires, and 
issues of the people. 

d' glhiidhlig gainn Jlin 
t P 

• + s ' Printed with special permission 
of Cape Gael Associates who 

retain copyright. 

Na Meirlich Anns A'Chladh 
(continued from last issue) 

Well, bhiodh sin alright, 's 
dh'fhalbh am fear bu shine dha 'n 
bhaile. Agus dh'fhas i gu math 
dorcha co-dhuibh, 's am fear a bha 
taghadh nan cnothan ... bha e 'gan 
togail 's bha e cuir leth dhiubh dha 
'n darna taobh. 'S bha e bruidhinn 
ris fhein. 'S bha e 'g raidhinn: "Seo 
a'fear agadsa, 's seo a'f ear agamsa. 
Sin fear eile agadsa, 's fear eile 
dhomhsa." 'S bha e cumail roimhe 
mar sin. 

'S direach mu 'n am a bha sin bha 
duin' og a'dol seachad. 'S bha e 
fhein dol dha 'n bhaile. Bha e dol 
far am biodh daoin' og 
a'cruinneachadh aig aite tailleir a 
bha crubach. Agus a'fear a bha dol 
seachad a'chladh, seo a'rud a 
chual' e: "Seo a'fear agadsa. Seo 
a'fear agarosa." 

Agus ghabh e leithid do dh'eagal ... 
thog e na buinn-,leis co dhiubh. 'S 
cha do stad e gus na rainig e ait' 
an tailleir. Chaidh e staigh ann 
a'shin agus bha e ag innse dhaibh 
rod a chual' e's a'chladh. Gu robh 
Dia 's an Donas a'riarachadh 
anaroannan naro marbh. 

"Ach," thuirt an seann taillear, 
"cha n--eil mi creidsinn a'rud a tha 
thu a'smaointean." 

"Well," thuirt An Gille Mor Ruadh 
ann a'shin, "nam biodh sibh p­ 
fhein ann, chluinneadh sibh an aon 
rod." 

"Nam biodh deagh chasan 
agamsa," thuirt an taillear, "cha 
bhithinn fada dol db' an chladh, 's 
gheobhainn a-mach de tha dol an 
aghaidh." 

Thuirt An Gille Mor Ruadh: " Ma 
tha duin' a'seo a chuireas an 
ghuallainn - theid mise dha 'n 
chladh leis." 

taillear air mo mhuin air mo 

Leis a'sin ghlac a dha na a tri dhe 
na gillean a bh' ann air an taillear 
's chuir 'ad air druim A'Ghille 
Mhoir Ruaidh e. 'S dh'fhalbh e 
leis. 

Nuair a bha 'ad a'tighinn gu math 
teann air a'chladh chunnaig a' fear 
a bha taghadh nan cnothan fear a 
bha seo a'tighinn 's ultach mor air 
a dhruim 's duil aige gura h-e 
charaid a bh' ann leis an uan air a 
ghuallainn. 

Dh'eibh e mach: "Bheil e 
reamhar?" 

"Biodh e reamhar na biodh e 
caol!" ars' An Gille Mor Ruadh. 

'S thilg e 'n taillear a-staigh dha 'n 
chladh. 

Sin mar a chaidh an gn.othach. 

1. rugadh mi- I was bom 
2. Beigh an Ear - East Bay 
3. baisteadh- baptism 
4. rubha- point 
5. 'nan coinneamh - to meet 
them 
6. coigrich- strangers 
7. meirlich - theives 
8. 'gan tolladh- boring into 
them 
9. rost - roast 
10. teadhair - tether 
11. oir a'bhaile - edge of the 
village 
12. balla cloich - stone wall 
13. loma-lan- brimming full 
14. craobh chrothan- nut tree 
15. an darna taobh - aside 
16. na buinn- the soles 
17. gu math teann - very near 
18. Biodh e reamhar, na biodh 
e caol- whether he's fat or thin 

"The people can't come to 
the university, so we have 
to bring the university 

to the people" 

Father Tompkins was constantly on 
the go, prodding, probing, getting 
people to think about ways of 
tackling social and economic 
problems. Wherever he associated 
with others, he left a wake of 
excitement and ferment. He was a 
visionary ablaze with desire to erase 
poverty and ignorance. After a visit 
lo Ireland he saw how lack of 

higher education weakened and 
almost paralysed the entire social 
system. 

A man who listened to him speak 
of the conditions of Ireland, was 

continued page six 


