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VOLUNTEERS to be honoured 
when her boys first started in the system, 
and it looks like she has about twelve. 
more years to go. During the past four 
years, Helen has held the position of 
Treasurer with the Association. She is 
instrumental in the fundraising events, 
especially co-ordinating ticket sales 
for the, Annual Trip to· Disney World, as 
well as chances on a Satellite Dish,and 
an organizer of the New Year's Ball 
dances. Helen is willing to pitch in 
with other Minor Hockey activities and 
always gives generously of her time. 

we·also like to recognize her 
involvement in other areas; the first 
President of the Port Hood Figure Skating 
Club, and Beaver and Cub Councillor, L;......, .,,... __. Ches tico Days Committee Member and the 
C.WL. • 

Volunteer Recognition Week is 
April 20-27. At special ceremonies to 
be held on April 23, a group of volun­ 
teers from across the county will be 
honored at the Municipal Building in 
Port !lood in recognition of their val­ 
uable community contributions. Con­ 
gratulations goes out to Mrs. Helen 
Batherson of Port Hood who was nomin­ 
ated for recognition by the Port Hood 
Minor Hockey Association. Mrs. Bather 
son was chosen in a random drawing by 
our Chief Administrative Officier, Mr. 
Lonnie Murray, as Inverness County's 
volunteer to be honored at Province 
House in Halifax later in April. 

Helen Batherson chosen 

"7under ' 

The Port Hood Minor Hockey Assoc. 
takes this opportunity to recognize 
Helen Batherson for her valuable work as 
a volunteer. 

Helen has been involved in Port 
Hood Minor Hockey since twelve years 

Ottawa is preparing to double its 
$14-million tourism agreement with Nova 
Scotia, and all of the additional money 
is earmarked for Cape Breton, federal 
Tourism Minister Jack Murta said Satur­ 
day. 

Ottawa is also planning to unveil, 
in two or three weeks, a $5-million 
international marketing campaign to 
focus on the cultural aspects of various 
areas of the country, including Nova 
Scotia's Northumberland Shore. 

Volunteer! 
Helen's reward has been to see our 

community grow. Let's salute Helen as 
our Volunteer and give her a big "Thank 
You". 

"Cape Breton is an ideal area. 
There's high unemployment, it's tough 
to get industries to come in, but my 
God, what better area can you profile 
in this country for tour, sr:1 tnan Cape 
Breton?" he said. 

He said there have been about 60 
al ications from private sectory groups 
looking to locate on the island, and 
hundreds of inquiries. 

"We've identified it (Cape Breton) 
as an area we think we can do a lot of 
things in," he said. "It's seed money 
to get things going." 

HELEN BATHERSON 

Minon Hockey As50c. 

PORT HOOD 

Helen will be attend a luncheon and 
award ceremony in Halifax which will be 
held on April 17. Th~ luncheon will be 
at the Holiday Inn on Robie Street. 
THE AWARD CEREMONY WILL BE HOSTED BY 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR ALAN ABRAHAM AND 
HELD AT GOVERNMENT HOUSE. 

C.B. to get $14 million for tourism· 
In a series of five-year sub-agree­ 

ments with the provinces and territories, 
Ottawa· has committed $400 mi 11 ion to 
tourism to upgrade existing facilities, 
assist in the construcion of new tour­ 
ism-oriented projects and assist in 
marketing and research. 

He said that, through these agree­ 
ments, Ottawa hopes "to lever another 
couple of billion dollars from the 
private sector into upgrading." 

Mr. Murta was in Halifax to address 
the 152 delegates to the annual meetino 
of the Tourism Industry Association of' 

.Nova Scotia. 
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Cape Breton has remained an enigma 
through all of this century, eluding 
nearly all _attempts at long-term econ­ 
omc expansion. There is tantalizing 
potential, but its realization seems to 
lie just around the corner---somewhere. 

. We have raged at a government which· 
1 gnores, exploits, o.r patronizes and we 
nave gotton wooly schemes of question­ 
able success, or programs that have 

·made us feel like dependent children 
asking for paternal charity. But every 
year unemployment grows, the schools 
decline, young people move away, inflat­ 
ion eats up the fruits of our striving, 
and no one seems to "have appropriate 
answers. 

In the last year, however, federal 
incentives to attract businesses to 
Cape Breton look as if industrial 
development may not be only a pie in 
the sky. Not everyone is thrilled. 
There may well be vast changes in the 
next decade or two. ~ , 

- Factories ( whether of mil i tary or 
civilian persuasion), and casinos are 
undoubtedly good for the economy, but 
already voices are crying in the wilder­ 
ness that our rural identity may be in 
Jeopardy. And the question must be 
asked if gambling casinos ot the Las 
Vegas flavor are-consistent with the 
traditional values we at least pretend 
to admire in ourselves. 

1t appears that, in 1986, if we 
wish to enjoy the economic development 
of other parts of Canada, then we will 
have to share· the vices as well. 

