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No Time for 
Adult 

Education? 
by Mary Anno Ducharme 

A man by tho name of Newton baker ado an 
observation that is especially appropriate 
as we approach the end of this century: · 
"Tho man who graduates today and stops 
learning tomorrow is uneducated tho day 
after. • 

Tho tine is gono when education stoppod in 
Grade 12. Change is acceleratin~ in our 
society-- technology, the hiring needs and 
practices of omployors, social and econo•ic 
conditions--and either we change with the 
timos, or get left behind. Educatioa is 
shifting from a chiJ.dbood activity to a 
lifelong activity, because it is becoaing 

. typical that a· person shifts careers 
several times in his work life. 

Learning centers are becoming open to 
people of all ages, fro,, the cradle to the 
cane, and in many places are open year­ 
rouad. Education is aow the old teaching 
the young and the young teaching the old, 
with a fundamental valuo of •each one teach 
one.• 
If you think you do not have time for adult 
education, consider this: there are 8,760 
hours in a year. liork · aad sleep require 
about 5,000 hours. Allow 1,000 hours for 
dressing aad eating. You have more than 
2 500 hours left.· Take half of that for 
recreation and you still have more hours a 
year than most college students use for 
classes and study! 
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Archie Neil Chisholm of Margaree For ks. has no 
plans for retiring after 20 years as G. E. D. teacher. 
Here he is shown with John Beg-in, Louis Maclsa.a.c, 
Kathleen Campbell, and Pauline Harris. Archie's 
"chief delight is making new friends and the pleasure 
the students are getting from learning.' 

1989 Volunteer Recognition 
Volun_teer Week 1989 is April 9-15, and on Wednesday April 12 at 7pm 
at the Court House, this year's volunteers will be honoured in a special 
ceremony sponsored by the Inverness County Department of Recreation/ 
Tourism. Stanley MacNeil, who was chosen to represent Inverness 
County at volunteer ceremonies in Halifax, will speak of his experiences 
there. Mr. HacNeil was nominated by St. Mary's Parish in Mabou. 

.Adult Education 
.O PEN HOUSE 

onday. April 17th, 3- 8 PM. 
Municipal Building, Port Hood 

A 2 

.Sponsored by: 
.Inverness County Rocreation/ Tourism Department 

, and the Inverness District .School Board. ' . 
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VOLUNTEER 
HONOR ROLL 
Ann Batherson, Port Hood 
Ann Beaton, Mabou 
Bernie Beaton, Judique 
Rita Blanchard. Inverness 
Linda Cameron, Inverness 
Violet Campbell, Port Hood 
Edmund Cummings, Mabou 
George Fox, Port Hastings 
Bill Fraser, Port Hastings 
Alice Freeman, Inverness 

. William Gillis, Inverness 
Charlie Graham, Judique 
Karen Hirt.le, Inverness 
Florence Ingraham, Port Hood 
George N. Ingraham, Inverness 
Jane Maclsaac, lnvemess 
Herbert Jeromel, Mabou 
Anne Kennedy, Inverness 
Francis King, West Bay 
Eugene LeBlanc, Fast Margaree 
Luc LeFort, Cheticamp 
Annie Lelievre, Belle Cote 
Edna MacDonald, Port Hood 
Duncan H. MacEachern, Judique 
Annie MacFadyen, Valley Mills 
Roy MacKenzie, Whycocomagb 
Alex R. MacKillop, Port Hood 
Allister Mac Kinnon, Inverness 
Denina MacLellan, Judique 
Clarence MacLennan, Blues Mills 
Stanley MacNeil, Mabou 
Malcolm MacPhail, West Bay Road 
Mme McDaniel, BrookviJJage 
Harriet Murphy, Mabou 
Joseph E. Poirier, Cheticamp 
Margaret Quigley, Inverness 
Effie Rankin, Mabou 
Denise Smith, Inverness 
Vivian Tobey, Port Hood 
Flossie van der Hoogan, Mabou 
Eva Watts, Port Hood 
Fred Wildsmith, Port Hawkesbury 
Mitzi Wyre, West Bay Road 

AU Coin du Nord 
by Daniel Aucoin . 

Une quarantaine de personnes 
de lo France visteront 
Chcticamp le 12 jui 11.ot· 
prochain. La plupart sont 
des doscnndont.s des Acadiens 
de la France (Nontes et 
Poitou). Le groupe visit era 
la galerie et 1e musee_aU 
I'rois Pignons. La Societo 
Saint-Pierre organisera une 
so·i roe UV(!C musique et 
chansons ucadiennes pour lcs 
visitours de la Prance. 

C'est le mercredi soir 10 
ma i que la Campagnie V.i olo 
Leger pr@sentera deux pieces 
de th6Stre a 1'6cole NDA de 
Chtiticamp. On presenter a 
ADAPTATION une com@die de 
Elaine May et NEXT une 
comedie de Terrence McNol ly. 

