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suspose that you all have read 
with interest the letter by the [nvernes 
County Drama League extolling any 
efforts on behalf of the Drama League. 
I sincerely appreciate the recognition 
and thank them openly for their kind 
words. 

However, I must humbly admit that 
I was on 1 y one of the many reasons for 
the existence of the Drama league. The 
enthusiasm, drive and expertise shown by 
such individuals as Mary Ann Ducharme, 
Carol Chisholm, Jim St. Clair, Terry 
MacDonald, Mary Stepaniak, Susan Moran 
accounted for a very high percentage 
of what success' the· league, has enjoyed 
over the last couple of years.. In 
recognizing the above individuals for 
their efforts as well as extending my 
appreciation to them I bega~ to fully 
realize the tremendous contribution 
that the Volunteer makes toward 
recreational activities. 

There are hundreds of volunteers 
within our Municipality who give of 
their free time in the service of their 
fellow man without any recognition or · 
acknowledgement. We owe alot of gratit­ 
ude to such individuals who strive to 
make our communities a better and safer 
place to 1 ive and raise our children. 

'What would our communities be like 
without our Volunteer Firemen, Kinsmen, 
Community Recreation Associations, 
Minor Hockey and Figure Skating 
Associations, R ingette, Brownies, 
Girl Guides, Boy Scouts, Cadets Ladies 
Auxiliary, Parish Councils, School etc. 
We in the Recreation Department extend 
our sincere thank you for a job well. 
done. Volunteer week is April }7-23. 
let us all in our own way recognize the 
many and varied contributions the 
dlunteer makes to our communi t i es. 

John Cotton 
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Looking down the main st&et o{ Ch@ticamp. 

In the several decades prior to the 
settlement of Ch&ticamp, the French­ 

speaking population of both Cape Breton 
and Prince Edward Island witnessed many 
upheavals. Because of a swelling 
population in the Annapolis region, and 
political instability on the Nova Scotia 
mainland, many Acadians had re-settled in 
Cape Breton,especially in the louisbourg 
area in the years between 1710 and 1750. 

The great fortress of Louisbourg 
guarded. the approaches to French Canada 
and was the main centre of French 
influence in the Mari times in the mid- 
1700's. The English maintained control 
over most of mainland Nova Scotia, 
eventually establishing Halifax as a 
counterbalance to Louisbourg, and 
because of many raids by French 
privateers sailing out of Louisbourg 
along the Nova Scotia coast, the English 
authorities were growing ever more 
suspicious of the neutral Acadian 
population in the Annapolis area. 
Finally, of course, they decided to de­ 
port the Acadians from Nova Scotia, 
scattering them all along the eastern 
seaboard of the thirteen American Colonies 
in 1755. After this, they encouraged 
both English and American settlers to 
take up their vacated farms in Nova 

Scotia, The threat of Louisbourg. 
continued until 1758 when an English 
invasion force captured the fortress f,-,' 
the last time and destroyed it. What 
happened to the sizable French popula~io 
of Cape Breton and Prince Edward Island 
at that time and how did some of them 
eventually make their way to Chet icamp? 

When Louisbourg fell, almost all 
of its citizens were.sent by ship back 
to France. Some, of course, were in­ 
carcerated in English prisons until the 
end of the Seven Year's War in 1763, but 
most of them left Cape Breton forever and 
returned to their former homes. However.' 
there were. many Acadians 1 iving along 
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Dear Edi tor, 
As a delegate to the Nova Scotia 

Culture Pol icy Conference held at the 
Dalhousie Arts Centre earlier in March, 
I gained a fresh perspective on some­ 
thing I already knew ~ery well: 
cu I tu re is no f i 11 . 

We are all painfully aware of the 
new direction taken by the Department 
of Education since the nefarious Walker 
Report: the excising of all vestiges 
of cultural education in the schools. 
In rural areas, like Inverness County, 
where the schools are (or should be) 
major centers of community life, the 
loss of art and music has far more 
implications than most people realize. 

The arts are a 5.6 billion dollar 
industry in Canada, contributing 2.9 
percent of the gross national product-­ 
a greater individual contribution to 
the Canadian economy than steel ,lumber 
and forestry, or fisheries. 

By removing art and music from the 
schools, the provincial government has, 
in effect,made our rural children less 
competitively qua! ified for career 
opportunities in these two fields. 
Urban children, in comparison, have 
greater cultural opportupities and 
resources that we simply do not have 
available. Our children, not exposed 
to art and music, will never. know what 
they have missed. 