Or, are casinos a further incursion 
of the lottery-bingo mentality based on 
the assumption that work, education, 
entrepreneurial imagination, and person­ 
al worth are irrelevant to-the current 
system? What replaces these traditional 
values? A spewing out of the computer- 
ized randomness upon which· our fate hangs 

in the balance: a national vice to which 
we are passionately addited. 

Ah, then, let us'have casinos so 
that we may at last be truly democratic. 
After all, luck is a great leveler.. 

There is some important thinking 
that must be done in the next fourteen 
years so that the beginning of the 
twenty-first century finds us where we 
hope to be, spiritually as well as · 
economically. · ,, 

- Mary Anne Ducharme 

ORANGE DALE HISTORY 

Slide Show on history of 
Orangedale Station 

Date April 28, 1986 
Time 8:00 P.M. 

Place : Orangedale School 
Presentor: Eleanor Blue . . . . . 

They are also planning a 100th 
Anniversary Celebration of the Orange­ 
dale Station this coming summer.'·.-, 
Contact Betsy Jardine for further infor­ 
mati on. 0hone: 756-2140. ·.::-:: .. :_~ · 
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The Nova Scotia, Sailing Association 
will be running a Mobile Sailing' School 
during July and August 1986.' 

' , 

The Mobilie sailing School is being 
offered to clubs, communities, groups, 
or schools lacking sail training facil­ 
ities to. give them; the opportunity to 
learn basic sailing. It is equipped 
with van, trailer- carrying five sailing 
dinghies, safety boat, MOT approved live 
preservers and learn-to-sail manuals. 
• • • • I 

Uote: responses to Viewpoint are The schooi is run by two Canadian 
welcome as letters to the·editor. yachting Association certified sailing 

instructors. It will visit nine site 
. _ . around the province of Nova Scotia, 
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Jigging Cove Lake, in Cape Breton' s • · novice ·sailor, children and adults, and 

wain Gia,,Ai5eie NORDIC KI el='»%id'siviii> di 
subject of an intensive trout ?Opu- , , week. 
lation study and angler survey this 
year. 

Trout Study 
at 

Jigging . Cove 
. Plans for Jigging Cove Lake in 

1936 include a mark and release program 
which will be undertaken immediately 
following break up of the ice cover 
this spring. The lake will be closed 
to angling for a short period durina 
this project and opened to sport 
fishermen once a sufficient samole of 
trout have been captured and marked. 

~hen the Lake is opened to fishing, 
a systematic angler survey will be 
conducted. . This survey, combined with 
biological data gathered during the 
mark and r.e lease period, will enable 
fish management programs to be imple­ 
mented.' 

The Selection Committee of Nordic 
Ski Nova Scotia has just announced the 
1986-87 Men's Cross Country Ski. Core 
Team. This team consists of eight male 
skiers that will have their training 
schedules and race results watched very 
closely leading up to the 1987 Canada 
Winter Games in Cape Breton. 

For this team, along with the other 
male skiers that take part in the 1986­ 
87 selection events, Nordic Ski Nova 
Scotia, the sport governing body from 
cross country skiing in Nova Scotia, · 
will pick the team that will represent 
Nova Scotia at the '87 Games. 

The Core Team consists of Andrew 
Lemmon (Kentville); Mark Coleman (Mt. 
Uniacke); Rory Ramsey (Tantallon); 
Thomas Bjerk (Bedford); Alexander 
Syverson (Cape North); Canal Ramsey 
{Tantallon); Andrew Keilty (Kentville); 
Mike Neary (Dartmouth). 

· Any comniuni ty, school or group 
wishing to take advantage of the Mobile 

·Sailing School program should write to: 
Agnes McLean 
Executive Director 
Nova Scotia Sailing Assoc. 
P.O. Box 3010 South 
HALIFAX, N.S. B3J 3G6 

-------------- 
For more information on the 1986­ 

87 Men's Cross Country Ski Core Team 
and the selection events, contact Ike 
Whitehead, Administration Nordic Ski 
Nova Scotia, P.O. Box 3010 South 
Halifax, Nova Scotia B3J 3G6 or phone 
425-5450. 
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Keeping with its past tradition to 
encourage the art of drama in our 
county, The Inverness County Drama League 
is preparing for the sixth year of the 
one act play festival. The festival 
consists of two evenings of various one­ 
act plays directed and· acted by local 
people. Special guests will be the 
Inverness County Singers. 

The evenings entertainment will be 
held from April 17 to April 18 at the 
Judique School, audio-visual room, 
starting at 7:30 P.M. nightly. Tickets 
will be sold at the door, admission 
being $3.00 adults, $2.00 senior citizens 
and $1.00 for students and children. 