Deux representantes de 
Ch@ticamp participerona'a 
SEA SELL '89 du' 14 au 23 
avril prochain. I1 s'agit 
d 'un voyage ii bord le 
traversier Scotia Prince 
pour faire la promot_ion 

A 

tourist ique de la Nouvelle 
Ecosse aux Etats-Unis. 

La Federation acadienne de 
] a Nouvells-Ecossc a lance 
sa campagne de rccrutcmcnt 
pour 1'ann@e 1989-1990. 
Depuis 1'an pass@, quelques 
changements ont @t@ apportes 
a la campagne de 
recrutement, notament un 
membership de trois ans 
offert aux membres. La 
campagne de recrutement 
prendra fin le 30 juin et la 
FANE invite tous les 
Acadiens et Francophones 
n@o-ecossais a joindre ses 
rangs. 

Le Conseil Cooperatif 
Acadien @ Cheticamp vous 
rappele que le 43eme congres 
annuel de la Cooperation 
aura lieu du 30 juin au 2 
juillet a· Cheticamp. 
Environ 200 de1egues d'un 
peu partout au Canada seron 
presents. 

A. Tribute to 
Bernie Beator 

Port Hood Minor Hockey would 
like to pay tribute to a 
hockey friend who is no 
longer with us. Those of us 
who frequent the arena have 
felt deeply the absence of 
the late Bernie Beaton this 
past season. 

Bernie's willingness to help 
out, his voice at our 
!eetings, and his all around 

interest in every level of 
hockey · have been · sorely 
!issed this year. .,. 

So it is with pride that 
Port Hood Minor Hockey 
honours Bernie and we 
sincerely hope that we can 
carry on what he worked for 
in !inor hockey. 

Thank you, Bernie. We miss 
you! 

friend 
Minor 

to Port Hood 
Hockey 

evident as he played and 
enjoyed both with great 
enthusiasm. 

In Septe!ber of 1988, the 
committee of Judique, Port 
Hood and surrounding areas 
were saddened to hear of 
the sudden and unti!ely 
death of Bernie Beaton. 

Although his 1ife was short 
in number of years, it . 
certainly was long in ·• 
experiences as he lived 
each day to the fullest. 

Bernie was well known for 
his keen interest in horse 
racing, especially. his 
pride and joy: Siicoo ·: 
Stables. His love of ·-v: 
sports such as basketball 
and hockey was quite 

It is HOCKEY, however, upon 
which we would like to 
focus at· thi"s'' tilie. !'t was 
because of people like 
Bernie Beaton, that Port 
Hood Minor Hockey enjoys 
such success today. His 
willingness to participate 
in all aspects of the 
organization, be it as 
president of Port Hood 
Minor Hockey, or as a fund .. , . ,:.,. ...... " - ,... . ,. 

'\ I 

continued, page twelve 
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Voices from 
the Lake and Glen 
Skye Glen ad Est Lake /Ainslie to take part in folklore project 

April 
-···-- . 

'-a=+r? , • 
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by Mary Anne Ducharme 

People in Skye Glen and East Lake 
Ainslie will soon have an 
opportunity to add what they know 
about local folklore to an on-going 
project involving a comparative 
study of these two communities. 

Peter De Vries and Georgina 
MacNab-De Vries of East Lake 
Ainslie, who are engaged in this 
study, know from· experience that 
local people are a rich source of 
oral history and they wish Jo 
preserve in written form, and on 
tape recordings, information that 
will bring local history to life. 

Dr. De Vries is an Associate 
Professor of Anthropology at 
Concordia University in Montreal, 
Quebec. Georgina MacNab-De 
Vries (MA.) is an Independent 
Researcher, also from Montreal. 
Among their published writings 
dealing with our local area are 
papers under the titles of "They 
Fanned, Among Other Things" 
and ""Taking Charge': Women in a 
Cape Breton Island Community." 

The current· study, sponsored by 
Concordia -,Ucivers{ty;.. and the 
Office of the Secretary of State, 
will include the folklore of these 
two communities. The results will 
be riot only presented in reports 
but in the form of a published 
book. 

I will be assisting in the project by 
conducting a series of taped 
interviews with local residents. 
The tapes will ther become the 
subject of study by the De Vries 
on a wide range of topics from 
home· remedies and midwifery to 
stories of the supernatural to 
historical events in the community. 

This method of collecting local 
history presents to researchers 
exactly what people say, and how 
they say it, bringing to light 
feelings, attitudes and opinions: the 
heart of happenings in first hand 
personal experience that might 
otherwise be lost. Talking to 
people about their lives creates 
historical source material, where 
none existed before.... ...• 
An advantage to tape. recording 
these folklore interviews is, that 
each voice has qualities that cannot 
be matched by written words, for 
instance, the personality of the 
speaker, his mood, his particular 
expressions and manner of 

speaking. The taped voice, with the 
written history, together provide a 
way of recording history that is 
relatively new to historical 
research. 

Oral history and folklore, 
fortunately, are very much alive 
and well in Cape Breton, but not 
nearly enough has been done to 
translate this rich heritage into 
permanent written form. However, 
there seems to be a strong force of 
desire by many communities to 
record a history of their locale, 
and Skye Glen and East Lake 
Ainslie are no exceptions. 