Perhaps some people are not 
receptive to the idea of culture as 
essential to quality of life, but if you 
took away books, and recordings, 
television and radio, painting and· 
sculpture,pop and rock music, plays and 
ballet, then it would be clear to all 
how much culture is woven into the 
fabric of our lives. 

Culture is one of the few aspects 
of our economy that is prospering, but 
as long as misguided educationists 
regard it as a ''frill'' in Nova Scotia, 
we are being left out in the cold. 

Mary Anne Ducharme 

OLD. PICTURES 
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. Does anyone know of the· existence 
~of any pi~tures, photos or sketches of­ 
the Ridge MacDonald poets of Mabou and 
Antigonish? The Mabou Gaelic and 
Historical Society is planning to put 
together a slide-tape presentation of 
Gaelic songs and would like to include· 
lany pictures of these early bards, if 
any exist. Contact Effie Rankin, 
Mabou 

Baseball Notes. 
The Nova Scotia Baseball Associa- 

With the initiative of Alex Dan tion is now requesting applications 
MacKinnon, Inverness and the encourage- from teams wishing to host Provincial, 
men t and support of Rev. D.R. Sutherland, Atlantic and Elimination Tournaments. 
President of the Federation of Scottish 1) Provincial Tournaments are 
Clans an Atlantic Provinces Association available in all age classes and 
of Clan MacKinnon was formed. categories(September 2no,3rd,4th,&5th.) 

Meetings have been held at Cameron 2) Provincial Elimination Touma- 
Hall Whycocomagh all meetings have ments leading to Atlantic Playoffs are ' ' . 'A' been well attended. available as follows; Junior 

A Board of Directors was installed Midget 'A' Bison (Juvenille) 'A' 
by Mr. Gus MacKinnon Radio Station (July 1st, 2nd, & ·3rd). 
C.J.F.X. Antigonish. Well known piper 3) Atlantic Tournament, leading 
John Paul Mackinnon piped the members of to National Play. is available only for 
the board to the front of the Hall. Juvenile 'A' (July 25,16 & 17) 

The President's chair has been h4) Atlantic Province Tournaments 
filled by Norman MacKinnon Inverness hosted by Nova Scotia are: 
and Guysborough who is doing a terrific Beaver 'A' ---September 10, 11 & 12 
job as well as his officers. Vice Intermediate 'A' -- September 17,18619 
President Bennie MacKinnon Inverness Bantam 'B' -- September l0,11 & 12 
Secretary, Mrs. Grace Mackinnon' [Intermediate 'C' = September 17,18819 
K d 

· GI ·11 d T re· All applications must be submitted 
en ziora, envi e anc reasu r, N S 8 ·b ll A · · 
Rb t M K
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The Clan is planning to take an ·: o_x out, 
active part in the Whycocomagh Summer Halifax,N.S. B3J 3G6. 
Festival to be held in July. no later than June 1st, 1983. Teams J----------------------tare urged to submit applications at the 

earliest opportunity. 
The Nova Scotia Baseball Association 

is now accepting applications for the 
following positions: - 1)Manager 

~ · · 2)Coach 
for the 1985 Canada Summer Games Team. 
All applications should be mailed to:­ 

N.5.B.A. 

Glendale Tournament 

The 7th annual Glendale Cribbage 
Tournament ended on March 2/83. 
1st prize to: Francis & Angus MacDonald 
2nd prize to: Francis Sampson & 

Sandra Chisholm 
Moot 24 hands: Derek DeCoste and' 

Mary Annette Bannister 

Nova Scotia Dance Month 
The Honourable John M. Buchanan,Q.C., 
premier of Nova Scotia, has officially 
declared April Dance Month,1983. 