Thursday, April 17 

Port Hood School 
"The Cop and the Anthem by ·0. Henry 
Directed by Carmen Van Zupthen 
Assisted by Darryl Macleod 

Judique - Creignish School 
Grade 5 
"Who is Majorie McWhirler?" 

by Helen Morrison 

Directed by Susan Moran 

Inverness County Singer? 
will present a selection of fine songs. 

Di tected by Bryd_on Mac Dona 1 d 

Inverness Consolidated School 

"Tri fl es 11 by Susan Glaspell 

Directed by Terry MacDonald 
Assisted by Jackie Macinnis 
Produced by Ronnie Maclaster 

Fri day, April 18 

Hillsborough Players 
"We Were Dancing" by Noel Coward 

Directed by Gordon Rattray 

Mabou High School 
"Sally and Sam11 by Jack Frakes 

"Baby" by Conrad E. Davidson 

Directed by. Carole Chisholm, Donna 
MacDonald, Student Director 

Produced by Byron Timmons, Neil 
MacDonald 

. ' ----------------- --- - - - - - s - ms - - - - - - - - - . 

Six years of growth in drama in Inverness County 
- ..io.' - - ·..;.. ..... --· - - - - - - .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -. - - - - - - - 

. In 1980, there .were only a few 
people in the county fully committed to 
the development of drama.' They faith­ 
fully' pulled 'plays together in their. 
respective, ?Ghools and. the mothers and 
fathers· and aunts and uncles enjoyed 
the novelty of Dick or Jane pretending 
to be somebody else. There was fun 
and learning, to be sure, but next year 
a new batch of kids came along and the 
drama teacher had to start again at 
square one. The exception here was 
Mabou, which had· a oredit course 1n 
drama----a triumph of-long effort. For 
most it was very difficult to build 
skills from one year to the next, to 
educate the audiences, or to generate 
enthusiasm for drama as an important 
and respectable art form. 

For everything there is a season, 
however, and the time and people became 
ripe for the idea of a drama league in 
the county. The idea stemmed from a 
need that had been perceived over the 
year.s for drama workshops, the sharing 

· of lighting equipment which was scarce, 
and the sharing of expertise. 

The initial members of the league 
represented four schools and one person 
with no school affliation, who met 
through the Coordination of the County 
Recreation Department. This department 
had already had already helped to spon= 
sor Yi siting theatre groups such as 
Mul grave and Nepture and now agreed tr 
facilitate, arrange, co-sponsor, as 
well as advise regarding the formation 
of league policies. Decision was made 

to sponsor badly needed workshops in 
make-up, set construction, and acting, 
and experts in these areas were called 
unon to help us, some of which were 
from Nova Scotia Drama League.-An . 
an imateur was. h hed by t~P.- lo.ague· tq : . . 
evaluate the plays which were to be 
presented in festival format, as opposed 
to a contest format, which had also come 
under consideration. 

In the second year, drama awareness 
seemed to ~row,· an9 the workshops, 
staffed by members of the Mulgrave Road 
Co-op Show were almost embarrassingly 
well-attended: standing room only! In 
that year, the number and quality of 
play entries in the festival increased. 

In the third year, the practice of 
public evaluation of the plays after 
performances was dropped, in favor of 
pre-performance advice from·profess­ 
inals in stage theatre. Part.of the 
reason for this decision was the local 
tendencv to regard plays more as light 
entertainment than a serious-art form 
requiring an educational process. 

This same year saw the involvement 
of two community-based drama organiza­ 
tions, an expanded concept for tradit­ 
ionally school-oriented drama activities 
of the league. Another exciting addit­ 
ion to the festival that year was a 
French language play. 

In 1984, a record of nine plays 
were offered in the festival, an indi­ 
cation of growth of interest in' drama 
in the county. 

last year, the Inverness County 
District School Board utilized a por­ 
t1bn 6f its budget.allocated to Adult 
Education to purchase a portable 
lichting system t6 be shared among 
LeRru·~ ~embers according to set policies 
set up cooperatively between the League 
and the Recreation Department which 
would store the equipment. This 
alleviated one·of the most perennial 
problems faced by the League since its 
inception; the lack of suitable lighting 
at the facilities hosting the plays. 
Another indication of the higher profile 
now enjoyed by drama in general, was 
the DEVC0 funding of the Hillsborough 
Players on-condition of performing 26 
times in one year, with the primary 
objective of providing regular entcr­ 
tainment to tourists in the county. 

Seven plays were presented at the 
Festival in 1985, this time includi 
another community qroup from Port 
lHaukesbury, and a guest production f om 
Isle Madere. This last productio: 
proved of interest expecially bec . 
it was the'first student-directed ;~lay 
entering a League festival. The · 
addition of music by the Inverness 
County Choral Society not only .enter­ 
ta ined superbly, but planted the seed 
in more than one mind that music r Ml~ 
become a more regular feature of e 
plays themselves. The talent i ,t 
[field available to drama intere. 
in this county are both extens1v•' nd 
untapped. 

Mary Anne Ducharme t • 
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