What the people of these two 
communities have learned from the 
earlier studies by the De Vries is 
that "common knowledge," or 
"ordinary things," or "just the way 
it is," or "just plain life,"­ 
are the raw materials of their 
research. Every family and 
community is the result of 
generations of traditions, and at 
the same time a part of a stream 
of change that carries us into the 
future. What is taken for granted 
today as commonplace is history 
tomorrow and can be forgotten 
very quickly. But this store of 
knowledge is necessary to us so 
that we have a sense of meaning 
and continuity as we move from 
the past to the present. The cliche 
that "you can't know where you're 
going until you know where you've 
been" is an appropriate bit of folk 
wisdom. 

I will be contacting people in these 
two communities in April and May 
to have an informal visit to get 
acquainted, and then, if desired by 
the individual, we can set up a 
time for a taped interview. Possible 
subjects that could be covered by 
the interview are limited only by 
the very large· boundaries of 
"folklore." The. list that follows 
contains ·some of the possibilities, 
but certainly many more categories 
could be added according to the 
knowledge and interest of the 
person interviewed. 

.. 
FOLKLORE: SK:YE GLEN AND 
EAST LAKE AINSLIE 

·, 
churches/ religions 
local medicine 
doctors .. 
disease/ epidemics 
courtship/marriage/ pregnancy 
birth/ midwifery 
food/ cooking/ stoves 
clothing ·styles 
making a living/ working together 
successes:leaders/ heroes 

unusual "characters" 
schooling/ education 
weather 
travel/roads 
accidents/ disasters 
last rites/death/wakes 
ghosts/superstitions 
politics/patronage 
fences/tools/machines 
merchants/trade 
visits/ entertainment 
old people 
young people 
home children 
bootlegging/moonshine 
horses/horse racing 
farming/ land/ tax sales 
historical events 
war/ military service 
first settlers 
old settlements/ cemeteries 
"firsts:" first telephone, etc. 

To illustrate the kind of 
information that is valuable to the 
research of the De Vries, I am 
iIJcluding brief excerpts here from 
taped interviews of people of East 
Lake (identities confidential) that 
were included in the paper "Taking 
Charge." 

A mother remembers a whooping 
cough epidemic in her community, 
when help was available both from 
the extended· family and 
neighbours. 

·"[The neighbours J would just move 
in . . . . The men would also come 
in and they would sit up too, 
because they had to keep the fire 
going. Someone would have to sit 
with the child who had the 
whooping· cough, in case it would 

i choke to death. And the only 
means of steam they had would 
probably be a boiling kettle... It 

· was an exchange. They would just 
come and help." 

The endless work of women in the 
last century was part of the 
commentary of another woman 
interviewed: 

"In the spring of the year the men 
were fencing and doing all that 
kind of work. They- cut the 
firewood in the wintertime and 
then they'd burn all that off and 
plant some potatoes with a hoe. 
And she'd go out in the morning 
after she'd given the men their 
breakfast and done all the work in 
the house. She'd take a sack of 
potato seed and her hoe; she'd go 
up the mountain and she'd plant 
that before dinner [noon]. And 

she'd come home and make dinner 
and after she'd got her dishes 
washed and everything, she'd take 
another sack and she'd go up and 
she'd plant that in the afternoon." 

Another interview dealt with a 
mother who raised six children and 
ran the farm: 

"She did haying and driving the 
horses; making loads and looking 
after the animals. She liked doing 
that. She was a kind of family vet 
as well. I can- remember her 
stitching up little pigs. We had a 
couple of colts. and two dozen 
sheep. When the wool was shorn 
and spun we got two dozen 
blankets. And we always had a 
garden so we would preserve. And 
then she also did the cleaning and 
the cooking." 

In the early 1900's, one special 
role of women was midwifery, a 
skill one learned by doing: 

"She went all over. I can remember 
her going out to Fiddler's Glen in 
mid-winter and heating bricks in 
the oven to put on the floor of the 
sleigh. She used lo have such 
trouble with her stomach and we 
used to be concerned at her going 
--maybe in the middle of the 
night. But she always said, should 
anything happen [to the mother or 
child], she'd always, feel 
[responsible for] it." 

The next excerpts are from "They 
Farmed, Among Other Things, "in 
which the De Vries collected 
information that shed light on the 
changes on agriculture in Cape 
Breton in this century. In many 
areas, living oft the land has 
become a marginal occupation. 

A man who was starting a building 
supplies business was not happy 
with maintaining his farm, as his 
wife relates: 

". . .it was too much stress on- my 
husband to come home and try to 
milk a cow, mend a fence and do 
some other kinds of farm work. . 
.When he went into business by 
himself, my husband decided there 
was no way he was going to spend 
the amount of time in the evenings 
that was needed to look after a 
farm that was not paying." 

School age children often worked 
long and hard on family farms 
when the father was working off 
the farm. 

continued, page five 