Some of the outstanding events are: 
April 2 - 1983 Canadian Closed Ballroom 
Championships, Hal i fax 
April 8-9 - The Choreographers Showcase, 
Ha 1 i fax . 1 • · . 
April 16 - Dance Festival,N.S. Teachers 
College, Truro 
April 23 ~ ~ova Scotia Highland Closed 
Championships, New Glasgow, 
Apr i 1 28-30 Dance Nova Scotia's Dance 
Convention, Halifax, 
with many additional dance functions 
scheduled. 
For further information on' any of the 
above dates, call the DANS office - 
422-1749. ' 

The play, "Shadow Valley" will be· 
performed by a touring group from the 
Neptune Theatre at the Port Hood and 
Mabou schools on April 8 (10 a.m. in 
Port Hood, 2 p.m. Mabou) and at the 
Margaree Forks school on Saturday, 
morning, April 9. All are welcome to 
come and enjoy this production. 
Sponsored by the. schools in co-operation 
with the Inverness County Recreation 
De par tmen t . 

c/o Sport Nova Scotia 
P.O. Box 3010 South, 
Ha 1 if ax,N.S. 
B3J 3G6 
The deadline for acceptance of 

applications is March 11,1983. A 
Committee will select both the Manager 
and Coach before March 31,1983. 

NEPTUNE THEATRE The Square & Round Dance Leader­ 
ship Course for Levels 1,11 and 111 will 
be held in Wolfville this year, with 
sessions at the Wolfville School and 
residence on the Acadia University 
Campus. The Leadership course this year 
is co-sponsored by Continuing Education, 
Acadia University and Dance Nova Scotia 
assisted by the Department of Culture 

' Recreation and Fitness. The course will 
be held from 1983 July 4,Monday to· 
1983 July 9, Saturday. 

For more information, contact 
Recreation Department, Port Hood. 

CULTURE AND RECREATION HEUSLET FER 

Municipal Depa/vtmen o 6 
Receation, Tnvcuess County 

' / 
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in the early 1700's, and later re­ 
settled immediately after the peace of 
1763) and the district around Cheticamp, 
settled by displaced Acadians in 1785. 
What is truly remarkable about the 
Acadians of Nova Scotia is their 
tenacity for survival against great 
hardships and oppression and this shows 
itself in their love of independence and. 
their ties to the land. All these 
characteristics are evident among the 
first pioneers of Cheticamp. 

Who. were these f·irst settlers? 
Tradition has it that there were 1l4 
heads of families who came over from 
Prince Edward Island in the same boat 
in 1785. According to the research of 
Pere Anselme Chiasson (Les 14 Vieux de 
Cheticamp). this is not entirely true. 
There were more than-14, and they came 
from different areas, and not a 11 at 
the same time,though probably the 
largest group of them did arrive 
together in 1785 at Ch&ticamp. What is 
true, and this can be said of nearly 
all the other Acadian settlements is 
that the settlers came in family 

groups, and the first settlers were 
related to each other by blood and by 
marriage . The first family names we 
see in Cheticamp are Bois, Gaudet, 

first pioneers of Cheticamp. Joseph 
Gaudet, Raymond Poirier, and Augustin 
Deveau, aJJ·originally from Aric~at, 
fol lowed Pierre Bois to the Gaspe and 
then returned to Cape. Breton to settle 
at Cheticamp in 1785. Probably the 
very isolated area of Cheticamp at that 
time along a rugged section of coast 
gave these first settlers a sense. of 
security. They must have been weary 
of their wanderings. . 

Several of these early pioneers 
had their roots in the Beaubassin area 
(Chignecto area) but had moved either 
to Cape Breton or to P.E. I., in the 
early years of the century. Joseph 
Deveau was born in P.E.I. in 1730. 
After the capture of Louisbourg in 1758, 
the former French colonies of Isle 
Royale (Cape Breton) and Ile-St.Jean 
(P.E.I.) fell ·into English hands. It 
was at this time that the second 
expulsion of Acadians began, and the 
family of Joseph Deveau was among those 
who were deported to France from P.E. I., 
because, by 1760, they had already 
been 1 iving at Cherbourg, France for one 
year. Joseph Deveau lost his first 
wife (married in P.E. I.) at sea (during 
the deportation) and in 1760, he married 
Angel ique Hebert. In France, the 
Deveau family, living at Plouer, were 
joined in exile by the Maillet, Aucoin, 
and Boudreau families all of whom event­ 
ually came to settle at .Cheticamp. 

Another interesting historical 
thread is woven by the Aucoin family. 
Pierre Aucoin, born in 1737, and Joseph 
in 1742at Cobequid(Truro) were deported 
with their parents during the Expulsion 
of 1755 to Virginia. However, this 
colony would not accept them, and they 
were then transported to England, where 
as prisoners they lived in huts along 
the waterfront of seaports unti1 1763. 
Of the 1500 prisoners transp\anted to 
this mean existence, only 300 survived 
until 1763. During their English 
captivity, Pierre married Felicite Le 
blanc, a fellow exile. In 1763, these 
unfortunate pr i soners were re I eased, 
and the Aucoins joined their friends 
at Plouer in France. In 1773, this 
group left France to return to Acadia 
The Aucoins re-established themselves 

in Prince Edward Island. and making 
their journey by way· of Tracadie 
(Nova Scotia), they arrived in 
Chet icamp in 1785. 

the Cape Breton shore outside the con- Poirier, Deveau, Chiasson, Aucoin, 
fines of Louisbourg, many at St Pierre Leblanc,Maillet, Boudreau and Doucet. 
(St. Peter's) and on Isle-Madame, whose At least 26 heads of families are 1 isted 
ancestors had been 1 iving in Nova Scotia in 1790 ir the first survey taken of the. 
for generations. These Acadians were, · area, so it is evident that in the five 
for the most part, fishermen and traders, years since the first settlers arrived, 
and they did not think of themselves as there was a steady influx of people. 
so much French as Acadian-a distinct The earlier lives of many of the older 
identity that was tied to their way of settlers to arrive at Ch&ticamp reflect 
life in Nova Scotia. For those the various threads that formed the 
Acadians that were transported from pattern of Acadian history. Let us 
Prince Edward Island and Cape Breton to look at several of them. 
France, exile there was unthinkable Pierre Bois, was born in Cape Breton 

France was a foreign country to . in 1733 at present-day St. Peter's 
them, and they would do all in their , (then called Port-Toulouse). In 1752, 
power to return home to ''Acadia'. Many he was at Louisbourg where he married• 
of them, in fact, avoided capture, and Jeanne Dugas. He operated a schooner 
hid in the woods of Cape Breton and along the south-eastern coast of Cape· 
Prince Edward for 30 years until the Breton between Louisbourg,lsle Madame, 
English eventually forgot about them. Isle St. Jean(P.E.1.)·, and possibl-; 

When they felt safe enough to Quebec. When the English beseiged' 
emerge, they banded together in remote Louisbourg in 1758, Pierre Bois took 
and isolated areas to form small settle- part in the battle, and with a group 
ments. In Cape Breton, two areas which of lnd~ans har~ssed the enemy from their 
today are primarily French-speak.ing are hiding .places in the woods. He escaped 
southeastern Richmond County, particul- back into the woods after the capture 
arly Isle Madame (an area first settled of the fortress·because he was not listed 

as one of the prisoners. After this 
time, Pierre Bois arid his family pro­ 
bably fled to Prince Edward Island and 
then to thePugwash area of Nova Scotia, 
from there to the Restigouche of New 
Brunswick where in 1761,-he was cap­ 
tured and sent as a prisoner to Halifa~ 
where he stayed until his release in 
1763. After the final peace treaty, he 
returned to Arichat and finally to his 
former home at St. Peter's in 1766. 
One would think that with the end of 
English-French hostilities in Canada 
after the final capture of Quebec, that 
these Acadians could live in peace. 
But such was not the case. 

In 1776, war broke out in the 
American colonies, and the Nova Scotia 
coast was exposed and vulnerable to 
attack from Yankee privateers that 

~ roamed the waters offshore hoping to 
persuade the Canadian colonies to join 
their cause. Many families in the 
Arichat area decided to leave their very 
exposed situation and they headed up 
the St. Lawrence to the Gasp&. Pierre 
Bois was among them, and according to 
certain records, he returned from there 
and came to Cheticamp around 1782. So, 
Pierre Bois, after a_ very circu i tous 
route and eventful life was one of the 
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The Chiasson family, represented 
by three pioneers Paul ,Basile, and 
Jean Chiasson, born at Beaubassin 
escaped the 1755 Expulsion but were 
later captured and held as prisoners 
at Halifax until 1763. In 1767, some 
of them were living at St. Pierre ­ 
Miquelon, others in P.E. I., but event- 
ually all arrived at Cheticamp. Paul 
Chiasson actually returned to P.E.l. 
in 1801 where he spent the rest of 
his lif~. but his son Basile returned 
to Ch&ticamp with his family in 1809. 

These are just a few examples of 
the hardy spirits of the Acadian 
pioneers of Cape Breton. They endured 
and- suffered gene rat ions of deportations 
exile, and wanderings in the wilderness 
and yet they have preserved their ' 
identity and family ties. They have 
made a rich contribution to the 
culture of Inverness. County.· 
v 


